
| 1

We Need Feminism Free of Condescension
The following is from a speech by CODEPINK co-director, Danaka Katovich,
given at Palestinian Feminist Collective’s International Working Women’s Day
Vigil for Palestine on Friday March 8th
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I was three years old when CODEPINK was founded, by women I still interact with on a daily
basis. So I’ve been able to hear what sort of discursive battles they had to face in the United
States with other “feminist” groups in the lead up to the US invasions and occupations of
the early 2000’s. Media or politicians would show pictures of women in Kabul or Baghdad
wearing  hijabs  and  insist  that  it  was  actually  the  US  military  that  would  bring  them
empowerment.

That notion is obviously, to us at least, rooted in racism, condescension, and quite frankly –
misogyny.  And  I  want  to  talk  about  the  condescension  part  and  how  I  feel  it’s  my
responsibility as a feminist in the west, a part of a feminist organization in the west to throw
condescension out the window, and what sort of political clarity it provides in incredibly
important moments like right now.

I looked up the definition of “condescending” for this, just to see if it would provide anything
I didn’t already know. What we immediately assume the word to mean if we had heard it
before is something like patronizing, or talking down to people. But what is also included in
the definition of condescension is “disdain”. Disdain is the feeling that someone is unworthy
of your respect.

We know how mainstream western  feminists  talk  about  Palestinian,  Arab,  and Muslim
women. Examples include insisting, either directly or indirectly, that war and occupation will
help them somehow or that their oppressors treat women better than they do.

“Feminists” like Tammy Duckworth or Nancy Pelosi  will  always agree that Israel  treats
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women great, as if Palestinian women who are murdered and abused at the hands of Israel
don’t exist at all. The subtext of this being that Palestinian women couldn’t possibly know
what’s good for them. That’s disdain. That’s not feminism.

Having a perspective on feminism that rejects condescension allows us to avoid the same
pitfalls so many people didn’t when the US was talking about invading Afghanistan under
the guise of “liberating women.”

When the New York Times came out with a story about mass rape on October 7, we were
able to ask “where is your evidence?”

And we were right to ask those questions, right? And we should be asking a lot of questions
when the intent of the story was to galvanize feminists in the west to support the ongoing
genocide of the Palestinian people. They didn’t need evidence. They just needed western
women to consent to dropping bombs on Palestinian women to exact revenge for something
that they completely made up. It demanded we value Israeli women over Palestinian women
because that’s what they do.

Feminism that is free of condescension allows us to act with clarity in these moments. It
allows us to act with humility. It allows us to be in genuine solidarity with women all over the
world and not  just  in  our hyper specific contexts.  We can only know what’s  best  for  us as
individuals, but what’s best for women as a whole will be shaped by Palestinian resistance
struggles, and struggles for gender oppressed people all over the world. May we all operate
with this razor sharp clarity, without condescension until Palestine is free and long after.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and  subscribe  to  our  Telegram Channel.  Feel  free  to  repost  and  share  widely  Global
Research articles.

Featured image source

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Danaka Katovich, Global Research, 2024

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Danaka Katovich

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

https://www.trtworld.com/magazine/how-israel-wiped-out-a-generation-of-gazas-poets-writers-and-artists-16387009
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/danaka-katovich
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/danaka-katovich
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 3

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

