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***

The Taliban won in Afghanistan, after 20 years of war and grand claims by the United
States.

In the early hours of August 15th, the Taliban were at Kabul’s threshold and the city was
surrendered before the end of the day.

The capital was captured largely without a fight, the presidential palace was taken without
resistance.

Around midday on August 15th, the group announced that the Mujahedeen entered parts of
Kabul  to  “prevent  chaos  and theft”  and  take  over  a  number  of  outposts  which  were
abandoned by government forces.

A video was released showing the evacuation of Afghanistan’s top officials from the center
of Kabul, towards the airport via US Air Force helicopters.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/16.08.2021_IMR_Afghanistan.mp4

Former President Ashraf Ghani flew to Tajikistan immediately after signing his resignation.

Former Afghan Interior Minister Ali Ahmad Jalali officially became the head of the transitional
Government.  This  will  be temporary,  as the Taliban is  reportedly going to declare the
“Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan” from the presidential palace in Kabul.

Prisoners are being released from the largest Afghanistan’s prison in Kabul province, and
these include Al-Qaeda, as well as ISIS terrorists, in addition to Taliban fighters and others.

Thousands  of  citizens  also  flooded  the  airport  attempting  hoping  to  flee  the  country,  the
situation  is  intensely  chaotic.  The  Taliban’s  fighters  are  present  near  the  airport,  and  it  is
solely at their discretion not to overrun it.
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It all began on August 13th, when a rapid Taliban offensive that ultimately led to the capture
of most key provincial capitals, and brought militants to Kabul’s doorstep.

On that day,  the Taliban gained control  over Kandahar,  the second largest city in the
country.

Afghan government forces retreated after failing to stop the Taliban.

The group also captured the following provincial centers, such as Lashkar Gah, Qala-e-Naw,
Firuzkoh, Herat.

In a matter of two days, the entire country was lost, abandoned US equipment was used as
reinforcements to assist in the victory.

Al Jazeera was given an interview by Taliban officials, from former President Ghani’s office.
They boasted that  after  20  years  of  fighting  foreign  forces,  the  Taliban have come out  as
victors.

The group’s leadership is preparing to return to Kabul from Qatar. Ashraf Ghani released a
statement saying he vacated his position and left the country to avoid a large Taliban
offensive on Kabul.

Meanwhile,  his  compatriots are all  but  abandoned.  The US military announced that all
commercial flights from and to the airport were suspended. Military evacuation is, however,
still  ongoing. Shots were reportedly fired at US troops evacuating American diplomats and
citizens at the airport.

Those who are unable to flee will  have to live with the results of  the Taliban success,  and
the United States’ failure. After 20 years, the Islamic group is much more prominent, both
politically and militarily, while Washington’s forces simply turned tail and ran.
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