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Over the past few months NATO member states have sharply increased their pressure on
Russia.  The  Euro-Atlantic  establishment  is  strengthening  the  image  of  Russia  as  a  fierce
enemy. It is very useful to have such a foe to justify your own reckless foreign and domestic
policy.

The situation has already led to a recognizable deterioration of the relations between the
two sides undermining problem-solving mechanisms, like the UN Security Council or the
OPCW.

The most alarming result of these actions is a growing military escalation between NATO
and Russia in the Black Sea region and in Eastern Europe overall. NATO member states have
increased their airspace activity and the number of ground military exercises near Russia’s
border.

A notable development of this escalation happened on August 23 when British jets launched
from the Mihail  Kogalniceanu Air  Base near the Romanian city of  Constanta aiming to
intercept a Russian Be-12 maritime patrol aircraft heading over the Black Sea from Crimea.
Earlier, on August 21, two British Typhoon jets from the same Romanian air base scrambled
to intercept two alleged Russian Su-30 flanker aircraft launched from Crimea. On August 13,
British jets intercepted Russian Su-24 warplanes over the Black Sea.

According  to  the  British  side,  these  interceptions  were  carried  out  “to  deter  Russian
aggression” in the framework of “the NATO Enhanced Air Policing (EAP) mission”. In all
these cases, the Russian jets were far away from any part of what could be described as
NATO airspace. On August 25, the Russian embassy in the UK described these actions as
“reckless and provocative”.

Meanwhile, multiple NATO exercises took place in Poland and the Baltic States in close
proximity to the Russian border. During summer 2018, the most notable of these were:

Saber Strike 18 took place in Poland and the Baltic States and involved 18,000
troops from 19 countries.
Swift Response 2018 was staged across Germany, Poland, Lithuania and Latvia
and involved thousands of soldiers from 10 different states.
The naval drill Baltic Operations 2018 involved about 5,000 personnel, 60 aircraft
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and 42 ships and a submarine from 22 nations.

Additionally, NATO member states, led by the US and the UK, are carrying out a large-scale
anti-Russian propaganda campaign accusing Russia of provocations – for example patrols in
neutral  airspace  over  the  Black  Sea,  employing  “chemical  weapons”  in  Europe  –  the
Salisbury and Amesbury cases, and intervening into European and US internal politics by
various means. In the framework of this narrative, Russian military drills, which it carries out
within its own territory, are described as signs of aggressive and obstructive behavior. All
attempts by the Russian side to appeal to the voice of reason are denounced by the Euro-
Atlantic diplomats and the MSM as propaganda.

Furthermore, the MSM and the NATO leadership are consistently fueling military hysteria
among servicemen of the military bloc’s member states. According to experts, the current
level of anti-Russian propaganda has reached that of the hottest days of the Cold War and in
some cases even exceeded it.

The current tense situation as well  as continued attempts by NATO member states to
pressure  Russia  by  military  means contribute  to  the  increased probability  of  incidents
involving the two sides. In a worst-case scenario, these military incidents could lead to
deaths on both sides, local hostilities and, if a de-escalation mechanism is not developed, to
an open conflict.

This approach poses a direct security threat to Eastern Europe nations unwittingly involved
in this dangerous game.

Another important fact is that recently Russia has changed its military doctrine. Earlier, the
Russian military doctrine, as well as the Soviet one, was to allow the use of nuclear weapons
only in response to an aggressive attack by nuclear strike carried out by the enemy. The
modern Russian military doctrine allows the use of nuclear weapons as a defensive measure
in case of a conventional attack on its territory.

Russia  has  the  world’s  second  most  powerful  military,  but  its  ground  forces  are  still
outmatched by the combined ground forces of NATO. This factor also contributes to the
possibility of a nuclear response by Russia if a fully-fledged war starts. The question appears
to be what do the US and British elites hope to achieve by fueling anti-Russian militarism?

Could it be that their goal is to provoke a big regional conflict in continental Europe? Indeed,
this would allow them to achieve several goals. On the one hand, they would draw Moscow
into  a  large-scale  conflict  far  away  from  their  own  borders  and  put  Russia  in  a  situation
where it could suffer irreparable damage. On the other hand, the same kind of irreversible
damage would be caused to the continental industrial complex and the European economy
in general.
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