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The path forward for the Democrats is clear. They need to accept responsibility for their
humiliating defeat to Donald Trump and move on. That means they need to stop passing the
buck and make a solid effort to reconnect with the millions of disillusioned ex-Dems in the
center  of  the  country  who  either  didn’t  vote,  because  they  couldn’t  stand  Hillary,  or
switched sides to vote for Trump. These are the people the Dems need to lure back into the
fold if  they expect to be competitive in the future. If  they can’t do that,  the party is
doomed. It’s that simple.

Check out this excerpt from an article by Democratic pollster, Stanley Greenberg at The
American  Prospect.  Greenberg  helps  to  zero-in  on  the  key  issue  that  cost  Hillary  the
election:

“The Democrats don’t have a “white working-class problem.” They have a
“working-class problem,” which progressives have been reluctant to address
honestly  or  boldly.  The  fact  is  that  Democrats  have lost  support  with  all
working-class  voters  across  the  electorate,  including  the  Rising  American
Electorate  of  minorities,  unmarried  women,  and  millennials.  This  decline
contributed mightily to the Democrats’ losses in the states and Congress and
to the election of Donald Trump…..”(“The Democrats Working-Class problem”,
Stanley Greenberg, American Prospect)

This is great analysis. It helps to pinpoint the root-cause of the Dem’s troubles which can be
traced back to a tone-deaf party leadership that failed to craft a message that would rally
their working-class base. They didn’t do that. They didn’t address bread and butter issues of
economic security and standards of living which have steadily eroded under the blinkered
misrule of Barack Obama.  Instead they launched a pathetic public relations campaign
aimed at persuading everyone that things were just hunky dory.  Not surprisingly, no one
was taken in by the ruse.  Here’s more from Greenberg:

“Working-class Americans pulled back from Democrats in this last period of
Democratic governance because of President Obama’s insistence on heralding
economic progress and the bailout of the irresponsible elites, while ordinary
people’s incomes crashed and they continued to struggle financially….

In what may border on campaign malpractice, the Clinton campaign chose in
the closing battle to ignore the economic stress not just of the working-class
women who were still in play, but also of those within the Democrats’ own
base, particularly among the minorities, millennials, and unmarried women.”
(The American Prospect)
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Exactly right! Clinton chose to shrug off the suffering taking place right under nose and, as a
result, got her head handed to her. Whose fault is that?

She traipsed from one venue to  the next  touting the  “recovery”  while  the wretched
economy continued to sputter along at a lousy 2 percent GDP, health care costs continued
to skyrocket, and the good-paying jobs vanished altogether.  Meanwhile, her pal, Obama did
absolutely  nothing.  He  didn’t  lift  a  finger  to  boost  government  spending,  launch  a  second
round of fiscal stimulus, or implement his grandiose infrastructure plan. Nothing. He ushered
in an eight year period of falling incomes, higher personal debts, eviscerated household
balance sheets and nearly-universal  economic uncertainty.  This is  the dismal economic
record that Hillary decided to run on. Is it any wonder why she lost to the most unqualified,
least trustworthy, farthest right-wing candidate in American history?

Just because Obama’s personal approval ratings remained high, doesn’t mean that people
wanted another  eight  years  of  his  penny-pinching deficit  reduction and grinding economic
strangulation. No way. What they wanted was the change they were promised in 2008, but
never got. Here’s more from Greenberg:

(Past supporters) “pulled back because of the Democrats’ seeming embrace of
multinational trade agreements that have cost American jobs. The Democrats
have moved from seeking to  manage and champion the nation’s  growing
immigrant diversity to seeming to champion immigrant rights over American
citizens’. Instinctively and not surprisingly, the Democrats embraced the liberal
values of America’s dynamic and best-educated metropolitan areas, seeming
not to respect the values or economic stress of older voters in small-town and
rural America. Finally, the Democrats also missed the economic stress and
social problems in the cities themselves and in working-class suburbs.” (The
American Prospect)

Americans have had it up to here with free trade. It’s all a public relations hoax aimed at
enriching a few fatcat corporate honchoes at the expense of people who actually work for a
living. Everyone knows that, just like they know that Hillary was a free trade proponent
before she pulled the old switcheroo. Her vacillating position on trade just underscored her
abject phoniness on any issue of substance. The woman would say anything if she thought it
would win her a couple of votes.

Hillary wanted her supporters to believe that the whole center of the country was loaded
with  racist,  misogynist,  homophobic,  gun-toting,  Bible-thumping  zombies  who  mere
presence  should  offend  prosperous,  educated  liberals  whose  enlightened  views  on  global
warning and transgender bathrooms would lead the country to a new cultural renaissance. 
Got that? Turns out, many of Hillary’s Deplorables used to be Democrats before the party
affixed  itself  leech-like  to  the  Wall  Street  banks,   the  tech  giants  and  the  big  weapons
manufacturers. The more cozy the Dems got with the corporate giants, the more working
people got thrown under the bus, until now the entire center of the country–from North
Carolina to Idaho– is blood-red GOP territory, a clear sign that the Dems no longer speak the
language of working people, in fact, they look down their noses at them.

If the Democratic Party is the party of working people than how did a bloviating, billionaire
casino magnate win the election?  The election results prove that whatever the Dems are
selling, working people ain’t buying.
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So now the Dems have decided that they’re going abandon their platform altogether and
morph into the “We’re not Donald Trump Party”. That, they think, is the fast-track back to
the White House and another undeserved eight years of executive power.

But they’re still looking for the right person to lead the charge.  Or are they?  Maybe they’ve
already picked their candidate but they want to keep it hush-hush until the right moment. Is
that it?

The Dems have two options: They can either promote a candidate that seriously addresses
the issues that working people really care about or they can follow the blueprint pioneered
by Barack Obama, that is, take an unknown senator with impressive oratory skills and great
personal charisma, transport him to venues that magnify his popularity, fabricate an aura of
celebrity  around  his  ‘stately  persona’,  and  make  sure  he  scrupulously  avoids  explicit
positions on the issues but, instead,  speaks only in the broadest and most nebulous terms.

These are the keys to Obama’s success. It represents the success of public relations over
content. The man was an empty slate upon which his backers could scribble their own most-
heartfelt  aspirations.  And they did too,   after  all,  he won.  Even now, his  most  ardent
supporters refuse to accept that the man was an empty suit who never veered the slightest
from the elitist script given to him on Day 1 of his presidency. The myth continues.

So how do the plutocrats who run the party duplicate that same ‘lucky’ string of events?
That’s the question. Where are they going to find another candidate with Obama’s stature,
gravitas and charisma, a towering, telegenic colossus who can melt an audience with his
riveting oratory and stand tall among the world’s kings and prime ministers? Someone who
can connect with the working man in Scranton, the single mom in Winnemucca, and the
struggling  pensioner  in  Tallahassee,  but  someone  who  –at  the  same  time–  faithfully
executes the warmongering imperial agenda without the slightest reservation.  Where are
they going to find someone like that?

Well, there’s always Hillary Clinton? She might be up for another go, right?

Nope. Hillary’s time is over.

Biden?

Too old.

Elizabeth Warren?

You’re kidding.  Wall Street would never allow it.

Then who?

The Dems need a proven commodity,  a Princeton under-grad with a Harvard Law degree.
Magna  cum  laude.  A  spotless  record,  no  sordid  affairs,  embarrassing  arrests  or  spotty
personal  history.  A  paragon,  a  shining  example  of  strength,  virtue,  perseverance.   A
telegenic, charismatic pillar of the community who can deliver a barnburner with the best of
them. A black woman whose name recognition makes her the most formidable candidate in
the country today, bar none.

Michelle Obama. It’s as plain as the nose on your face.



| 4

But what makes the Democratic leaders think that Michelle would be anymore revolutionary
then her husband who oversaw the greatest upward transfer of wealth in the history of the
country?  Why would they think that Michelle would focus on raising wages, or pushing
universal health care, or fighting Wall Street, or lifting living standards, or ending poverty, or
creating more good-paying jobs, or ending the foreign wars?

She wouldn’t attempt any of those things, that’s the point. Michelle already knows the drill, 
that’s what makes her the perfect candidate. She knows the president is a meaningless
figurehead. She knows the whole thing is a charade. She knows that the rich will get richer
while working people get stomped on. She’s been there, she’s done that.

And now its her turn to shine, her turn to take center-stage and lead the conferences, and
meet the foreign dignitaries, and spar with the press, and hold meetings in the Rose Garden,
and languish in the big leather chair in the Oval Office.

Michelle’s day is coming, and the party leaders are already licking their chops.

Mike Whitney lives in Washington state. He is a contributor to Hopeless: Barack Obama and
the Politics of Illusion (AK Press). Hopeless is also available in a Kindle edition. He can be
reached at fergiewhitney@msn.com.
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