
| 1

Where Syria’s Government Sends “Conquered
Terrorists”

By Eric Zuesse
Global Research, May 10, 2018

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: Media Disinformation, Terrorism,

US NATO War Agenda
In-depth Report: SYRIA

On  May  8th,  Syria’s  Government  bannered,  “6th  batch  of  terrorists  leave  southern
Damascus  for  northern  Syria”  and  reported  that  “During  the  past  five  days,  218  buses
carrying … terrorists with their families exited from the three towns to Jarablos and Idleb
under the supervision of the Syrian Arab Red Crescent.” Jarablos (or “Jarabulus”) is a town
or “District” in the Aleppo Governate; and Idleb (or “Idlib”) is the capital District in the
adjoining  Governate  of  Idlib,  which  Governate  is  immediately  to  the  west  of  Aleppo
Governate; and both Jarabulus and Idlib border on Turkey to the north. Those two towns in
Syria’s far northwest are where captured jihadists are now being sent.

The  Government  is  doing  that  because  at  this  final  stage  in  the  7-year-long  war,  it  wants
civilian deaths and additional destruction of buildings to be kept to a minimum, and so is
offering jihadists the option of surviving instead of being forced to fight to the death (which
would then require Syria’s Government to destroy the entire area that’s occupied by the
terrorists); this way, these final clean-up operations against the terrorists won’t necessarily
require bombing whole neighborhoods — surrenders thus become likelier, so as to end the
war as soon as possible, and to keep destruction and civilian casualties at a minimum. 

On  May  7th,  the  Syrian  Government  headlined  “Preparations  for  evacuating  fifth  batch  of
terrorists from Yalda, Babila and Beit Sahem towns started”, and reported that,

“more than 60 buses entered Beit Sahem town to transport terrorists who
reject  the  settlement  [offered  by  the  Government]  along  with  their  families
from the towns to Jarablos in coincidence with the continuation of the military
operation carried out by the army on the northern parts of al-Hajar al-Aswad
paving the way for declaring the area of southern Damascus free of terrorism.”

Thousands of conquered jihadists (or “terrorists”) that the U.S. and its allies had been
arming  and  assisting  to  overthrow  and  replace  Syria’s  elected  Government,  are
surrendering in large numbers now, and are being loaded by Syria’s army onto buses and
s e n t  n o r t h w a r d ,  m a i n l y  t o  t h e  t o w n  o f  J a r a b u l u s  ( s u c h  a s  t h e
instances here and here and here and here and here and here) — that being one of the few
towns where opposition to Syria’s elected President, Bashar al-Assad, has been favored by a
majority of the population, and where Al Qaeda (which in Syria is called al-Nusra and other
names) and ISIS (which also is called by additional names) have been more popular than
Syria’s secular elected President, Assad. The entire Governate of Idlib is the most pro-
jihadist Governate in all of Syria.
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Here’s a breakdown of the regions (called “Governates”) of Syria, and showing each one’s
support for Syria’s Government, versus their support for the U.S.-and-allied opposition to it
(i.e., for the jihadists):

As can be seen there, only 9% of people polled in Idlib (“Idlip”) favored Assad, while 70% of
them favored Nusra (Al Qaeda in Syria).

Those  figures  are  from  a  2014  poll  taken  by  the  British  polling  firm  Orb  International,  in
order to assist the U.S. and its allies to overthrow and replace Syria’s Government. That poll
was commissioned for a reason — NATO wanted this information:

On  31  May  2013,  the  non-mainstream  news-site,  World  Tribune,  had
headlined “NATO data: Assad winning the war for Syrians’ hearts and minds”,
and reported that:

After two years of civil war, support for the regime of Syrian President Bashar
Assad was said to have sharply increased.

NATO has been studying data that told of a sharp rise in support for Assad. The
data, compiled by Western-sponsored activists and organizations, showed that
a majority of Syrians were alarmed by the Al Qaida takeover of the Sunni revolt
and preferred to return to Assad, Middle East Newsline reported.

“The people are sick of the war and hate the jihadists more than Assad,” a
Western source familiar with the data said. “Assad is winning the war mostly
because the people are cooperating with him against the rebels.”

The data, relayed to NATO over the last month, asserted that 70 percent of

https://web.archive.org/web/20150716135637/https://www.orb-international.com/perch/resources/syriadatatablesjuly2014.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20130613154146/http://www.worldtribune.com/2013/05/31/nato-data-assad-winning-the-war-for-syrians-hearts-and-minds/
http://www.menewsline.com/1128-About-Us.aspx
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Syrians support the Assad regime. Another 20 percent were deemed neutral
and the remaining 10 percent expressed support for the rebels.

The sources said no formal polling was taken in Syria, racked by two years of
civil war in which 90,000 people were reported killed. They said the data came
from a range of activists and independent organizations that were working in
Syria, particularly in relief efforts.

The data was relayed to NATO as the Western alliance has been divided over
whether to intervene in Syria.  Britain and France were said to have been
preparing to send weapons to the rebels while the United States was focusing
on protecting Syria’s southern neighbor Jordan.

A report to NATO said Syrians have undergone a change of heart over the last
six months.  The change was seen most in the majority Sunni  community,
which was long thought to have supported the revolt.

“The Sunnis have no love for Assad, but the great majority of the community is
withdrawing from the revolt,”  the source said.  “What is  left  is  the foreign
fighters who are sponsored by Qatar and Saudi  Arabia.  They are seen by the
Sunnis as far worse than Assad.”

And, if this is the way that Sunnis felt about Assad, and about his opposition the ‘rebels’
(that the U.S. supported), then obviously Shia (including Alawite) Syrians were even more
supportive of him, and so too were Christian Syrians.

So, this British polling firm became commissioned to obtain more-reliable figures, and those
figures confirmed the earlier estimates.

*

On 12 April 2018, three days after U.S. and its allies alleged a Syrian chemical attack in
Douma in  East  Ghouta,  Russia’s  Sputnik  News  bannered  “E  Ghouta  Mop-up:  Militants
Surrender Another Haul of Israeli, European-Made Arms” and reported that,

“3,792 people, including 1,384 militants and members of their families, are
being  evacuated  from  Douma  and  taken  to  the  town  of  Jarabulus  in
northeastern Aleppo, northern Syria on 85 buses.”

Then, on the night of April 13th, the U.S. and some allies launched a missile-invasion against
Syria based on charging Syria’s Government as having been the alleged source of the
alleged chemical attack that had allegedly occurred in Douma.

Now  that  the  U.S.  alliance  has  failed  to  conquer  Syria,  the  U.S.  is  trying  to  break  off  the
northern third of the country, and is trying to include, in that U.S.-allied area, as much of
Syria’s oil-producing region, around Deir Ezzor, as possible, so as to steal from Syrians as
much of Syria’s oil as possible — oil that until recently was being stolen instead by ISIS.

None  of  the  news-reports  indicate  why  Jarabulus  and  Idlib  were  chosen  by  Syria’s
Government,  as  the  places  in  which  to  concentrate  the  jihadists;  but,  presumably,  a
sympathetic population exists there, to receive them. Perhaps, since they’re on the border
with  Turkey  —  which,  like  the  U.S.,  has  been  trying  to  overthrow  Assad  —  Syria’s
Government is also hoping to make the jihadists become Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip

https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201804121063473300-militants-in-ghouta-surrender-foreign-made-weapons/
https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201804121063473300-militants-in-ghouta-surrender-foreign-made-weapons/
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Erdogan’s problem to deal with, and not only Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s problem.
Maybe doing that would reduce some of Erdogan’s ardor for regime-change in Syria.

Most of Syria’s ‘rebels’ are not Syrians, but instead are jihadists from around the world,
fundamentalist Sunnis who have been recruited, with funding provided mainly by the Sauds
who own Saudi Arabia, and by the Thanis who own Qatar, and by the six royal families who
own UAE. All of these royal families are themselves fundamentalist Sunnis, and virtually all
jihadists  except  the ones that  attack Israel  are  Sunnis.  America’s  Presidents  lie  about
“radical  Islamic  terrorism”  by  saying  that  Shiite  Iran  is  the  “top  state-sponsor  of
terrorism,” and even that Iran caused 9/11; but none of that is at all  true. Israel gets
attacked  both  by  Sunni  terrorists  and  by  Shiite  terrorists  —  and  Shiite  terrorism  is
exclusively  against  Israel.  By  contrast,  Sunni  terrorism is  against  U.S.,  EU,  Japan,  and
virtually every non-Islamic country. Israel is allied with the Sauds, who hate Shiites and have
hated them since 1744. And U.S.-allied ‘news’media hide all of these essential facts, from
their respective publics, so as to redirect The West’s anti-terrorist anger against Iran as the
villain, and away from the Sauds and their friends as the villains. This lie protects the
fundamentalist  Sunni  Governments  of  Saudi  Arabia,  UAE,  and  America’s  other  Middle
Eastern allies — the very countries that are behind the Islamic terrorism that plagues the
U.S. and Europe. Syria is instead allied with Iran — not with the Sauds, who are Iran’s sworn
enemies. The U.S. Government is allied with Sunni terrorists now, just as it was in 1979
when it worked with the Sauds to create Al Qaeda in Afghanistan.

On 21 December 2015, the U.S.-allied British think-tank Center on Religion and Politics,
issued a research-report “Ideology and Objectives of the Syrian Rebellion”, and opened: “At
least 65,000 militants in Syria share key parts of the ideology of ISIS, with 15 of its rivals
ready to take its place if it is defeated. They reported:

Key Findings

Sixty per cent of major Syrian rebel groups are Islamist extremists

Our study of 48 rebel factions in Syria revealed that 33 per cent – nearly
100,000 fighters – have the same ideological objectives as ISIS. If you take into
account  Islamist  groups  (those  who  want  a  state  governed  by  their
interpretation of Islamic law), this figure jumps to 60 per cent.

Unless Assad goes, the Syrian war will go on and spread further

Despite the conflicting ideologies of the rebel groups, 90 per cent of the groups
studied hold the defeat of Assad’s regime as a principal objective. Sixty-eight
per cent seek the establishment of Islamic law in Syria. In contrast, only 38 per
cent have the defeat of ISIS as a stated goal.

Nonetheless, they insisted on overthrowing Bashar al-Assad, based on the incredible claim:
“Unless Assad goes, the Syrian war will go on and spread further.” They obviously think that
the public — the readers of their report — are extremely stupid. Furthermore, their report
ignored that all of these terrorist groups are fundamentalist-Sunni, and that all of the non-
ISIS groups are led by Nusra — Syria’s Al Qaeda. The intent there to deceive is clear, but
their  report  that  “nearly  100,000  fighters  have  the  same  ideological  objectives  as  ISIS”
(which  likewise  is  a  fundamentalist-Sunni  group)  was  probably  true.

If the devil incarnate ruled the U.S. and its allies, then how would they be any different from
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this? What does “evil” even mean? Syria is trying to rid itself of jihadists, but the U.S. and its
allies rely upon the jihadists as the U.S. alliance’s proxy-forces or “boots on the ground” to
attain their goal of stealing Syria’s oil and so forth. That’s bad, but The West’s hypocrisy
about  these  matters  makes  its  evil  even  worse  than  that,  like  evil-squared  —  evil
compounded by lies about itself.

*

Investigative historian Eric Zuesse is the author, most recently, of  They’re Not Even Close:
The Democratic vs. Republican Economic Records, 1910-2010, and of  CHRIST’S
VENTRILOQUISTS: The Event that Created Christianity. He is a frequent contributor to Global
Research.

Order Mark Taliano’s Book “Voices from Syria” directly from Global Research.  

Taliano talks and listens to the people of Syria. He reveals the courage and resilience of a
Nation and its people in their day to day lives, after more than six years of US-NATO
sponsored terrorism and three years of US “peacemaking” airstrikes.

Mark Taliano combines years of research with on-the-ground observations to present an
informed and well-documented analysis that refutes  the mainstream media narratives on
Syria. 

Voices from Syria 
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