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Below is an important letter from former Ontario Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Richard
Schabas, addressed to Ontario Premier Doug Ford.

“The national lockdown was never part of our planned pandemic response nor is it
supported by strong science”.

“Two recent studies on the effectiveness of lockdown show that it has, at most, a small

COVID mortality benefit compared to more moderate measures. Both studies warned about
the excessive cost of lockdowns.”
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Dr, Richard Schabas, MD, MHS¢, FRCPC
“f@gmail.com: 647 '
Junugry 18, 2021

Premier Doug Ford
111 Wellesley Strect West
Torcnte, ON M7A LA

Deir Premier Ford;

[ servid as Ontario’s Chiet Medical Officar of Health from 1987 o 1997, 1 helped train many current
medical officers. including Dr. Williams and was Chief of Stafl ot York Central Hospral during the 2003
SARS erisis,

On Janoary 13, 2021, MPP Roman Baber sent yeu 4 public letter calling on your Government fo change
course on Covid: MPF Baber made five key points and | beliove he was eorrect on all five items.

First, reasonuble estimates of the infection (ntality rate (IFR) from Covid huve boen deelining s we leirn
more, Outside of Long Ferm Care, the risk of dyving iFyou are Infected with Cavid is probably less than
0,2% overall and deaths are coneentrated m the bl elderly, Yourger people smd healthy people have a
much lower risk. Models that predicted hundreds of thousands of deaths frome Covid in Canada were badly
wrong because they used incorreet. exapgernsed inputs.

Sceond. lockdown was never part of our planned pandamic response nor s i supported by strong svience,
Loekdemwm has been used by almost every developed eountry and, in the preat majority of eases, the lack of
response spesks for itself, Two recent studies on the eliectiveness of Tockdown show that it bas, af muost, a
smll Covid mortality bepelitcompared o more moderate measures, Bothstudies warn sbout the exeessive
comt of lockdown,

Third, there are significant costs 10 Jockdowns - lost edieation, tnemployment, socind isolition,
deteriorating mental health and compromised access o health care, Lockdown s am alfront 1o soesed justive
hecause fis burdens fall disproportonately on the young. the working poor and visible minorities. We will
be puying for lockdown - In hves and dollirs Tor-decades to come,

Fourth, in Apmil the govermment aimoumeed that it had sdded almost 1,300 eritieal care beds t eope with
Covid surge. Now, aiter mse months o prepare for the predictable resurgence of Covide why do vou have
bess ICTT Capacity than we had st April!

Fifth, the government his rexorted to fammongering 10 eneourage companes with lickdown, An exectient
vxample s in the povernment's respanse o M, Baber's letter. Instead or addressing his pomtahout Covid
IFHs; the government ¢ited Covid's reported case fatadity rate (CFR), Every knowledgeable observer of
Covid onderstands that CEFR is i msell an irvelevam number, [FR s the mesningdul measure of virulence,
CFR™s omly “virtiue™ is its ahility 10 frighten by overstating the real risk of dying from o Covid infection, |
can think of no other reason Lor the government to cite CFR exeopt t promote Tear,

Covid 15 0 matural disester with trugte comsequenees, Our wel-infentioned but misgaided efforts 1o control
Cownd are only compoundmg the tragedy, We need rochange corse, Noone has all the answers but the
first step 18 fo start oaking the vight questions.  Mr, Baber deserves great eredit for his courage in trving
open fhe discussion, '

Sinverely,

D, Richard Schabas

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.
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