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Yemeni Human Rights Activist Detained At UK
Border Under Terrorism Law

By Reprieve
Global Research, September 24, 2013
Reprieve
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A leading Yemeni human rights activist has been detained at Gatwick and questioned on his
work and political views by UK officials under the Terrorism Act.

Baraa Shiban, a member of Yemen’s National Dialogue – the body tasked with mapping out
the country’s democratic future – had been invited to speak at a seminar at respected
international think-tank Chatham House (also known as the Royal Institution of International
Affairs).

He was detained under Schedule 7 of the Terrorism Act – recently used to controversial
effect in the detention of David Miranda – last night (23 September), and questioned about
his views on human rights abuses in Yemen.

When he informed the border agent that he did not think his views on the issue were
relevant to security, Mr Shibaan was threatened with being detained for the full nine hours
available under the law.

Mr Shibaan also works for legal charity Reprieve as project coordinator in Yemen, and visited
the UK without being detained earlier this summer.  In May this year, he gave testimony to a
US Congressional hearing on the impact of the covert drone programme in Yemen.

During his questioning, Mr Shibaan was also told that “Your organization has obviously been
causing a lot of problems to your country. The relations between your government and the
UK are vital for us.”  Reprieve works to support the relatives of civilian victims of drone
strikes  who are  seeking  legal  redress.   The  organisation  has  recently  found evidence
showing that the UK supports the US’  programme of  covert  drone strikes through the
provision of communications infrastructure and intelligence.

Mr Shibaan was also asked why he was working for a human rights organisation, and told:
“What  if  your  organization did  something bad to  your  government,  and you are  here
because of the bad things your organization has done to your government…I want to know,
because the relations between Yemen and the UK are important. I want to know that your
organization is not disrupting that.”

Commenting after his release, Baraa Shiban said: “I was stunned when the border agent
said I was being held simply because I came from Yemen. It was even more shocking when
he spent the entire time asking me about my human rights work and Reprieve, the charity I
work for. Is the UK the kind of place that human rights activists are fair game for detention,
intimidation, and interrogation?’

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/reprieve
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/europe
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/law-and-justice
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/baraashiban/
http://www.chathamhouse.org/events/view/194177
http://www.theguardian.com/world/david-miranda


| 2

Cori Crider, Strategic Director at Reprieve, said: “This is part of a worsening campaign of
intimidation of human rights workers going on at the UK border – especially if they are
critical of the so-called ‘war on terror’.  If there were any doubt the UK were abusing its
counter-terrorism powers to silence critics, this ends it.”

For further information, please contact Donald Campbell in Reprieve’s press office: +44 (0)
207 553 8166 / donald.campbell@reprieve.org.uk

Mr Shiban is speaking to Chatham House’s Yemen Forum tomorrow (25 September).

Sign up to join our press mailing list.

The original source of this article is Reprieve
Copyright © Reprieve, Reprieve, 2013

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Reprieve

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/public/Meetings/250913Agenda.pdf
http://eepurl.com/dnj2v
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/reprieve
http://www.reprieve.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/reprieve
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

