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Western Powers Double Down on Syria’s
Destruction
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In-depth Report: SYRIA

“The hottest places in Hell are reserved for those, who in time of great moral crisis, maintain
their neutrality.” – Dante
The world watches as a nation is torn, slow motion, at the seams. Money and geopolitics has
caused a feeding frenzy of  western nations biting and tearing at  Syria,  all  hoping to profit
from the regime’s destruction.

Toward this effort, England, France, and the United States announced increased support to
the “rebels” of Syria. The Obama administration promised $45 million more in funding for
 aid that has now totaled $175 million (is it any wonder there are budget problems inside
the U.S.?).

And although much of the U.S. aid is designated as “humanitarian,” this money will directly
help the military mission by bolstering the prestige of opposition groups, who will use the
U.S. aid to gain adherents by being able to feed and house refugees fleeing the destruction
(assuming that not all of this money will simply be used to buy guns).

Of course there is no accounting of the amount of money and arms the CIA is funneling into
the country. But even The NewYork Times has admitted the CIA’s involvement; in June it
wrote:

“A small  number  of  C.I.A.  officers  are  operating secretly  in  southern Turkey,  helping allies
decide  which  Syrian  opposition  fighters  across  the  border  will  receive  arms  to  fight  the
Syrian  government,  according  to  American  officials  and  Arab  intelligence  officers…the
weapons,  including  automatic  rifles,  rocket-propelled  grenades,  ammunition  and  some
antitank weapons, are being funneled mostly across the Turkish border by way of a shadowy
network of intermediaries including Syria’s Muslim Brotherhood and paid for by Turkey,
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, the officials said.”

There you have the Syrian opposition in a nutshell: groups of mercenaries funded by Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, the United States and France, and the Muslim Brotherhood inside Syria. All of
these  groups  have  their  own  self-interest  in  toppling  the  Syrian  government,  while
destroying the country and its people in the process.

Saudi Arabia has used the Muslim Brotherhood as a key tool in its foreign policy for decades,
funding the organization in countries all over the Middle East and North Africa. When Saudi
Arabia beckons, the Muslim Brotherhood and associated groups can be used to destabilize
“unfriendly”  regimes  in  the  name  of  “jihad”  —  officially  declared  by  clerics  who  work  in
tandem  with  the  Saudi  Arabian  government  to  recruit  fighters  for  the  effort.  This  is  why
there are “terrorist” groups now fighting to overthrow the Syrian government, including Al
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Qaeda — itself born from the purse strings of Saudi Arabia, like the Taliban (there is an
excellent chapter about this dynamic in Vijay Prashad’s book, the Darker Nations).

It is very revealing that, after the U.S. has spent hundreds of millions of dollars and large
amounts  of  weaponry  has  been  trafficked  into  the  country,  the  Syrian  government  still
controls the vast majority of the country. This is because the majority of people inside Syria
do not support the so-called Syrian Opposition. If this were the case, the Syrian government
would have long since been overthrown. The revolutionaries of Egypt and Tunisia did not
need  any  outside  help  in  toppling  their  government,  nor  large  amounts  of  money  or
weaponry.

Therefore,  the  steady  destruction  of  Syria  will  continue  until  it  reaches  a  Libya-like
crescendo:  a  “no  fly  zone”  will  be  the  goal  of  the  western  powers,  with  the  motive  of
toppling  the  regime.

But like in Libya, a no fly zone equals total war. Syria has advanced Russian-made surface-
to-air missiles, which must be destroyed to enforce such a no fly zone. Syria also has fighter
jets that must be destroyed. Additional ground support must be destroyed. And like Libya,
once the bombs start dropping, the mission quickly changes from a “no fly zone” to “regime
change,” i.e., war.

But Syria has a much more powerful  army than Libya, requiring that the U.S.  military
become directly involved in the war, as opposed to outsourcing the conflict to England and
France as they did in Libya. Only the U.S.  military and its subordinate allies have the
required weapons to deal with Syria’s Russian-made weaponry.

But the American people hate war, and thus the U.S. government must introduce the Syrian
war slowly, through non-stop anti-Syria media coverage, in the hopes that opinion polls shift
enough to allow direct military intervention, as opposed to the current indirect type.

What do the people of Syria really want? The NewYork Times revealed that, inside Syria, a
group of twenty opposition groups recently met in Syria’s capital to demand that Syria’s
democratic  transition  happen  peacefully,  in  effect  denouncing  the  armed  rebels  who  are
being  funded  by  foreign  nations.

The international  implications of  this war have already begun to manifest.  Neighboring
countries  are  experiencing  stress  and  destabilization  by  the  flood  of  refugees  from
Syria. The Kurds in Syria may soon call for independence, which will incite further violence
from Turkey. Hezbollah, based in Lebanon, and Iran will work doubly hard to re-enforce the
Syrian government as western powers do the opposite.

Ethnic  and religious  tensions  are  being stoked in  all  neighboring countries,  which has
already led to violence and will be used by politicians in those countries for political aims,
leading to more violence. It’s also possible if an official war is declared against Syria, other
powers will use the chaos as a shield to pursue their own interests —Israel for example, may
opportunistically bomb Iran. Whatever the course of events, the emerging war in Syria has
the potential not only to turn the Middle East into dust, but to drag larger powers like Russia
— an ally of Syria — into conflict with the United States.

All  working  people  in  the  United  States  have  a  duty  to  denounce  this  U.S.-made
humanitarian tragedy and the future threat of war.
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Shamus Cook is  a  social  service worker,  trade unionist,  and writer  for  Workers Action
(www.workerscompass.org) He can be reached at shamuscooke@gmail.com

Notes
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ceful-ouster.html

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Shamus Cooke, Global Research, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Shamus Cooke

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.workerscompass.org/
http://us.mc1613.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=shamuscooke@gmail.com
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/21/world/middleeast/cia-said-to-aid-in-steering-arms-to-syrian-rebels.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/21/world/middleeast/cia-said-to-aid-in-steering-arms-to-syrian-rebels.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/24/world/middleeast/in-damascus-assad-foes-seek-his-peaceful-ouster.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/24/world/middleeast/in-damascus-assad-foes-seek-his-peaceful-ouster.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/shamus-cooke
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/shamus-cooke
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

