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At eleven o’clock, on the morning of September 11, the Bush administration had already
announced that Al Qaeda was responsible for the attacks on the World Trade Center (WTC)
and the Pentagon. This assertion was made prior to the conduct of an in-depth police
investigation.
CIA Director George Tenet stated that same morning that Osama bin Laden had the capacity
to plan “multiple attacks with little or no warning.”
Secretary of State Colin Powell called the attacks “an act of war” and President Bush
conﬁrmed in an evening televised address to the Nation that he would “make no distinction
between the terrorists who committed these acts and those [foreign governments] who
harbor them”.
Former CIA Director James Woolsey, without mentioning Afghanistan, pointed his ﬁnger at
“state sponsorship,” implying the complicity of one or more foreign governments. In the
words of former National Security Adviser, Lawrence Eagleburger, “I think we will show
when we get attacked like this, we are terrible in our strength and in our retribution.”
That same evening at 9:30 pm, a “War Cabinet” was formed integrated by a select number
of top intelligence and military advisors. And at 11:00 pm, at the end of that historic
meeting at the White House, the “War on Terrorism” was oﬃcially launched.
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