
| 1

Video: Ukraine War: The Azovstal Fortress in
Mariupol Is Falling

By South Front
Global Research, May 18, 2022
South Front 17 May 2022

Region: Europe, Russia and FSU
Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: UKRAINE REPORT

All  Global  Research articles  can be read in  51 languages by activating the “Translate
Website” drop down menu on the top banner of our home page (Desktop version).

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Visit and follow us on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook. Feel free to repost and share widely
Global Research articles.

***

On  May  16,  the  main  “fortress  of  the  Ukrainian  Resistance”  fell.  Ukrainian  militants
blockaded at the Azovstal  plant in the city of  Mariupol  raised the white flag and asked for
evacuation  of  the  wounded.  As  a  result  of  the  Russian  shelling,  the  members  of  the
Ukrainian  nationalist  Azov  regiment  were  recently  cut  off  from  a  water  source  on  the
territory  of  the  facility.

The commander of the Vostok Brigade of the DPR Alexander Khodakovsky revealed that
first  nine  Ukrainian  servicemen  raised  a  white  flag  and  left  the  territory  of  Azovstal.  The
brigade commander explained that they represented a larger group of militants who asked
for surrender. The Russian side agreed to the negotiations.

 As a result of negotiations with representatives of Ukrainian servicemen, an agreement was
reached on the evacuation of the gravely wounded Ukrainian militants.

https://s2.cdnstatic.space/wp-content/uploads/video/17.05.2022_IMR_Ukraine.mp4

Another  ceasefire  regime  has  been  declared  by  the  Russian  military  in  the  area.  A
humanitarian  corridor  has  been  secured  for  the  evacuation  of  wounded  Ukrainian
servicemen to a medical facility in the city of Novoazovsk in the Donetsk People’s Republic
in order to provide them with the necessary medical assistance.

At the same time, judging by the claims of the Ukrainian officials not only gravely wounded
militants have been evacuated.

Deputy Minister of Defense of Ukraine Anna Malyar reported that 53 seriously wounded from
Azovstal  were  taken to  the  hospital  in  Novoazovsk,  another  221 people  were  sent  to
Olenivka. They are expected to be exchanged.

President  of  Ukraine  Volodymyr  Zelensky  confirmed  that  part  of  the  Ukrainian  military
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surrendered. At the same time, he assured that the work on rescuing the remaining military
from Azovstal and their return to the territory controlled by Kiev continues.

On May 17, Russian state media reported that the interrogation of Ukrainian prisoners of
war from Azovstal has begun in the village of Elenovka. Among the Ukrainian military who
surrendered, 144 people are fighters of the National Guard.

So far, the Russian Ministry of Defence has not confirmed the exchange of the surrendered
militants.

According  to  some  unconfirmed  reports,  the  surrender  is  part  of  a  big  prisoner  exchange
deal.

Kiev reportedly demands that all Ukrainian fighters from Azovstal should be exchanged for
Russian prisoners of war.

In turn, the Kremlin reportedly refuses to exchange nazi members of the Azov regiment as
they committed numerous war crimes. The exchange of other servicemen of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine however can be negotiated.

In this regard, Kiev PR managers have launched new information campaign, in order to shift
the emphasis from the Azov regiment to the soldiers of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, border
guards, and police officers blockaded in the Azovstal plant.

Taking into account the Russian reports that the majority of the surrendered militants are
not members of the nationalist battalion, this scenario is likely possible.

At the same time, suspicions rise. Some needed Ukrainian nazi fighters can be exchanged
under the guise of the ordinary Ukrainian servicemen.

The evacuation showcased the weakness of the neo-Nazi Azov battalion and its lack of
resilience,  which  damaged  the  prestige  of  the  MSM-promoted  formation.  However,  in
practice the Kiev regime is set to wage another propaganda campaign. It is likely to claim
that it has managed to convince the “cruel Russians” to evacuate the “brave defenders of
the Motherland”. This would play into the hand of war propaganda of Kiev, MSM and NATO
against Russia and help the Ukrainian leadership boost the morale of its remaining forces.

Russia’s  concessions  to  the  nazi  fighters,  together  with  earlier  inconsistent  actions  of
Moscow in diplomatic  talks with Kiev,  undermine the moral  and psychological  state of
members of Russian-led forces involved in the military operation in Ukraine.
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