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UN Under-Secretary- General for Peacekeeping Operations Herve Ladsous claimed Tuesday
that Syria is now in “a full-scale civil war.” It is the first time the UN has made such a grave
assessment of the country’s situation.

Civil war is usually a result of military confrontation between forces with matching combat
abilities and bases. In this sense, it is a bit early to call the current situation in Syria a full-
scale civil war, as opposition forces cannot compete with the government army in terms of
strength and bases at the moment.

But the Syrian conflict is spiraling out of control, and sliding toward an all out civil war. This
is the tragedy of Syria. The current upheaval started with small-scale clashes. The Assad
regime, under external pressure, has pledged comprehensive reform, including amending
the constitution and adopting more democratic steps. But the West, seeking to oust Assad,
turned a blind eye to the changes. The peace of the country and security of its 20 million
people are at stake in this gamble by the West.

Not all Syrian people are against Assad, who still claims the support of at least half of the
population. The political will of this country is being forced to change. An opposition force is
being fostered and armed, putting Syria onto a bloody course. The Assad government has
its share of the blame, but the process is being promoted by the West.

The Assad regime has already changed under the new constitution. But the real reason for
the West seeking to end his rule is not about democracy, but weakening Iran and Moscow’s
influence  in  the  Arab  world.  If  the  current  chaos  continues,  Assad  may  very  likely  be
overthrown. But how many more people will be killed? And are they aware they are actually
victims of a geopolitical game that has nothing to do with democracy?

China is not interested in sustaining Assad’s rule, but we support the Syrian people in
choosing their own fate. We urge the parties involved to negotiate for a solution to end the
bloody confrontation early. But the principle has been abandoned. Now the Assad regime
and the Western-backed opposition are close to a showdown.

Annan’s  reconciliation  plan  and the chance for  peace have been wasted.  But  we still
advocate political talks. Even though the appeal sounds weak, it is better than supporting
killing. The escalation of the Syrian tragedy is a crucial lesson to China and Russia. They
have to avoid the tragedy being repeated in Central Asia and regions that concern them.

Syria’s fate may have already been sealed, as it is a small country struggling with big
powers and facing a divided domestic political landscape. But since its special geopolitical
position will not be changed with this round of military actions, it will still be grilled further.
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