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On January 27 evening, units of the Syrian Army continued their operation in southeastern
Idlib. Government troops liberated Hamidiya, Bseida, Maasaran, Tal Al-Shih, Maziyan and
several other villages. By this advance, the army fully besieged Maarat al-Numan from the
northern, southern and eastern directions.

According to pro-government sources, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham militants are not planning to
defend the encircled city for a long time. They are actively planting mines and IEDs in the
area. Therefore, even if militants withdraw from Maarat al-Numan via the remaining
corridor, government troops will not be able to secure the city immediately.

On January 28, government sources claimed that the Syrian Army had already entered
Maarat al-Numan. However, government forces still have to remove IEDs and fortify their
new positions.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/IMR_28 01 2020.mp4

The Syrian Army offensive in southeastern Idlib is ongoing under the nose of the Turkish
observation post near Maarat al-Hat. In the event of further advances by the army, the
observation post will likely be encircled by Syrian forces. This will be the third Turkish
observation post that faced this fate. The previous two are located near Surman and Morek.

Pro-opposition sources blame Turkey for the recent setbacks of al-Qaeda-linked groups.
According to them, Ankara conspired with Moscow in order to undermine the so-called
Syrian revolution. They also claim that the redeployment of members of Turkish-backed
militant groups from Syria to Libya undermined the defense of Idlib. On January 26, the
Libyan National Army, a rival of the pro-Turkish Libyan Government of National Accord,
claims the number of Turkish-backed fighters that were prepared to be deployed to Libya
was over 8,000. Earlier, reports appeared that at least 2,400 Turkish proxy fighters had
been already sent to Libya.

Another hot point of the battle for Greater Idlib is western Aleppo, where the 4™ Armoured
Division is engaged in an intense fighting with militants. Local sources say that the Aleppo
advance is a diversionary strike designed to drew attention of the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
leadership from Maarat al-Numan and contain reinforcements that it can send to
southeastern Idlib.

*


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-january-28-2020-maarat-al-numan-is-liberated/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/syria-nato-s-next-war
https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/IMR_28_01_2020.mp4

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above or below. Forward this article to your
email lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

Support South Front in its endeavors. If you're able, and if you like our content and
approach, please support the project. Our work wouldn’t be possible without your help:
PayPal: southfront@list.ru or via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or

via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2020

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will

not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance

a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-january-28-2020-maarat-al-numan-is-liberated/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-january-28-2020-maarat-al-numan-is-liberated/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

