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‘Opposition’ Group

By South Front
Global Research, January 11, 2019
South Front 10 January 2019

Region: Middle East & North Africa
Theme: US NATO War Agenda

In-depth Report: SYRIA

On January 9,  Ahrar  al-Sham groups in  northwestern Hama surrendered and dissolved
themselves under pressure from Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (formerly Jabhat al-Nusra, the Syrian
branch of al-Qaeda), according to local sources. Thus, Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) imposed
full control over the towns of al-Ankawi and Habit.

Ahrar al-Sham is the core of a Turkish-backed coalition of militant groups known as the
National  Front  for  Liberation  (NFL).  However,  neither  other  NFL  factions  nor  Turkey
intervened to support Ahrar al-Sham during the incident in northwestern Hama.

According  to  pro-opposition  media,  the  defeated  Ahrar  al-Sham members  will  get  an
opportunity to withdraw to the region of Afrin after they hand over their heavy weapons to
HTS.

The current focus of HTS attention is southern Idlib, in particular the town of Maarrat al-
Nu’man, which is still in the hands of the NFL.

Last week, another Turkish-backed group, Nour al-Din al-Zrenki also suffered a defeat at the
hands of HTS and lost all of its areas in western Aleppo.

The collapse of the so-called “moderate opposition” under HTS pressure caused a hysteria
among pro-militant media activists and media outlets, which are now blaming Turkey and
Russia for the current situation. According to this very theory, Ankara and Moscow allowed
the HTS expansion in order to justify the resumption of anti-terrorist operations in the Idlib
de-escalation zone area.

These rumors are fueled by the recent movements of Russian forces in the demilitarized
zone  near  Idlib  province.  According  to  reports,  Russian  forces  withdrew  from  their
observation post in the town of Abu Dali in the government-held part of the northern Hama
countryside to the nearby town of Tulaysiyah on January 9. Earlier, Russian troops started
establishing  a  new  military  post  in  the  Salba  hill  south  of  the  town  of  Hayalin  in
northwestern Hama.

Some opposition activists described these movements as indicating Russian preparations for
a military operation in Idlib.

On January 9, Turkey’s Defense Minister Hulusi Akar held a telephone conversation with his
Russian counterpart Sergey Shoigu. According to statements from the sides, they discussed
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the recent developments in the Idlib de-escalation zone as well as other regional security
issues.

Meanwhile, the US-backed Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) have once again captured the
village of Ash-Shafah in the Euphrates Valley from ISIS, according to pro-Kurdish sources.
Now, the SDF is reportedly advancing on ISIS positions in the nearby village of Albu Badran.

*

Note to readers: please click the share buttons above. Forward this article to your email
lists. Crosspost on your blog site, internet forums. etc.

The original source of this article is South Front
Copyright © South Front, South Front, 2019

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: South Front

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-jan-10-2019-al-qaeda-defeats-another-turkish-backed-opposition-group/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
https://southfront.org/syrian-war-report-jan-10-2019-al-qaeda-defeats-another-turkish-backed-opposition-group/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/southfront
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

