4 GlobalResearch

Center for Research on Globalizaticn

Venezuela Under Siege

A Conversation with Professor Julia Buxton

By Michael Welch and Julia Buxton Region: Latin America & Caribbean
Global Research, March 31, 2019 Theme: GLOBAL RESEARCH NEWS HOUR,
Media Disinformation, US NATO War

Agenda

“This opposition campaign has been one of what was called the other day in the media,
circus. It’s PR stunts. It’s about media publicity. As ever, the opposition has not learned the
fundamental key root to change that they want to see in Venezuela, which is connecting
with ordinary Venezuelan people.”

- Professor Julia Buxton (quoted in this week’s show.)

LISTEN TO THE SHOW

Click to download the audio (MP3 format)

Nicolas Maduro can no longer claim to be the legitimate president of Venezuela.

This is a familiar refrain playing out in Venezuelan opposition circles. A tune that the heads
of State of Canada, the United States, and the Lima Group of countries are dancing to. And
one that began to crescendo when National Assembly member Juan Guaido declared himself
Interim President in January.[1][2][3]

As if to provide backing vocals to this political tune, mainstream Western media have
trumpeted the ‘economic and humanitarian crisis rocking the country” - a convenient
cacophony drowning out any discourse around foreign interference via sanctions and
clandestine operations.[4]

Those operations have shown signs of evolving in the past two months.

A convoy of aid trucks from Cucuta, Colombia attempted to cross the border into Venezuela
on February 23rd urged on by Juan Guaido himself, front and centre like some philanthropic
carnival barker. When the USAID trucks arrived at the border, major press organs like the
New York Times reported that Venezuelan security forces set the trucks on fire. Thanks to
independent journalists like Max Blumenthal, it is now well established that it was anti-
Maduro protesters, not pro-Maduro forces who set the trucks on fire, clearly as a vulgar
publicity stunt to sell regime change for ‘humanitarian’ reasons.[5]

In March, the country has experienced two major power outages, plunging most of the
country into darkness for days at a time. Guaido and supporters of the opposition are
blaming the outages on corruption and mismanagement. Meanwhile, the Maduro
government is claiming the outages resulted from criminal attacks on the country’s
electrical infrastructure by forces supporting the opposition.[6][7]
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Venezuelan authorities have also arrested Guaido’s chief of staff Roberto Marrero and
lawyer Juan Planchart, claiming their involvement in a plot to hire mercenaries to execute
targeted killings and acts of sabotage, all in the interests of promoting regime change.[8]

The US has increased its sanctions. President Trump has demanded Russia abandon
Venezuela, with his Vice President calling the delivery of military planes to the Bolivarian
Republic “an unwelcome provocation.”[9]

With the prospect of a military conflict ramping up, the Global Research News Hour returns
to the topic of Venezuela with analysis supplied by longtime Venezuela watcher and
researcher Julia Buxton.

Professor Buxton’s exacting analysis incorporates an analysis of the roots of the political
crisis in the country, including candid admissions of failures on the part of Maduro to
adequately address ongoing economic challenges. She points to the shortcomings of the
opposition as well as the background role of neoliberal Harvard University based Venezuelan
ex-pat Ricardo Hausmann, as well as a new generation of activists, and intellectuals who
cannot recall the pre-Chavez era. Maduro’s substantial dependence on the military comes
under scrutiny in this week’s comprehensive interview. Professor Buxton also notes the
country’s growing dependence on China, and how that relationship is threatening the aims
of the Bolivarian revolution.

A presentation by Buxton to a group of Winnipeg based activists on March 25th, and a
follow-up conversation at University of Winnipeg-based CKUW studio dominates this 60
minute program.

Julia Buxton is Professor of Comparative Politics at Central European University’s School of
Public Policy, and Senior Research Associate at the Global Drug Policy Observatory, Swansea
University. A specialist on Latin America and an expert on Venezuela, receiving her PhD
from the London School of Economics, Buxton has thematic expertise on democratisation
and transition processes, post conflict recovery, and conflict analysis, including conflict
sensitive design and policy implementation, as well as gender and gender sensitive design.
She has authored numerous books and articles on Venezuela in the Chavez period and on
Latin America in general.
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The Global Research News Hour airs every Friday at 1pm CT on CKUW 95.9FM in Winnipeg. The
programme is also podcast at globalresearch.ca . Excerpts of the show have begun airing on Rabble
Radio and appear as podcasts at rabble.ca.

The Global Research News Hour now airs Fridays at 6pm PST, 8pm CST and 9pm EST on Alternative
Current Radio (alternativecurrentradio.com)

Community Radio Stations carrying the Global Research News Hour:

CHLY 101.7fm in Nanaimo, B.C - Thursdays at 1pm PT
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Boston College Radio WZBC 90.3FM NEWTONS during the Truth and Justice Radio Programming slot -
Sundays at 7am ET.

Port Perry Radio in Port Perry, Ontario -1 Thursdays at 1pm ET

Burnaby Radio Station CJSF out of Simon Fraser University. 90.1FM to most of Greater Vancouver, from
Langley to Point Grey and from the North Shore to the US Border.

It is also available on 93.9 FM cable in the communities of SFU, Burnaby, New Westminister, Coquitlam,
Port Coquitlam, Port Moody, Surrey and Delta, in British Columbia, Canada. - Tune in at its new time -
Wednesdays at 4pm PT.

Radio station CFUV 101.9FM based at the University of Victoria airs the Global Research News Hour
every Sunday from 7 to 8am PT.

CORTES COMMUNITY RADIO CKTZ 89.5 out of Manson’s Landing, B.C airs the show Tuesday mornings
at 10am Pacific time.

Cowichan Valley Community Radio CICV 98.7 FM serving the Cowichan Lake area of Vancouver Island,
BC airs the program Thursdays at 6am pacific time.

Campus and community radio CFMH 107.3fm in Saint John, N.B. airs the Global Research News Hour
Fridays at 10am.

Caper Radio CJBU 107.3FM in Sydney, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia airs the Global Research News Hour
starting Wednesday Morning from 8:00 to 9:00am. Find more details at www.caperradio.ca

RIOT RADIO, the visual radio station based out of Durham College in Oshawa, Ontario has begun airing
the Global Research News Hour on an occasional basis. Tune in at_.dcstudentsinc.ca/services/riot-radio/

Radio Fanshawe: Fanshawe’s 106.9 The X (CIXX-FM) out of London, Ontario airs the Global Research
News Hour Sundays at 6am with an encore at 4pm.

Los Angeles, California based Thepowerofvoices.com airs the Global Research News Hour every Monday
from 6-7pm Pacific time.
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