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Zelensky Admits He Never Intended to Implement
Minsk Agreements
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky admits that he never thought about
implementing the pivotal Minsk agreements reached with the Donbass.

By Al Mayadeen
Global Research, March 10, 2023
Al Mayadeen English 9 February 2023

Region: Europe, Russia and FSU
Theme: Intelligence

In-depth Report: UKRAINE REPORT

All  Global  Research  articles  can  be  read  in  51  languages  by  activating  the  Translate
Website button below the author’s name (desktop version)

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

***

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky admitted on Thursday that he had previously told
German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President Emmanuel Macron that the Minsk
agreements were “impossible”, and he did not plan on implementing them.

Weeks before the Ukraine war broke out, Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said Russia
was yet to hear Ukraine’s words about readiness to swiftly start the implementation of the
Minsk agreements during the meeting between French President Emmanuel Macron and his
Ukrainian counterpart Volodymyr Zelensky.

The Kremlin had previously said Russia did not expect any decisive breakthrough from the
talks between President Putin and Macron.

“From what was said at the press conference [after Macron and Zelensky meeting],
there were positive signals that a solution in Ukraine could only be based on the
implementation of the Minsk agreements, which is true,” Peskov said.

“Economic  risks  that  everyone  faces.  Because  this  tension  is  projected  onto  the
situation both in the markets and on the stock exchanges of our country and others,”
the spokesperson told reporters.

“As for Minsk as a whole, I told Emmanuel Macron and Angela Merkel: we will not be able to
implement it like that,” Zelenskyy said in an interview with Spiegel published on Thursday.

According to Zelensky, he said the same thing to Russian President Vladimir Putin at the
first and last meeting with him in the Normandy format in 2019.
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“I told him the same thing as the other two. They were surprised and replied: ‘If we
knew in advance that you would change the meaning of our meeting, then there would
be problems even before the summit,'” Zelenskyy added.

The Ukrainian president said Kiev used the agreement only for the exchange of prisoners of
war.

Ex-German  Chancellor  Angela  Merkel,  who  was  in  office  from  2005  to  2021  said  in  an
interview published in early December that the Minsk accords were signed to “give Ukraine
time” to strengthen itself.

Merkel said

“The 2014 Minsk agreement was an attempt to give time to Ukraine. It also used this
time to become stronger as can be seen today. The Ukraine of 2014-2015 is not the
modern Ukraine.”

According to her,

“it was clear to everyone” that the conflict had been put on hold, noting that the issue
had not been settled, “yet this was what gave Ukraine invaluable time.”

Merkel was the German chancellor when Ukraine’s state coup happened in 2014, and the
Minsk accords on resolving the Donbass war were signed with her contribution.

Previously,  in  an  interview with  German magazine  Der  Spiegel,  Merkel  discussed  her  final
encounters with Russian President Vladimir Putin, saying that during the ex-chancellor’s
farewell visit to Moscow in August 2021 she felt “in terms of power politics, you’re done,”
adding that “for Putin, only power counts.”
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