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Which Countries Have Stopped Supplying Arms to
Israel?

As civilian casualties continue to mount in Gaza, global calls for countries to
halt arms sales to Israel grow.
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The United States Senate has approved a bill committing $14bn to support Israel’s war on
Gaza this week.

Even before the start of the war last October, the US firmly supported Israel with the supply
of military equipment, contributing $3bn annually in military aid. Many other countries
provide military support to Israel via arms sales.

Civilian casualties continue to mount in Gaza - currently standing at more than 28,000 dead
with thousands more trapped under rubble and presumed dead in just four months of
bombardment and ground invasions. The rising death toll is prompting international
condemnation from humanitarian and civil society groups in the form of statements,
protests and lawsuits filed against countries alleged to be providing military support to
Israel. Some countries are responding to this pressure.

On Monday, the European Union foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, commented on US
President Joe Biden’s description of Israel’s response to the October 7 Hamas attacks as
“over the top”. “Well, if you believe that too many people are being killed, maybe you
should provide less arms in order to prevent so many people being killed,” Borrell told
reporters.

So which countries continue to send weapons to Israel and which are taking steps to
suspend supply?
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Who Supplies Arms to Israel?

According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute’s arms transfers

database
us.

, 68 percent of Israel’s weapons imports between 2013 and 2022 came from the

The US military also stockpiles weapons on the ground in Israel, presumably for use by the

usS army

itself. However, the US has allowed Israel to make use of some of these supplies

during the Gaza war.
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US military aid to Israel

The US has sent Israel more than $120bn in military aid since 1960.
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Besides the US, Israel also receives military imports from other nations.

= Weapons imported from Germany make up 28 percent of Israel’s military
imports. Germany’s military exports rose nearly tenfold in 2023 compared with
2022 after it increased sales to Israel in November, according to figures from the
German Economic Ministry. Germany primarily supplies Israel with components
for air defence systems and communications equipment, according to the
German press agency dpa.



* The United Kingdom has licensed at least 474 million pounds ($594m) in military
exports to Israel since 2015, Human Rights Watch reported in December 2023.
These exports included aircraft, missiles, tanks, technology and ammunition,
including components for the F-35 stealth bomber used in Gaza.

* In Canada, dozens of civil society groups have recently urged Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau to end arms exports to Israel. The government says it does not
send full weapons systems to Israel, but these civil society groups claim it is
downplaying the amount of military support it provides. “Canadian companies
have exported over $84m [114 million Canadian dollars] in military goods to
Israel since 2015,” said Michael Bueckert, vice president of Canadians for Justice
and Peace in the Middle East, an advocacy group, adding that the government
has continued to approve arms exports since the start of the war,

» Australia’s foreign affairs minister has said the country has not provided
weapons to Israel since the start of the war. However, The Australian Greens
party’s defence spokesperson, David Shoebridge, has asked for the government
to be more transparent about exactly what items have been exported to Israel,
adding that the country has one of the most secretive weapons export systems
in the world. Amnesty International has also called on Australia to halt arms
sales to Israel and claims the country has approved 322 defence exports to Israel
over the past six years.

* In France, a pro-Palestine demonstration on February 7 called on French
companies, including Dassault Aviation, to stop selling arms to lIsrael.
Demonstrators said, according to the Anadolu news agency, “all French
companies that sell arms to the Tel Aviv administration are complicit in Israel’s
genocide in Gaza”".

Click here to read the full article on Al Jazeera.
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