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***

After a round of escalation marked by ISIS attack on Geweran prison in the northeastern
Syrian city of al-Hasakah, the situation in Syria appears to be slightly improving. As of
January 31, the level of violence in the country continues to decline.

On January 30, the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) announced that an ISIS
attack  on  Geweran  prison,  which  began  ten  days  ago,  had  ended  with  their  fighters  in
complete  control  of  the  facility.

A day earlier, a group of around 20 terrorists led by a commander known as “Abu Ubayda”
surrounded to the SDF.

https://southfront.org/wp-content/uploads/video/31.01.2022_IMR_Syria.mp4

While the battle inside the prison may be over, some of the terrorists who managed to
escape the prison may still be hiding in nearby areas waiting for a chance to attack or flee.

The fate of some 2,000 terrorists who were detained in Geweran prison before the ISIS
attack remains unclear. A report by al-Quds al-Arabi revealed that around 200 terrorists left
the prison under a secret deal with the SDF.

According to a report released by the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights on January 30,
the battle of Geweran prison claimed the lives of 268 ISIS terrorists, seven civilians and 98
personnel of the SDF and its security forces.

The ISIS attack on the prison was a blow to both the SDF and the US-led coalition who don’t
appear to be in control of the situation in northeastern Syria.

In an example of the confusion of US-led coalition forces, on January 28, the Syrian Arab
Army (SAA) soldiers confronted a unite from the British Army’s Special Air Service (SAS) that
attempted to enter the government-held “security zone” in the center of al-Hasakah city
twice. The elite unit, which was deployed near Geweran prison, was allegedly lost.
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Meanwhile, the situation in central Syria, where ISIS cells have been waging an insurgency,
remains tense.

On January 28, ISIS terrorists attacked several positions of the SAA and its allies near the
town of Se’alow on the western bank of the Euphrates River in the southern countryside of
Deir Ezzor. Four Iranian-backed fighters were wounded.

The attack may have been just a distraction to facilitate the crossing of terrorists who had
recently escaped from Geweran prison to the central region.

On January 29, the terrorists attacked again, this time targeting a bus transporting a group
of Iranian-backed fighters near the town of al-Sawanah in the eastern countryside of Homs.
Several fighters were wounded.

In Syria’s northwestern region, known as Greater Idlib, the situation remains calm, but only
thanks to bad weather conditions.

On January 30, Jaysh al-Izza released five Syrian soldiers and handed over the remains of an
Iranian Bridger General, who was killed in the northern countryside of Hama in 2016, under
a deal with Syrian authorities.

In exchange, the authorities released three militants of Jaysh al-Izza who were captured by
the SAA less than two years ago. The swap took place on the Tronba crossing in the
southeastern Idlib countryside.

Meanwhile in southern Syria, only two minor attacks were reported in the governorate of
Daraa, as of January 31.

On January 29, former rebel Talib Moahamad was shot and killed by unidentified gunmen in
the town of Nahij in the western Daraa countryside.

On  January  29,  unidentified  gunmen  set  the  headquarters  of  Saida’s  Local  Council  in  the
eastern countryside of Daraa on fire.

Syria may experience a new round of escalation soon. The security situation in the country
remains  vulnerable,  epically  in  the  northeastern  and  central  regions  where  ISIS  influence
remains strong.
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