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After months of preliminary talks, attempts at provocation and political preparations it would
appears that the crisis in Eastern Ukraine and Crimea is coming to a head.
The Armed Forces of Ukraine are increasing their grouping of troops in the Donetsk and
Luhansk Oblasts, as well as in the direction of Crimea, the Commander-in-Chief of the
Armed Forces of Ukraine Ruslan Khomchak announced.
The reason given for this is the purported deployment of Russian forces to Crimea, and it is
allegedly a “defensive move”.
This is clearly a pretext, indeed Moscow has repeatedly warned that Ukraine is preparing for
an escalation in Eastern Ukraine and likely towards Crimea too.
https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/31.03.2021_IMR_Ukraine.mp4
On the Russian side, quite a bit of heavy equipment is being deployed in order to stop any
potential critical escalation.
Social media is ﬁlled with footage of various trains and convoys moving forces towards
Krasnodar and, especially via the Crimean Bridge, to Crimea.
The pieces of equipment include notably a 2S19 Msta-S self-propelled howitzer, some BMP-3
IFVs, T-72 battle tanks and more.

In total, as of March 30th, reports claim that Russia has deployed up to twenty-eight battalion
tactical groups. Around twenty-ﬁve more such formations are expected to arrive in the
coming days.
In Eastern Ukraine, the stage has been set for an escalation. For weeks now, Kiev’s forces
have carried out one violation after the other, shelling the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s
Republic’s (DPR/LPR) military positions, but also their residential areas.
The two Republics responded in kind, and Ukraine has reported almost daily casualties. In
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most days over the course of March, Kiev lost 1 soldier, and on March 26 , it even lost 4.
In MSM, the portrait of an aggressor, renewing their activities is now being painted. This is
reinforced by the fact that there is military equipment primed for attack. All that was left
was to remove any political obstacles that stood in the way.
On March 29th, the Ukrainian Parliament passed a bill removing any need for Kiev to fulﬁll its
obligations under the Minsk Agreements.
The document has some typical clauses, that Kiev has adopted numerous times in the past.
It, however, calls the situation in Eastern Ukraine an “international armed conﬂict” – a war,
and not “aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine.” All of these contravene the
Minsk Agreements.
Ukraine also adopted a new Military Strategy, which is mostly aimed at repelling and
deterring armed aggression against Kiev, preventing or restraining the enemy from fullscale use of military force against Ukraine, termination of the temporary occupation by the
Russian Federation of part of the territory of Ukraine and more.
The stage is set, and it is likely that impromptu NATO exercises will begin in the Black Sea in
the coming weeks. Some observers claim that the “ideal period” to begin a war in Eastern
Ukraine and Crimea would be between April 15th and 25th as the humidity would be low and
the roads easier to navigate.
*
Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.
SUPPORT SOUTHFRONT:
PayPal: southfront@list.ru, http://southfront.org/donate/ or via:
https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2021

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page
Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by:

South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

|2

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been speciﬁcally authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an eﬀort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without proﬁt to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

|3

