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Who Really Is Behind The Syrian Chemical Attacks?
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 As we showed mere days ago, it appears the truth of who the real puppet-master in the
Middle-East is becoming plainer to see. The incredibly frank discussion between Saudi’s spy-
chief  Prince Bandar  and Russia’s  Putin  exposed a  much deeper  plot  is  afoot  and the
following details from the actual people on the ground in the chemically-attacked region of
Syria suggest Obama is playing right into the Saudi’s plan. While Obama is ‘certain’ that the
chemical  attacks  took  place  on  al-Assad’s  orders,  as  MPN  reports,  “from  numerous
interviews  with  doctors,  Ghouta  residents,  rebel  fighters  and  their  families,  a  different
picture emerges. Many believe that certain rebels received chemical weapons via the Saudi
intelligence chief,  Prince Bandar bin Sultan,  and were responsible for  carrying out  the
dealing gas attack.”

The narrative for public consumption is well-known and quite clear – it was all as-Assad’s
fault. And yet…

Via MPN,

… from numerous interviews with doctors, Ghouta residents, rebel fighters and
their  families,  a  different  picture  emerges.  Many  believe  that  certain  rebels
received chemical weapons via the Saudi intelligence chief, Prince Bandar bin
Sultan, and were responsible for carrying out the dealing gas attack.

“My son came to me two weeks ago asking what I thought the weapons were
that he had been asked to carry,” said Abu Abdel-Moneim, the father of a rebel
fighting to unseat Assad, who lives in Ghouta.

Abdel-Moneim said his son and 12 other rebels were killed inside of a tunnel
used to store weapons provided by a Saudi militant, known as Abu Ayesha,
who  was  leading  a  fighting  battalion.  The  father  described  the  weapons  as
having  a  “tube-like  structure”  while  others  were  like  a  “huge  gas  bottle.”

Ghouta townspeople said the rebels were using mosques and private houses to
sleep while storing their weapons in tunnels.

Abdel-Moneim said his son and the others died during the chemical weapons
attack. That same day, the militant group Jabhat al-Nusra, which is linked to al-
Qaida, announced that it would similarly attack civilians in the Assad regime’s
heartland of Latakia on Syria’s western coast, in purported retaliation.

“They didn’t tell us what these arms were or how to use them,” complained a
female  fighter  named ‘K.’  “We didn’t  know they were  chemical  weapons.  We
never imagined they were chemical weapons.”

“When Saudi Prince Bandar gives such weapons to people, he must give them
to those who know how to handle and use them,” she warned. She, like other
Syrians, do not want to use their full names for fear of retribution.
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A  well-known  rebel  leader  in  Ghouta  named  ‘J’  agreed.  “Jabhat  al-Nusra
militants  do  not  cooperate  with  other  rebels,  except  with  fighting  on  the
ground. They do not share secret information. They merely used some ordinary
rebels to carry and operate this material,” he said.

“We were very curious about these arms. And unfortunately,  some of  the
fighters handled the weapons improperly and set off the explosions,” ‘J’ said.

Doctors  who  treated  the  chemical  weapons  attack  victims  cautioned
interviewers to be careful about asking questions regarding who, exactly, was
responsible for the deadly assault.

The humanitarian group Doctors Without Borders added that health workers
aiding 3,600 patients also reported experiencing similar symptoms, including
frothing at the mouth, respiratory distress, convulsions and blurry vision. The
group has not been able to independently verify the information.

More than a dozen rebels interviewed reported that their salaries came from
the Saudi government.

About the report authors: Dale Gavlak is a Middle East correspondent for Mint Press News
and the Associated Press. Gavlak has been stationed in Amman, Jordan for the Associated
Press for over two decades. An expert in Middle Eastern Affairs, Gavlak currently covers the
Levant region of the Middle East for AP, National Public Radio and Mint Press News, writing
on topics including politics, social issues and economic trends. Dale holds a M.A. in Middle
E a s t e r n  S t u d i e s  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o .  C o n t a c t  D a l e  a t
dgavlak@mintpressnews.com Yahya  Ababneh  is  a  Jordanian  freelance  journalist  and  is
currently working on a master’s degree in journalism,  He has covered events in Jordan,
Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Russia and Libya. His stories have appeared on Amman Net, Saraya
News, Gerasa News and elsewhere.

For those who may have forgotten, here are the details that were exposed a few days ago…

what are some of the stunning disclosures by the Saudis? First this:

Bandar told Putin, “There are many common values and goals that bring us
together, most notably the fight against terrorism and extremism all  over the
world.  Russia,  the  US,  the  EU  and  the  Saudis  agree  on  promoting  and
consolidating international peace and security. The terrorist threat is growing
in light of the phenomena spawned by the Arab Spring. We have lost some
regimes. And what we got in return were terrorist experiences, as evidenced
by the experience of  the Muslim Brotherhood in  Egypt  and the extremist
groups in Libya. … As an example, I can give you a guarantee to protect the
Winter Olympics in the city of Sochi on the Black Sea next year. The Chechen
groups that threaten the security of the games are controlled by us, and they
will not move in the Syrian territory’s direction without coordinating with us.
These groups do not scare us. We use them in the face of the Syrian regime
but they will have no role or influence in Syria’s political future.”

It is good of the Saudis to admit they control a terrorist organization that
“threatens the security” of the Sochi 2014 Olympic games, and that house of
Saud uses “in the face of the Syrian regime.” Perhaps the next time there is a
bombing in Boston by some Chechen-related terrorists, someone can inquire
Saudi Arabia what, if anything, they knew about that.

But the piece de resistance is  what happened at the end of  the dialogue
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between the two leaders. It was, in not so many words, a threat by Saudi
Arabia aimed squarely at Russia:

As soon as Putin finished his speech, Prince Bandar warned that in light of the
course of the talks, things were likely to intensify, especially in the Syrian
arena, although he appreciated the Russians’ understanding of Saudi Arabia’s
position on Egypt and their readiness to support the Egyptian army despite
their fears for Egypt’s future.

The head of the Saudi intelligence services said that the dispute over the
approach to the Syrian issue leads to the conclusion that “there is no escape
from the military option, because it is the only currently available choice given
that the political settlement ended in stalemate. We believe that the Geneva II
Conference will be very difficult in light of this raging situation.”

At the end of the meeting, the Russian and Saudi sides agreed to continue
talks,  provided that  the current  meeting remained under  wraps.  This  was
before one of the two sides leaked it via the Russian press.

Since we know all about this, it means no more talks, an implicit warning that
the Chechens operating in proximity to Sochi may just become a loose cannon
(with Saudi’s blessing of course), and that about a month ago “there is no
escape from the military option,  because it  is  the only currently available
choice given that the political settlement ended in stalemate.” Four weeks
later, we are on the edge of all out war, which may involve not only the US and
Europe, but most certainly Saudi Arabia and Russia which automatically means
China as well. Or, as some may call it, the world.

And  all  of  it  as  preordained  by  a  Saudi  prince,  and  all  in  the  name  of
perpetuating the hegemony of the petrodollar.

Again we remind: Russia and Saudi Arabia account for 25% of global oil production, but far
more importantly  absent  the Qatari  natgas (and a  potential  pipeline crossing under  a
receptive Syrian regime – i.e., not Assad –  and going into Turkey), Europe will  remain
beholden to every rate-hiking whim by Putin and Gazpromia.
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