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On January 25, ISIS units attacked positions of the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) in the villages of
Kishmah and Ghuraybah in the province of Deir Ezzor. According to the ISIS-linked news
agency Amaaq, ISIS killed several army soldiers and destroyed two battle tanks with anti-tank
guided missiles.

However, the terrorist group did not overrun the SAA defense and was forced to retreat.
According to the Syrian state-run media, 25 ISIS members were killed and several vehicles
were destroyed in the clashes.

ISIS seeks to seize some area in the Euphrates Valley in order to lift the siege from its
members besieged in the Homs desert.

The Turkish Armed Forces (TAF) and the Turkish-backed Free Syrian Army (TFSA) captured 7
members of the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) during clashes in the Afrin area,
according to Turkish media. In turn, the YPG claimed that it had captured 16 Turkish service
members. However, these persons are likely just members of the TFSA.

The YPG also said that it has lost 18 members in the clashes so far while the TAF claims that
over 300 YPG members have been killed. The both sides provide contradicting reports about
the casualties and the situation in the Afrin area. The propaganda is an important part of the
Turkish-Kurdish standoff in Afrin.

According to Deputy Chief of General Staff of the TFSA Haitham Afeisi, a 10,000-strong force
is already prepared for a military operation against Kurdish forces in the city of Manbij. Afeisi
said that the Manbij operation will be started after the TFSA and the TAF finish their
operation against YPG/YP) forces in Afrin.

“Manbij is not the final destination; we won’t stop until Hasakah, Ayn Issa, Ayn
al-Arab, Ras al-Ayn, Al-Malikiyah, and Tal Abyad are purged of terror,” he said.

This statement clearly follows the official rhetoric of the Turkish leadership. President
Erdogan and others have repeatedly noted that Manbij may become a target of the Turkish
military operation.
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The Democratic Federation of Northern Syria in Afrin area released an official statement in
which it called on the SAA to counter the TAF attack on Afrin and to defend the Syrian
border. The statement clearly contradicts previous statements of Kurdish officials and may
indicate some shift in the YPG attitude towards the Damascus government.
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