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The American administration under Trump has become so addicted to waging economic
sanctions; a new form of war, against other countries to a point where it does not hesitate to
break international laws, to impose sanctions against its strategic allies, and to face the risk
of international condemnation and isolation as a result.

Since his election (selection) as president, Trump has imposed economic sanctions and
waged tariff wars against Russia, China, North Korea, Syria, Turkey, Sudan, Canada, Mexico,
Venezuela and many European corporations. All have been added to the still going on 58
years old sanctions against the small island of Cuba; an indication that most sanctions fail to
achieve planned results.

In May 2018 Trump announced that the US will withdraw from Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA) and
will re-impose sanctions against Iran claiming the deal was bad for the US and needs to be

replaced with another that includes a ban on Iran’s ballistic missiles. On November 5™,
Trump has re-instated economic sanctions against Iran aiming to drive Iranian oil exports to
zero.

The JCPOA was signed by Iran, US, Germany, England, France, Russia and China, and was
unanimously approved by the UN Security Council Resolution 2231. It must be emphasized
that although Iran has been complying with its commitment to the JPCOA as has been
confirmed by Director General of the International Atomic energy Agency (IAEA) Yukiya

Amano in September 10" 2018, the sanctions against Iran have never been lifted. The
JCPOA had resolved only Iran’s nuclear program and its oil trade. Iran restricted its nuclear
activities and allowed inspections of its nuclear facilities in exchange for the release of its oil
money that was held by international banks.

Re-imposing the sanctions was condemned by the whole international community except, of
course, by Israel, Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emirates (UAE). The European Union issued
a statement regretting the US new sanctions against Iran. It states the following:

“Our aim is to protect European economic actors, who have legitimate
commercial exchange with Iran in line with European legislation and the United
Nations’ Security Council resolution 2231 ... the 2015 agreement is crucial for
the security of Europe, the region and the entire world.”

Russia rejected the sanctions and declared them illegal. China declared that it will continue
its trade with Iran in confirmation to its commitment to the nuclear deal. South Korean and
Indian industries depend greatly on Iranian oil. Iran’s neighbors; Turkey, Iraq, Afghanistan,
and Pakistan, consider Iran their major trade partner and their economies would be
devastated without such trade.
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These particular unilateral American sanctions against Iran are unprecedented illegal and
most dangerous events in the American history. For the first time in world history, the US;
the host of the United Nations and the Security Council, is violating UNSC resolution 2231.
Worst than that, Trump’s administration is threatening to punish other nations; the whole
world in fact, who would abide by this particular legal resolution. This constitutes a mockery
of international decisions and a criminal blackmail of responsible nations, who seek to
uphold international laws and agreements. This American violation of UNSC resolution will
marginalize and weaken international organizations such as the UN, SC, ICC, IAEA and
others. The present international legal world order would be rendered irrelevant and could
be gradually dissolved leading to international chaos.

For the first time in American history, its close allies such as EU, Japan, South Korea, India
and even Turkey, firmly opposed the American policies, decided to create new financial and
trade mechanism; Special Purpose Vehicle, based on barter system to circumvent American
sanctions, and to continue doing business with Iran. Furthermore, the EU declared that its
1969 law would protect all and any European corporation, who wants to do business with
Iran, from any lawsuit by non-European courts.

States and corporations started abandoning the use of Petro dollar and American banking
systems and are using instead local currencies and local banks to pay for Iranian oil. India
and Iran are using Indian currency; the rupees, to trade oil. South Korea is paying for Iranian
oil via the Central Bank of Iran’s accounts at Woori Bank and the Industrial Bank of Korea.

All this could usher a new international economic and trade system independent from the
hegemonic American financial system. This will gradually isolate the US further and will
render its Dollar and its financial banking weaker.

Trump’s “America first” motto is perceived, although not openly expressed, by European
leaders as similar to Hitler's “Deutschland Uber alles”; “Germany over all” motto, and even
more dangerously threatening world peace. Trump called to build the US/Mexico separation
wall against “illegal criminal” Hispanic immigrants, imposed unfair trade tariffs against other
nations, demanded EU to contribute more money to NATO, withdrew from climate
agreement, recognized Jerusalem as capital of Israel in violation of all international
agreements, demanded UN member countries to blindly and automatically adopt American
policies because the US is the largest financial contributor to the UN, cut American
contributions to world organizations such as UNRWA, threatened to withdraw US from World
Trade Organization, sold weapons to Saudi Arabia to continue its terrorist inhumane war
against Yemen, is working to cover up the Saudi terrorist support in Syria and its local
crimes against its own dissenters and journalists such as Khashoggi’s murder, is imposing
unilateral illegal sanctions against other states, and lately but not lastly is withdrawing from
nuclear INF treaty to allow the US to deploy advanced nuclear weapons into Europe.

Such policies had caused Donald Tusk; the President of the European Council, to warn of the
emergence of“... a new phenomenon; the capricious assertiveness of the American
administration ... with friends like that who needs enemies... Trump’s doctrine is dangerous
for Europe”

In his interview in French with Europe 1 radio Mr. Macron; the French President, criticizing
Trump’s move to scrap the INF treaty with Russia that eliminated a whole class of missiles
stationed in Europe, had suggested that Europe needs to form its own true European army
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to defend itself against Russia, China and even the US: “We have to protect ourselves with
respect to China, Russia and even the United States of America.” Macron’s sentiment was
endorsed by Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany. Macron has also rebuked Trump’s
nationalist policies in his speech during the WWI armistice centenary ceremony this Sunday

Nov. 11",

These strong oppositions from America’s European allies and the international
condemnations of the sanctions against Iran had forced Trump’s administration to ease its
sanctions by granting oil waivers to eight countries; Japan, South Korea, India, China,
Taiwan, Turkey, Greece and Italy, for a period of six months. European Union did not receive
such a waiver, which led Bruno Le Maire; the French economy minister, to complain to The
Financial Times about Trump’s bullying stating that “Europe refuses to allow the US to be
the trade policeman of the world.”

Trump’s administration is under the illusion that what they call “toughest sanctions” would
bring Iran to its knees, and they are trying to sell this illusion to the public as John Bolton;
the National Security Advisor, was trying to do on fox news. Bolton asserted that:

“sanctions are having enormous economic consequences ... Iran is in a
depression ... the rial currency declined about 70% ... inflation had quadrupled
... the country is in recession ... riots and demonstrations all around the
country.”

The facts show that 40 years of real international toughest sanctions against Iran had failed
to even weaken Iran’s economy and resolve. On the contrary, after all the devastation Iran
had suffered during the eight years Irag/lran war, Iran had successfully flourished back to
become one of the strongest economic and military country in the Middle East. During the
last decade Iran had adopted what was described as a resistant economical plan that had
modernized all Iranian industrial and technological avenues leading to self-reliance and self-
sufficiency. Finally, the world was convinced that they could not accomplish any results
except through negotiations that led to the 2015 JCPOA.

The American unilateral on-going 58 years long economic sanctions against the small island
of Cuba had failed to bring Cuba to its knees, yet, Trump’s administration believes that its
own unilateral sanctions against large powerful Iran would yield some results!

One may question what made the Trump’s administration risk losing its international
political credibility, lose its closest allies, face isolation, and suffer probable economic and
financial losses by imposing doomed to failure sanctions. To find the answer one must
consider these sanctions as only one small piece in the puzzle of the New Middle East
Project.

It is a very well-known fact by now that a Zionist Jewish elite owns and controls the Federal
Reserve and almost most of the western banking systems, which fund Jewish lobbies to
influence the foreign policies of most of the Western world for Israel’s benefit. It is also a
well-known fact that the latest few American presidents, few of whom were not qualified for
the position like Trump, would not have attained the presidency except through Jewish
money. For such money and prestigious office, the selected president has to follow the
dictates of the Jewish lobby, otherwise he would meet a fate similar to that of assassinated
president Kennedy.
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The Greater Israel Project was planned for the Middle East. The state of Israel was illegally
and forcefully established on occupied Palestinian land. Yet, after three successive
generations of Zionist Jewish Israeli soldiers got psychologically and emotionally exhausted
by continuous wars, terrorist groups were brought into the region to destroy any Arab
resistance axis to the project. Syria was the latest victim.

A military coalition of Syria, Russia, Iran, and Hezbollah was able to defeat the terrorist
groups. This coalition forms an obstacle to the expansionist Greater Israel Project, and might
become the seed of a new world order competing with the old American unilateral world
order. Trump exposed this fear when he answered reporters who asked him about the
effectiveness of the sanctions. He stated:

“when | came in office it looked like Iran would take over the Middle East, it
was a question of literally less than years, very quickly, and now nobody is
talking about that.”

Trump’s administration seems to have received Zionist orders to destroy this dangerous
seed no matter what the cost is, including the use of economic sanctions and MESA; Arab
NATO-like alliance.

The establishment of the illegal expansionist terrorist state of Israel in the heart of the Arab
World has been the root of all evil in the region for the last hundred years. Unfortunately, as
long as Israel exists more devastating wars are in the future of the Middle East, and the
whole world will not be spared of its evil effects.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Dr. Elias Akleh, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Dr. Elias Akleh

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted

| 4


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elias-akleh
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/elias-akleh
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca

material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

| 5


mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

