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Video: Dangerous Crossroads, US Downs Syrian
SU-22 Warplane, Towards Military Escalation?
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On Sunday, a US Navy F/A-18 Super Hornet shot down a Syrian Air Force Su-22 warplane
near Ja’Din in the western part of the province of Raqqah. Ja’Din is located in the area south
of the town of Tabqah controlled by the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

The Su-22 was supporting the Syrian Arab Army (SAA) advance towards the ISIS-held town
of Resafa located at the Ithriyah-Resafa-Raqqa road.

“At 6:43pm, a Syrian regime SU-22 dropped bombs near SDF fighters south of
Tabqah and,  in  accordance  with  rules  of  engagement  and  collective  self-
defense of Coalition partnered forces, was immediately shot down by a US
F/A-18E Super Hornet,” the US-led coalition said in a statement on the issue.

In turn, the Syrian Defense Ministry said that the attack was attempt to undermine the SAA
effort against ISIS.
The US attack came amid the rapid SAA advance in the Resafa area. With the liberation of
Resafa, the SAA controls one of the important roads heading to Deir Ezzor besieged by ISIS
terrorists.  In  this  case,  the  US  move  is  another  attempt  to  draw  red  lines  for  the
internationally recognized government of Syria. Washington sees successful SAA operations
against ISIS as a threat to the US influence in the war-torn country.

Following  the  incident,  the  Iranian  Islamic  Revolution  Guards  Corps  (IRGC)  launched
medium-range ground-to-ground missiles at ISIS targets in the Syrian province of Deir Ezzor.
According to the IRGC, the missiles were launched from the western Iranian provinces of
Kermanshah and Kordestan, flied through Iraq’s airspace and hit terrorists targets in Syria.
Iran reportedly used Zolfaqar missiles.

The IRGC statement said that the missile strike was a response to the recent ISIS-claimed
terrorist attack in Tehran. However, it’s clear that this missile strike was a message to the
US-led coalition and US-backed forces in Syria. The missile strike shows that Iran is capable
to conduct a missile strike on joint garrisons of the US-led coalition forces and US-backed
militant groups located near the villages of At Tanf and al-Zquf at the border with Iraq.

Meanwhile,  according to some sources,  sporadic  firefights appeared between the SAA and
the SDF south of Tabqah after the SDF had opposed government forces attempt to conduct
a pilot rescue operation in the area.
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Reports also appeared that US-led coalition forces are setting up a military facility in the
town of Tabqah. US forces are reportedly aiming to build a command center and residential
buildings for its troops. According to opposition sources, the US wants to adopt the new
base as a long-term base in Syria.

Despite tensions with the US-led coalition, the SAA continued operations against ISIS in the
eastern Hama countryside where government forces liberated Jab al-Saad, Rasm Amoun,
Hanita and Hassou al-‘Albawi and continued advancing with aim to shorten the frontline in
the area.

The recent events show that the US and its allies lost a tactical initiative in the conflict and
now they  are  attempting  to  stop  ongoing  or  prevent  expected SAA operations  in  the
provinces of Raqqah and Deir Ezzor, and along the border with Iraq.

If you’re able, and if you like our content and approach, please support the project. Our work
wouldn’t  be  possible  without  your  help:  PayPal:  southfront@list.ru  or  via:
http://southfront.org/donate/  or  via:  https://www.patreon.com/southfront

Featured image: South Front

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2017

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://southfront.org/donate/
https://www.patreon.com/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-june-19-2017-us-downs-syrian-su-22-pushes-to-saa-sdf-escalation/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-june-19-2017-us-downs-syrian-su-22-pushes-to-saa-sdf-escalation/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

