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2020 HB 4615

» Introduced and referred to House Judiciary Committee on January 30, 2020
ICNL analysis:

Would heighten the penalties for protests near oil and gas pipelines and other
infrastructure. Under the bill, knowingly trespassing on property containing a
critical infrastructure facility is punishable by a year in jail and a $500 fine.
Criminal trespass on critical infrastructure property with intent to “vandalize,
deface, tamper with equipment, or impede or inhibit operations” of the facility
is a felony punishable by up to three years in prison and a $1,000 fine. Actually
vandalizing, defacing, or tampering with the facility-regardless of actual
damage-is a felony punishable by 5 years in prison and a $2,000 fine. An
individual convicted of any of the offenses, and any entity that “compensates,
provides consideration to or remunerates” a person for committing the
offenses, is also civilly liable for any damage sustained. An organization or
person found to have “conspired” to commit any of the offenses-regardless of
whether they were committed-is subject to a criminal fine. The bill newly
defines “critical infrastructure facility” under West Virginia law to include a
range of oil, gas, electric, water, telecommunications, and railroad facilities
that are fenced off or posted with signs indicating that entry is prohibited.

Industry Lobbying

The state of West Virginia does not require lobbyists or companies to disclose positions
taken on specific legislation.

A list of registered lobbyists [PDF download] as of January 30, 2020 includes several
lobbyists for companies and groups that have supported similar bills in other states,
including the following companies.

= American Petroleum Institute (API)

= American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM)
= Dominion Energy

= Dow Chemical

= Enbridge

ExxonMobil
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= Marathon Petroleum
= TransCanada

This list is not confirmation of lobbying for HB 4615.
Campaign Finance Data

Eight of the nine co-sponsors of HB 4615 have received a collective $48,050 in campaign
contributions from oil, gas, electric utility and railroad interests.

See Full Report: State Bills to Criminalize Peaceful Protest of Oil & Gas “Critical

Infrastructure”

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is PolluterWatch
Copyright © Connor Gibson, PolluterWatch, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Connor Gibson

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://www.followthemoney.org/show-me?dt=1&f-fc=2&c-t-eid=21776789,6581517,44272196,6700966,6581534,39705660,39705501,39705372&d-cci=36,33,111#[{1|gro=c-t-id,d-eid,d-par
https://www.followthemoney.org/show-me?dt=1&f-fc=2&c-t-eid=21776789,6581517,44272196,6700966,6581534,39705660,39705501,39705372&d-cci=36,33,111#[{1|gro=c-t-id,d-eid,d-par
http://polluterwatch.org/State-Bills-Criminalize-Peaceful-Protest-Oil-Gas-Critical-Infrastructure-pipelines
http://polluterwatch.org/State-Bills-Criminalize-Peaceful-Protest-Oil-Gas-Critical-Infrastructure-pipelines
https://polluterwatch.org/WEST-VIRGINIA-Oil-Gas-Critical-Infrastructure-Anti-Protest-Bills-alec-csg
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/connor-gibson
https://polluterwatch.org/WEST-VIRGINIA-Oil-Gas-Critical-Infrastructure-Anti-Protest-Bills-alec-csg
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/connor-gibson
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

