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Late on October 15, Iraqi government forces launched a military operation to take back the
area of Kirkuk from the Peshmerga, the military force of the Kurdistan Regional Government
(KRG).

According to Iraqgi sources, the 9th Armoured Division, the Federal Police and Iraqgi Special
Operations Forces, widely known as the Golden Division, entered Kirkuk city, K1 Airbase and
the Khaled military camp as well as some oil fields in the city’s countryside.

The Kurdistan Region Security Council (KRSC) released a statement saying that the Popular
Mobilization Units (PMU) are involved in the operation. The KRSC also claimed that the
Peshmerga destroyed at least 5 Humvees belonging to the PMU.

On October 16, Lieutenant Colonel Salah el-Kinani, of the 9th Armoured Division, told
Reuters that the objective of the army advance is to take control of the K1 Airbase.

Pro-Kurdish sources denied any gains by the government forces.

Earlier, the KRG-linked media claimed that PMU units deployed near Kirkuk are embedded
with the Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). Last Friday, the US designated
the IRGC a terrorist group. So, KRG authorities may seek to gain more support from the US
with these claims.

Formally, the multi-ethnic city of Kirkuk and its oil-rich countryside are not a part of the
Kurdish autonomous region. However, KRG forces seized it in 2014 when Iraqgi forces were
facing setbacks in the war again ISIS. Now, the KRG clearly aims to include the area in a
Kurdish state that it is seeking to proclaim using the September 25 independence
referendum as a pretext.

If you're able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t be possible without your help: PayPal: southfront@list.ru or
via: http://southfront.org/donate/ or via: https://www.patreon.com/southfront

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2017



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/iraqi-war-report-october-16-2017-iraqi-army-pushes-to-retake-kirkuk-from-peshmerga/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/middle-east
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/9-11-war-on-terrorism
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/iraq-report
http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/iraqi-war-report-october-16-2017-iraqi-army-pushes-to-retake-kirkuk-from-peshmerga/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/iraqi-war-report-october-16-2017-iraqi-army-pushes-to-retake-kirkuk-from-peshmerga/

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

