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Wikileaks has committed the unforgivable sin of revealing the inner workings of Empire,
what the servants of Empire really think and in so doing it has also revealed the extremely
comfortable relationship between the media and the state in making sure that the truth
behind the headlines is kept from us.

Fascinating, the world of inter-state relations or diplomacy has been by ‘tradition’ (not mine)
a closed house, members only with its own private language and rules of conduct. But of
course diplomacy has two faces, one public and one private. The private face is not a pretty
one but then you knew that already, didn’t you?

The art  of  diplomacy has  been around for  centuries  and is  codified in  a  set  of  behaviours
that allow states to to talk to each other in what might be best described as the neutral
territory of a commonly accepted language. So for example, outright threats to another
state will be couched in ‘diplomatic’ language, not “I’ll blow you away unless you do as I
say”. This enables states to negotiate in a ‘no man’s land’, conducted by intermediaries, the
civil  servants  of  the  ruling  political  class.  And the  modern-day  diplomat  needs  a  real
university degree in order to function, not someone with connections, the right family or a
‘degree’ in media studies.

But hand the state machine over to a bunch of halfwits and you get chaos. For proof of this
just look at what thirteen years of ‘New’ Labour did to the UK state’s infrastructure. It can’t
even keep the roads open when some snow falls.

The fact that around two million people have access to the ‘secret diplomatic’ cables that
Wikileaks acquired and millions of other cables, just in the US, points to the obvious fact that
global imperialism is a complicated mess, only held together because the mass media is
willing  and  complicit  partner  in  maintaining  the  charade.  Above  all  else,  this  means
accepting at face value, everything the state makes public.  Thus keeping their  private
musings private is absolutely crucial if the illusion is to be maintained.

And that’s what’s interesting about a lot of these diplomatic cables as it’s apparent that for
the most part they’re written by halfwits who have no idea how the real world works, not
even in the furtherence of their own interests. It’s a far cry from the days of the real ‘Great
Game’, when a relatively small handful of planners ran an empire on behalf of capital.

“If Berlin-Baghdad were achieved, a huge block of territory producing every
kind of economic wealth, and unassailable by sea-power would be united under
German  authority�Russia  would  be  cut  off  by  this  barrier  from  her  western
friends, Great Britain and France”
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Thus said R.G.D. Laftan, a senior British military advisor just before the outbreak of war in
1914 referring to German plans to build a railway from Berlin to Baghdad and neutralize
Britain’s control of the high seas. Imagine if you will, the consequences had the diplomatic
notes of the time been made public?

The British diplomatic service of Laftan’s day, was a small, coherent and highly motivated
group, well able to engineer complex operations of all kinds and strict secrecy was at the
heart of it all. But controlling a global empire that has to operate without a centralized,
colonial  authority,  or  even  admitting  to  being  an  empire  is  a  nightmare  of  conflicting
interests  but  no  less  deceitful  or  duplicitous  than  its  infamous  ancestor.

The thing is, as has been pointed out elsewhere, what is revealed in these cables is not
earth-shattering, nor a surprise, the world’s archives are full of the same, billions of them in
fact. What makes these different of course is that they’re not history in the academic sense
of  the  word,  nor  do  they  fit  well  with  the  public  face  of  the  state  as  echoed  through  our
complicit corporate/state media in selling the lie that our political class are responsible,
rational and ethical individuals operating to further the public good.

The reality is that for the most part our leaders are obviously sociopaths, mass murderers,
thieves and/or liars. We know this because they’ve been found out and found out the same
way Wikileaks exposed the workings of a crumbling psychotic empire; by gaining access to
the information that they have kept to themselves for fear of exposure concerning their real
intentions and activities.

And now Julian Assange is really pissing them off and they’re out to get him. I think he will
have to join Assata Shakur in Cuba pretty shortly if he wants to stay out of jail (or worse).

But above all else, it’s the audacity of the event that has got the political class so furious.
You just don’t do things like this! To see the ‘masters of the universe’ for what they really
are just  blows the entire illusion away, which is  why the substantive issues are never
actually dealt with in the mass media. Instead, it does what it does best, look for the ‘juicy’
bits,  celebrity-style and mount a character assassination attack on the unfortunate Mr.
Assange, who has obviously bitten off a lot more than he can chew this time.

Part of the problem is that the releases have not only pissed off the leading players in the
less than ‘great game’ but just about every government that has dealings with the Empire,
which doesn’t leave many countries out of the equation. Frankly, I would have been a lot
more selective and practice the ‘my enemy’s enemy is my friend’ approach to the cables
and just embarrass the hell out of the gringos.

“Mr Putin said the Batman and Robin comparison “aimed to slander one of us”.

“”This is about our interaction, which is an important factor of the domestic
policies in this country,” he said. “But to be honest with you, we didn’t suspect
that this would be done with such arrogance, with such a push and, you know,
being so unethically done.”” — Vladimir Putin, ‘Vladimir Putin slams ‘American
arrogance’ after Batman-Robin slur‘

But I think Vladimir Putin’s comment sums up very well how many of the leaders outside the
Anglo-Saxon cabal reacted to the revelations; they are under no illusion about the nature of
the beast, but then that’s what diplomacy is meant to be about, not bad mouthing political
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leaders in such a loutish manner. Worse still, it reveals that the political class is composed of
shallow-minded thugs who see the world as something akin to a Marvel comic. Dangerous
people indeed.

But it’s too late, the cat is well and truly out of the bag, things will never be the same again.
We know the emperor wears no clothes.
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