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The situation today is far more serious. We are at a very dangerous crossroads (M.Ch.)
The military build-up and economic sanctions against Iran are designed to unleash a global
war from the Mediterranean to China with unpredictable consequences, warns Michel
Chossudovsky, Director of the Centre for Research on Globalization.Tensions between Iran
and the West are close to crisis level. With massive help from the western media, Iran has
ﬁrmly become embedded as the root of all evil in the minds of many westerners.
The author of the book Towards a World War Three Scenario, The Dangers of Nuclear War
told RT that “The issue of Iran’s nuclear weapons is a red herring, but this red herring could
lead us to a WWIII scenario.” He also recalled all the American military bases with nuclear
weapons close to Iran’s borders.
Michel Chossudovsky recalled that a couple of weeks ago [January 2012], America’s
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta quite categorically stated to CBS that Iran neither
possesses, nor is developing nuclear weapons. Panetta did not rule out that there are still
diplomatic means to cut Iran’s Gordian knot.
But considering the US military preparations around Iran, this statement rather looks like a
deceptive maneuver.
Last week, EU nations adopted an unprecedented set of sanctions against the Islamic
Republic.
These include a complete embargo on oil supplies from Iran, and are expected to come into
force in July.
“What we are witnessing here is a build-up towards a military confrontation. These sanctions
constitute the staging of a military agenda,” feels Michel Chossudovsky. “In turn, we have
massive deployment of US military hardware, troops going to Israel to be stationed in Israel,
more troops go to Kuwait, [American] naval forces are entering the Persian Gulf.”
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Michel Chossudovsky believes that “What the United States wants now, including its allies,
is some kind of a green light which will give a human face to a war.”
On Monday, the UN nuclear inspectors started a three-day mission to examine Iran’s atomic
activities.
Tehran says the talks with the International Atomic Energy Agency, the ﬁrst in more than
three years, will prove its nuclear program is purely peaceful.
With the visit of the IAEA inspectors, Iran is playing a diplomatic card, believes
Chossudovsky. The IAEA is not politically controlled, so once it conﬁrms Iran’s nuclear
program has peaceful purposes, this should undermine the aggressive intentions of the
West.
The US needs a contrary statement from the IAEA to use this for transition to a new –
military – stage in the Iran drama.
“This war has already started. There are drone attacks, there are special [American] forces
inside Iran and there is ﬁnancial warfare,” considers Michel Chossudovsky.
Plans to invade Iran emerged immediately after the invasion of Iraq, Chossudovsky informs,
with military preparations begun around 2005, so by now everything should be ready and in
place for a full-scale military conﬂict.
“The WWIII scenario is unthinkable. This war would extend from the Mediterranean to the
Chinese border. It could possibly include Russia and China,” Michel Chossudovsky
concluded. “We could ﬁnd ourselves at a very critical crossroads.”
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