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Why Has Belgium Vowed to Back the ICJ’s Verdict on
Gaza ‘Genocide’?
Unlike other European nations, Belgium has said it would support the
international court’s decisions on South Africa’s case against Israel.
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As the world anticipates a preliminary verdict from the International Court of Justice (ICJ) on
South Africa’s genocide case against Israel, leaders in the European Union remain divided
on how to interpret the decision.

Shortly after the two-day hearing at the world’s top court in the Hague earlier this month,
where South Africa told the ICJ that Israel’s actions in the Gaza strip violated the UN’s 1948
Genocide Convention, Germany, Austria and the Czech Republic – staunch allies of Israel –
rejected these claims. Hungary condemned the case, while Berlin declared that it would
intervene on Israel’s behalf at the ICJ.

Last week, France, which is home to Europe’s largest Muslim and Jewish minorities and has
been in the headlines for banning pro-Palestine protests since October 7, chimed in, saying
Paris also does not support the ICJ case against Israel.

“To accuse the Jewish state of genocide is to cross a moral threshold,” said French Foreign
Minister Stephane Sejourne.

Other EU nations have remained silent on the court case.

Slovenia is an exception, having announced its support for another ICJ case against Israel
regarding Palestinian rights.

And,  among the bloc’s  more outspoken critics  of  Israel’s  military conduct in Palestine,
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Ireland has adopted a cautious stance. In Spain, the minority left-wing Sumar party in the
coalition government backed South Africa’s case.

Click here to read the full article on Al Jazeera.
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Featured image: Hundreds of people gather in front of the Gare du Nord building to protest against
Israeli attacks on Gaza [File: Dursun Aydemir/Anadolu]
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