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Editor’s Note

Amidst the tide of media disinformation, it  would be useful for us to examine “Who is
Muammar Qadhafi”.

Whatever  one’s  views  concerning  Qadhafi,  what  is  abundantly  clear  is  that  Qadhafi  as  a
political  figurehead  is  being  used  to  justify  an  all  out  war  against  Libya.  This  is  a  war  of
conquest. It has nothing to do with Qadhafi

We bring to the attention of our readers the transcript of Muaammar Qadhafi’s September
2009 speech to the  United Nations General Assembly.
 

General Assembly
Sixty-fourth session
3rd plenary meeting
Wednesday, 23 September 2009, 9 a.m.
New York

Official UN transcript click here  (scroll down to page. 65)

Address by Colonel Muammar Al-Qadhafi, Leader of the Revolution of the Socialist People’s
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

The President (spoke in Arabic): The Assembly will now hear an address by the Leader of the
Revolution of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

Colonel Muammar Al-Qadhafi, Leader of the Revolution of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, was escorted into the General Assembly Hall.

Colonel Al-Qadhafi (spoke in Arabic): In the name of the African Union, I would like to greet
the members of the General Assembly of the United Nations, and I hope that this meeting
will be among the most historic in the history of the world.

In the name of the General Assembly at its sixtyfourth session, presided over by Libya, of
the African Union, of one thousand traditional African kingdoms [trans.] and in my own
name, I would like to take this opportunity, as President of the African Union, to congratulate
our son Obama because he is attending the General Assembly, and we welcome him as his
country is hosting this meeting.
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This session is taking place in the midst of so many challenges facing us, and the whole
world  should  come  together  and  unite  its  efforts  to  defeat  the  challenges  that  are  our
principal common enemy — those of climate change and international crises such as the
capitalist  economic  decline,  the  food  and  water  crises,  desertification,  terrorism,
immigration, piracy, man-made and natural epidemics and nuclear proliferation. Perhaps
influenza H1N1 was a virus created in a laboratory that got out of control,  originally being
meant  as  a  military  weapon.  Such  challenges  also  include  hypocrisy,  poverty,  fear,
materialism and immorality.

As is known, the United Nations was founded by three or four countries against Germany at
the time.  The United Nations  was formed by the nations  that  joined together  against
Germany in the Second World War. Those countries formed a body called the Security
Council, made its own countries permanent members and granted them the power of veto.

We were not present at that time. The United Nations was shaped in line with those three
countries and wanted us to step into shoes originally designed against Germany. That is the
real substance of the United Nations when it was founded over 60 years ago.

That happened in the absence of some 165 countries, at a ratio of one to eight; that is, one
was present and eight were absent. They created the Charter, of which I have a copy. If one
reads the Charter of the United Nations, one finds that the Preamble of the Charter differs
from its Articles. How did it come into existence? All those who attended the San Francisco
Conference in 1945 participated in creating the Preamble, but they left the Articles and
internal rules of procedures of the so-called Security Council to experts, specialists and
interested countries, which were those countries that had established the Security Council
and had united against Germany.

The Preamble is very appealing, and no one objects to it, but all the provisions that follow it
completely contradict the Preamble. We reject such provisions, and we will never uphold
them; they ended with the Second World War. The Preamble says that all nations, small or
large, are equal. Are we equal when it comes to the permanent seats? No, we are not equal.

The Preamble states in writing that all nations are equal whether they are small or large. Do
we have the right of veto? Are we equal? The Preamble says that we have equal rights,
whether we are large or small.

That is what is stated and what we agreed in the  Preamble. So the veto contradicts the
Charter. The permanent seats contradict the Charter. We neither accept nor recognize the
veto.

The Preamble of the Charter states that armed force shall not be used, save in the common
interest. That is the Preamble that we agreed to and signed, and we joined the United
Nations because we wanted the Charter to reflect that. It says that armed force shall only be
used  in  the  common interest  of  all  nations,  but  what  has  happened since  then?  Sixty-five
wars have broken out  since the establishment of  the United Nations and the Security
Council — 65 since their creation, with millions more victims than in the Second World War.
Are those wars, and the aggression and force that were used in those 65 wars, in the
common interest of us all? No, they were in the interest of one or three or four countries,
but not of all nations.

We will talk about whether those wars were in the interest of one country or of all nations.
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That flagrantly contradicts the Charter of the United Nations that we signed, and unless we
act in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations to which we agreed, we will reject it
and not be afraid not to speak diplomatically to anyone. Now we are talking about the future
of the United Nations. There should be no hypocrisy or diplomacy because it concerns the
important and vital issue of the future of the world. It was hypocrisy that brought about the
65 wars since the establishment of the United Nations.

The Preamble also states that if armed force is used, it must be a United Nations force —
thus, military intervention by the United Nations, with the joint agreement of the United
Nations, not one or two or three countries using armed force. The entire United Nations will
decide to go to war to maintain international peace and security. Since the establishment of
the United Nations in 1945, if there is an act of aggression by one country against another,
the entire United Nations should deter and stop that act.

If a country, Libya for instance, were to exhibit aggression against France, then the entire
Organization would respond because France is a sovereign State Member of the United
Nations and we all  share the collective responsibility  to  protect  the sovereignty of  all
nations. However, 65 aggressive wars have taken place without any United Nations action to
prevent them. Eight other massive, fierce wars, whose victims number some 2 million, have
been waged by Member States that enjoy veto powers. Those countries that would have us
believe they seek to maintain the sovereignty and independence of peoples actually use
aggressive force against peoples. While we would like to believe that these countries want
to work for peace and security in the world and protect peoples, they have instead resorted
to aggressive wars and hostile behaviour. Enjoying the veto they granted themselves as
permanent members of the Security Council, they have initiated wars that have claimed
millions of victims.

The principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of States is enshrined in the Charter
of the United Nations. No country, therefore, has the right to interfere in the affairs of any
Government,  be  it  democratic  or  dictatorial,  socialist  or  capitalist,  reactionary  or
progressive. This is the responsibility of each society; it is an internal matter for the people
of  the country concerned. The senators of Rome once appointed their leader, Julius Caesar,
as dictator because it was good for Rome at that time. No one can say of Rome at that time
that it gave Caesar the veto.

The veto is not mentioned in the Charter.

We  joined  the  United  Nations  because  we  thought  we  were  equals,  only  to  find  that  one
country can object to all the decisions we make. Who gave the permanent members their
status in the Security Council? Four of them granted this status to themselves. The only
country that we in this Assembly elected to permanent member status in the Security
Council is China. This was done democratically, but the other seats were imposed upon us
undemocratically through a dictatorial procedure carried out against our will, and we should
not accept it.
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