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Considering the fact that the incident took place near Urup and not near any of the Kuril
Islands that Japan claims as its own, the US can’t plausibly claim that it was ‘operating
safely in international waters’ since Russia’s writ over Urup is universally uncontested even
by Tokyo.

The Russian Ministry of Defense claimed on Saturday that it employed “appropriate means”
to chase away a US submarine that intruded in the country’s territorial waters near Urup
(not to be confused with the island of Iturup that Japan claims as its own alongside several
others), which is one of Russia’s Kuril Islands, and refused to surface after being demanded
to do so. The US military attaché in Moscow was summoned to the Ministry of Defense
where  he  was  handed  over  a  note.  The  Pentagon  officially  denied  that  the  incident  took
place but wouldn’t comment on the location of its submarines, with a representative only
saying  that  “we  do  fly,  sail,  and  operate  safely  in  international  waters.”  Kremlin  aide  Yuri
Ushakov  also  said  that  Presidents  Putin  and  Biden  didn’t  discuss  the  incident  during
Saturday’s call.

 

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/andrew-korybko
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/asia
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/usa
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/IJiNQuW?EMAIL=&go.x=0&go.y=0&go=GO
https://www.instagram.com/globalresearch_crg/
https://tass.com/defense/1402259
https://oneworld.press/?module=articles&action=view&id=2410
https://tass.com/defense/1402255
https://tass.com/defense/1402297
https://tass.com/world/1402443
https://tass.com/politics/1402431


| 2

 

The conflicting narratives from each side prompted confusion about what really happened.
It’s extremely unlikely that Russia would completely fabricate this incident and even go as
far as summoning the US military attaché in Moscow if it was entirely made-up. This very
strongly suggests that something really did happen even though the US would prefer to
keep mum about it. It’s also a relief that there was no clash between these two nuclear
superpowers’ forces, especially considering the extremely tense ties between them brought
about by the undeclared US–provoked missile crisis in Europe. It would be inaccurate to
describe this as a non-incident but it also wasn’t a crisis either, just a serious scandal. The
US was very clearly trying to test the Russian Navy’s defenses in the Northern Pacific.

Considering the fact that the incident took place near Urup and not near any of the Kuril
Islands that Japan claims as its own, the US can’t plausibly claim that it was “operating
safely in international waters” since Russia’s writ over Urup is universally uncontested even
by Tokyo. It’s curious to note that this happened the day after the US unveiled its latest
Indo-Pacific strategy, suggesting that America was attempting to flex its muscles in Russia’s
part of this bi-oceanic space but was humiliatingly caught doing so and subsequently chased
away in shame. Since the incident wasn’t brought up during Saturday’s call between their
leaders, it seems as though President Putin understood that it most likely wasn’t linked to
their US-provoked tensions in Europe and hence thought not to discuss it.

All told, this scandal is worth discussing even if only to prove that the US will dangerously
saber-rattle against  Russia’s  conventional  forces even within its  own maritime territory
irrespective of the current tensions between them. This speaks to America’s arrogance,
which is a holdover from its fading unipolar hegemony that US leaders still  cling to in
delusion. There is absolutely no way that Russia would ever accept any foreign military
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forces, let alone a US nuclear-powered submarine, intruding in its territory. The Russian
Navy should be commended for promptly responding to this unprecedented provocation in
the calmest but most professional way possible that avoided unnecessarily escalating the
situation while the US should be harshly condemned for irresponsibly risking World War III.
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