® GlobalResearch

Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Video: Syrian Army Delivers Blow to Al Qaeda
Militants, Takes Back Kafr Nabudah

By South Front Region: Middle East & North Africa
Global Research, May 27, 2019 Theme: Intelligence, US NATO War Agenda
South Front In-depth Report: SYRIA

On May 26, units of the Syrian Arab Army (SAA), the Tiger Forces and the National Defense
Forces launched a surprise attack on the town of Kafr Nabudah in northwestern Hama,
which had been recently captured by Hayat Tahir al-Sham (the former branch of al-Qaeda in
Syria) and its Turkish-backed allies.

The attack began in the morning after a series of airstrikes by Syrian and Russian
warplanes. By the evening, government troops had established full control of the town
killing at least 5 militants.

Hayat Tahrir al-Sham-led forces seized Kafr Nabudah on May 22. Then, militants claimed
that they had killed at least 50 pro-government fighters and captured several pieces of
military equipment. Kafr Nabudah is the key strong point of militants in this area. The
inability of Hayat Tahrir al-Sham to keep it under its control create a threat to the western
flank of militants deployed in Khan Shaykhun, Kafr Zita and nearby settlements.

SAA units seized seizing several weapons caches, including Grad rockets, tank rounds,
artillery shells, mortar rounds, rocket-propelled grenades and loads of ammunition of
different calibers, in Kirkat. The SAA also discovered a underground tunnel leading to a
fortified operations room in the town of Qalaat al-Madiq.

The SAA captured Kirkat and Qalaat al-Madiq earlier in May in the framework of its ongoing
military operation in northern Hama.

According to the Russian Defense Ministry, militant groups lost 350 fighters, five battle
tanks, one infantry fighting vehicle, 27 pickup trucks, two vehicle-borne improvised
explosive devices (VBIEDs) and three rocket launches since the start of the ongoing round of
hostilities in northwestern Hama.

Clashes in the area are expected to continue. The SAA’s 7" Division has recently sent
reinforcements, including T-55 battle tanks, BMP-1 infantry fighting vehicles, Shilka anti-
aircraft vehicles and 2S1 Gvozdika self-propelled howitzers, to the frontline. A source in the
7th Division told SouthFront that these reinforcements could participate in future military
operations against Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham in the region. However, he declined to provide
additional information.

The Turkistan Islamic Party (TIP) and Hayat Tahrir al-Sham repelled another SAA attack on
their positions south of Kbani in northern Lattakia. Media close to the TIP claimed that
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several soldiers were killed. According to sources in the 4™ Division, the SAA is seeing Kbani
as a high priority target for offensive operations.

Turkey has resumed its weapon supplies to “mainstream Syrian rebels” to help them fend
off the SAA advance in northern Hama, Reuters reported on May 25. According to the news
agency, Turkey is supplied the militants with dozens of armored vehicles, Grad rocket
launchers and anti-tank guided missiles, including US-made TOWSs. Multiple Turkish-supplied
armoured vehicles were also spotted on the frontline in northwestern Hama.

The de-escalation efforts in the so-called Idlib zone seem to be on the vicinity of full
collapse.
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