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***

Morocco and Algeria are ready to challenge each other for control  of  Western Sahara.
Control of that piece of desert could spark a war between Rabat and Algiers, eternal rivals.
In the background, the fate of the Polisario Front, supported by the Algerian government.

For over a year, tension has been growing in Western Sahara.  Last year, the Moroccan
governament unilaterally declared the sovereignty of Rabat over Western Sahara.  Due to
the choice of Rabat, Polisario Front and Algeria have declared that they are ready for war.
Morocco claims it has no intention of starting a conflict. But in the meantime, it strengthens
its defense systems. Over the past year, the Rabat government has spent nearly $ 10 billion
on the purchase of attack drones from Turkey, Apache helicopters and F-16 jets from USA.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/06.12.2021_IMR_Africa.mp4

Moroccan armed forces continue to garrison those disputed territories. And Rabat diplomacy
continues to  work to  bolster  US government support.  On November 22,  the Moroccan
Minister of Defense met with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken. Washington confirmed
its support for Rabat.

A low-intensity war is already being fought in the dunes of the Western Sahara.

The latest incident took place on November 1st. Three Algerian drivers lost their lives while
aboard  their  trucks,  which  went  up  in  flames  and  then  exploded  along  the  road  from
Nouakchott,  the  Mauritanian  capital,  to  Ouargala  in  Algeria.

Morocco and Algeria both accuse each other of being responsible for that episode. For the
Kingdom of Morocco, it would not have been an attack, but an explosion caused by the
passage  of  trucks  over  a  minefield.  Those  mines,  according  to  Rabat  intelligence,  were
allegedly  placed  there  by  Polisario  forces.

From  Algiers  comes  a  different  story.  According  to  the  state  news  agency  “Aps”  “three
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Algerian citizens were cowardly murdered by a barbaric bombing of their trucks” accusing
the Moroccan armed forces of having conducted an air raid using a drone.  The Algiers
government has warned: “Their murder will not remain unpunished”.

Abdelmajid Tebboune, president of Algeria, accuses Morocco of being the cause of all the
problems in the country. According to the Algiers government, Rabat plots to overthrow the
Algerian government. Polisario Front, has made it known that it will not stop fighting for the
independence of Western Sahara.

From that distant piece of desert the sound of war drums comes louder and louder. The
closure of the Maghreb – Europe Gas Pipeline (MEG) could also be the prelude to an armed
conflict.

The dispute over the Western Sahara began in 1975 when, following the withdrawal of
Spanish rule, Morocco annexed a part of this area, located on the north-western coast of
Africa.  In  response,  in  1976,  the  Polisario  Front  (formed  as  a  movement  on  1973),
announced the birth of the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, establishing a government in
exile in Algeria and waging a guerrilla war for independence that lasted until 1991, when a
ceasefire was declared,  promoted by the United Nations.

Now, after thirty years, there is a risk of a new conflict.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share buttons above or below. Follow us on Instagram,
@crg_globalresearch. Forward this article to your email lists. Crosspost on your blog site,
internet forums. etc.

SUPPORT SOUTHFRONT:

PayPa l :  sou th f ron t@l i s t . ru ,  h t tp : / / sou th f ron t . o rg /dona te /  o r  v i a :
https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

https://www.globalresearch.ca/southfront@list.ru
http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/morocco-and-algeria-one-step-from-war/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/morocco-and-algeria-one-step-from-war/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca


| 3

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

