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Western Mercenaries Have Integrated the Ranks of
Al Qaeda Rebels in Syria
Germany’s interior minister says Germans teamed up with Syria militants
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In April, the EU’s anti-terror chief Gilles de Kerchove told the British media that some 500
Europeans were in Syria to fight against the government of President Bashar al-Assad.

German Interior Minister Hans-Peter Friedrich has said that a number of German nationals
have teamed up with the foreign-backed militants in Syria.

In  an exclusive interview with  Germany’s  Der  Spiegel  weekly  magazine,  Friedrich officially
confirmed  for  the  first  time  that  there  were  German-born  gunmen  inside  Syria  fighting
against  the  government.Friedrich  particularly  expressed  concern  about  calls  for  those
Europeans who have been trained in battle inside Syria.German officials say that 20 German
nationals are currently fighting in Syria. Some have reportedly even taken their wives there
and live directly on the frontlines of battle.

A recently published study reveals that between 2,000 and 5,500 foreign nationals are
active in Syria. Senior counter-terrorism officials within the European Union have stated that
at least 500 of those nationals come from the EU countries.

Pan-European police force Europol said in its annual EU Terrorism Situation and
Trend Report released on April 25 that Syria was the “destination of choice for
foreign fighters in 2012.”

The  report  cited  the  risk  that  the  foreign  fighters  pose  on  Europe  –  after  their  return  –
through using new training and knowledge that  they acquired in  Syria  for  conducting
terrorist activities.

“The threat from terrorism… remains strong in Europe. It also continues to evolve from
structured groups and networks to smaller EU-based groups and solo terrorists or lone
actors,” the report said.

Europe has seen a rise in the number of its citizens entering Syria as ‘jihadists.’

On April 24, EU’s anti-terror chief Gilles de Kerchove told the British media that some 500
Europeans were in Syria to fight against the government of President Bashar al-Assad.
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Kerchove said Britain, Ireland and France were among the EU countries to have the highest
numbers of militants in Syria.

Unrest has gripped Syria for over two years and the Syrian government maintains that the
chaos is being orchestrated from outside the country.
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