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What Should “We” Do About Julian Assange?
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Ecuador’s president Lenín Moreno is reportedly close to reneging on asylum granted to
WikiLeaks publisher Julian Assange by Ecuador. Assange, who holds Ecuadorian citizenship
and is entitled to protection as such by his country of citizenship, is expected to be turned
over to the UK very soon.

And  for  what?  WikiLeaks  dared  to  expose  the  perfidy  of  the  United  States  to  the  world’s
public. The pro-transparency organization enraged the US military-industrial complex by
publishing a slew of classified documents, emails, and graphic accounts like the “Collateral
Murder” video that adduced US war crimes in Iraq.

In other words, Assange is being painted as a criminal for revealing the crimes of US empire.
War is peace. And revealing crimes is criminal.

In mid-July, during president Donald Trump’s visit to England, one press headline reported:
“Trump UK visit:’100,000′ take to London’s streets in astonishing show of opposition to
‘horrible’ president.”

And prior to the US-UK attack on Iraq (based on fixing the intelligence and facts around the
policy),  police  estimated  “at  least  750,000”  people  turned  out  demonstrate  against
partaking in the war against Iraq.

Julian Assange, as a publisher, performed a massive service to humanity in allowing those
who want to be informed about what acts their governments are involved in, support, or are
silent about. WikiLeaks respects “our” right to know.

Clarly, Assange must be protected. Now is a moment that calls for people power, and its
seems this time a people’s movement stands a good shot at a moral victory. Imagine, for a
moment, if a million people showed up at the Ecuadorian embassy in London ready to form
a swarm around Assange when he emerges, thereby barring police access to a man charged
with no crime.

Imagine if the day of Assange’s exit were co-ordinated worldwide by an organized resistance
to empire and it’s cronies, and another million people plus from around the world joined the
Brits at the Ecuadorian embassy. Imagine if they all of them wore Guy Fawkes masks and
black hoodies and Assange were provided with the same by the crowd. Then the massive
crowd raises umbrellas and plays a shell game such that Assange’s whereabouts in the
crowd becomes nigh impossible to ascertain.

The feasibility or probability of success of such a proposal is unknown to this writer.
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What is palpable is that a man, in service of the wider humanity, has courageously put
himself in the crosshairs of the 1%-ers. This poses a challenge to the 99%-ers. What are
“we” going to do about it? It surely is incumbent to protect one of “our” own, gain a victory
for social justice and humanity in the process, and — at the same time — slap back at the
1%-ers.

If someone co-ordinates this, I pledge to buy my ticket to London.

*

Kim Petersen is a former co-editor of the Dissident Voice newsletter. He can be reached at:
kimohp@gmail.com. Twitter: @kimpetersen.
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