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Why Trump Has Been Unable to End Endless Wars.
US Troop Withdrawals from Afghanistan?
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The Times of London reported, on November 16, that Trump’s recent installation of loyalists
in top Pentagon jobs is likely to be for the purpose of fulfilling his long-term pledge to bring
an end to the U.S.’ “endless wars”. It is expected that Trump will order the withdrawal of
4,500 troops from Afghanistan and so end 19 years of occupation.

There are two prominent objections to Trump’s likely proposal. Firstly, a swift withdrawal of
U.S.  forces,  that  would  have  to  take  place  before  January,  will  bring  logistical  chaos.
However, the daily state of chaos which occupation brings to the lives of millions is barely
considered.

Secondly,  an  “early”  withdrawal  will  disrupt  efforts  to  stabilize  Afghanistan.  Christopher
Miller the current U.S. Acting Defense Secretary sent out a memorandum saying, “we are on
the verge of defeating Al Qaida and its associates, but we must avoid our past strategic
error of failing to see the fight through to the finish.” A fair point, but if not now then when?
Furthermore, who gets to define when a mission is accomplished?

If 19 years of occupation, by the mightiest military force of our modern age, has not led to a
suitable conclusion then unlikely will another year make any difference. The fact is the U.S.
occupation, of Afghanistan, has been an unmitigated disaster that next to Libya, Syria, and

Iraq represents a litany of the greatest human rights violations of the 21st century.

There are now 2.7 million Afghani refugees worldwide while Afghanistan’s GDP per capita
stands at a paltry $531. Afghanistan now cultivates over two-thirds of global opium and has
2.4 million opium addicts. Tragically, the U.S. spent $52 billion occupying Afghanistan, in
2019, which is more than twice Afghanistan’s GDP at $20.68 billion.

With  the  devastating  suffering  which  occupation  has  brought  to  the  Afghani  people,
notwithstanding  the  criticisms  of  an  abrupt  exit,  Trump’s  efforts  to  bring  an  end  to  the
occupation  of  Afghanistan  and  end  U.S.  wars  are  commendable.

In contrast, unlikely will the mild-mannered, but often hawkish, Biden take the same line.
While he has not always supported military action he nevertheless believes in the U.S.
hegemonic right to use hard force. For example, Biden supported the catastrophic 2003
illegal invasion of Iraq and he pushed for NATO’s expansion eastwards.

However, Trump’s actions, in regards to Afghanistan, may be too little too late. Instead of
concentrating on ending U.S. global occupation, he has been busily engaged with a self-
destructing economic war with China who could have been a useful ally in ending the
Afghanistan quagmire. Why then has President Trump been distracted by China at the
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expense of fulfilling his pledge to “bring home the troops”?

Trump’s problems stem from being able to recognize the unease of working-class America
that  arise  from  both  national  and  transnational  capital,  i.e.  the  one-percent,  while
concurrently being beholden to the propaganda of the one-percent used to control the
ninety-nine percent.

For example, Trump, in contrast to previous presidents, captures the zeitgeist of a large
section of traditional working-class Americans who serve in the military. It is they who make
needless sacrifices, through their blood and taxes, for the service of an elite who care little
for their subaltern. However, due to Trump’s billionaire status, and his own willingness to
swallow the propaganda fed to the working-man, he has been ideologically crippled.

Firstly, being a billionaire, he has been unable to see that unfettered U.S. capital, both in
their national and transnational forms, represents the nucleus of where the U.S.’ primary
contradiction emanates from. On one hand, Trump has supported capital with avaricious tax
breaks. On the other hand, the military-industrial-complex, that has resisted Trump, is a
business itself that feeds on the suffering of never-ending wars.

Secondly, Trump’s rightly sees that the American worker has been disempowered due to
U.S. transnational capital shifting production to Asia. However, Trump unfortunately falls
into the trap of jingoism by predominantly vilifying China for events beyond China’s own
control. China then is as much an innocent party as the American working-class who are
taught to hate China.

In addition, Trump, when it suits him, is quick to criticize the disseminating of “fake news”
by the U.S. mass-media itself controlled by transnational capital. However, Trump like much
of the U.S. working-class has nevertheless been indoctrinated to accept simplistic narratives
this mass-media propagates. It is these narratives which justify and distract Americans from
their home-grown problems which stem from U.S. class contradictions.

For example, the mass-media’s constant China-bashing, which has been a feature long
before Trump’s arrival, along with their support of U.S. foreign interventions work hand in
hand. Threats are used to justify war at an ideological level, to the masses, while the war
itself is used to achieve the strategic and economic goals of the one-percent.

In addition, foreign threats and wars work to distract Americans from their own deep-state’s
machinations. This in turn drums up a national fanaticism that provides an “emasculated”
working-class with a masculinized American identity linked to the U.S.’ global supremacy
and “righteous wars”. Trump, of course more than any other president, has tapped into this
masculinized American “tough man” image.

While the existence of a corporate media, along with deep-state interests,  negate U.S.
democracy and make the country ungovernable for the ordinary citizen, it is, these same
external  influences  which  form  the  “embodying  features”  of  Trump  who  being  from  the
swamp  has  been  unable  to  extradite  himself  from  the  swamp.

Thus, the very quagmire that is U.S. democracy and that is Trump is also the quagmire of
Afghanistan today. Regrettably, transnational capital, who Trump calls the globalists, has
played Trump well throughout his presidency. As such, unless serendipity allows the U.S. to
withdraw from Afghanistan, in the next two months, Biden, who cannot be accused of being
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ideologically naïve will be ready to take over the reins from where Bush and Obama left off
which is the never-ending journey to war.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Featured image is from InfoBrics

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Keith Lamb, Global Research, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Keith Lamb

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/keith-lamb
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/keith-lamb
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

