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When the U.S.A. wanted a regime change it used to be done in secret by the Central
Intelligence  Agency  (CIA),  especially  when  that  country  had  a  democratically  elected
government such as Iran (1953), Guatemala (1954), Chile (1973), Nicaragua (1980’s), Haiti
(2006), Honduras (2009), Ukraine (2014) and Syria, where the bloody project is still raging,
the body count mounting, and millions of refuges are homeless.

In the last few decades the U.S. has grown bolder in its regime change projects. What used
to be done secretly is now unabashedly done in plain sight.

The 2017 Venezuela regime change project has gone public.

Most of the U.S. public cannot see the forest for the trees of propaganda that has the public
confused about what is behind the chaos in Venezuela today. Mostly what is behind it is U.S.
funding millions of dollars to the political parties of the oligarchs. Without that money the
opposition political parties would be more divided than they already are and weaker. The
mainstream media spreads the propaganda that President Nicolas Maduro is a dictator, and
that

Maduro is repressive and killing his own people of peaceful demonstrators.
the  Venezuelan  Supreme  Court  judges  are  his  cronies  and  exceeded  their
constitutional powers.
the Constituent Referendum called by Maduro was illegal.
the elections have been a fraud.
the opposition are patriots who are demanding democracy.
Maduro has singlehandedly destroyed Venezuela’s economy.
the press and television media is censored by Maduro.
the reason President Barack Obama imposed sanctions on Venezuela is because
it is a national security threat to the U.S.
President Trump has imposed additional sanction because he is upset about
democracy, freedom and the rule of law in Venezuela.

https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/david-william-pear
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/latin-america-caribbean
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/intelligence
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/media-disinformation
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/oil-and-energy


| 2

None of the above is true.

Yet the main stream media keeps repeating it: New York Times , Washington Post , Guardian
, Fox News , CNBC , and CNN . Members of Congress keep repeating these lies, a word I
rarely use. Not since the mainstream media was a co-conspirator for the Bush-Cheney
administration’s illegal invasion of Iraq in 2003 has the mainstream media fallen so low and
been so guilty of collusion to spread false propaganda supporting illegal U.S. foreign policy
aggression.

Anyone who still  has illusions that the U.S. mainstream media is free and independent
should be dispelled of that belief by what it is misinforming us about Venezuela today.

The co-opting of the mainstream media is not new. Here is a New York Times editorial the
day after Hugo Chavez was kidnapped by a military coup government that was installed in
2002:

Uprising  In  Venezuela:  The  Government;  Venezuela’s  Chief  Forced  To  Resign;  Civilian
Installed

By Juan Forero April 13, 2002

A  transitional  government  headed  by  a  leading  businessman  replaced
President Hugo Chavez today, hours after military officers forced him to resign.
It was a sudden end to the turbulent three-year reign of a mercurial strongman
elected on promises to  distance his  country from the United States while
uprooting Venezuela’s old social order—

Pedro Carmona Estanga, the head of Venezuela’s most important business
association, was installed as interim president at a ceremony at 6 p.m. He
promised  that  the  new government  would  adhere  to  ”a  pluralistic  vision,
democratic, civil and ensuring the implementation of the law, the state of law.”

Elections will be held within a year, officials said.

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/03/opinion/nicolas-maduro-sanctions.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/as-maduro-takes-venezuela-into-uncharted-waters-the-opposition-has-few-options/2017/07/31/5b3f693c-7570-11e7-8c17-533c52b2f014_story.html?utm_term=.0e4e519a6ff5
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/apr/09/dictator-maduro-thousands-of-venezuelans-protest-ban-of-opposition-leader
http://www.foxnews.com/opinion/2017/08/02/world-must-turn-back-venezuelas-growing-dictatorship.html
https://www.cnbc.com/video/2017/07/31/mcmaster-nicolas-maduro-is-not-just-a-bad-leader-hes-now-a-dictator.html
http://www.cnn.com/videos/tv/2017/08/02/lead-santiago-venezuela-vote-figures-manipulated-live.cnn
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-venezuela-politics-idUSKBN17122M
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/13/world/uprising-venezuela-government-venezuela-s-chief-forced-resign-civilian-installed.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/13/world/uprising-venezuela-government-venezuela-s-chief-forced-resign-civilian-installed.html
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The Bush administration laid the blame for Mr. Chavez’s overthrow firmly with
the ousted leader. Officials portrayed the ouster as a victory for democracy—

Pedro Francisco Carmona Estanga is a former
Venezuelan  trade  organization  leader  who
was  briefly  installed  as  President  of
Venezuela in place of Hugo Chávez, following
the attempted military coup on April  2002.
(Source: Wikimedia Commons)

The next day the New York Times was forced by circumstances to reverse itself, kind of a
non-retraction retraction. Notice that the “prominent businessman”, Pedro Carmona Estanga
is not quite so “prominent” after he “dismantled the National Assembly, fired the ministers
of the Supreme Court, repealed the constitution, arrested high-level members of the Chavez
government and sent others into hiding. He sounds more like the kind of right-wing fascist
that the U.S. prefers to be in charge. And exactly who was it that “installed” him as the
interim president, the New York Times does not say. It sure made Bush happy thought.
Neither the Times nor the U.S. react the way democracy lovers would be expected to after a
military coup d’état. How is that a victory for democracy?

Popular Uprising Allows Chavez to Reclaim Venezuelan Presidency

By Ginger Thompson And Juan Forero April 14, 2002

CARACAS, Venezuela, April 14 — Two days after one huge political movement
forced President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela out of power, a countervailing
uprising  that  swept  like  wildfire  through  the  slums  surrounding  the  capital
carried  the  populist  leader  back  to  the  presidency  today.

Once  in  power,  the  short-lived  interim  government,  led  by  a  prominent
businessman, Pedro Carmona Estanga, dismantled the National Assembly, fired
the  ministers  of  the  Supreme  Court,  arrested  high-level  members  of  the
Chavez government and sent others into hiding.

The new government announced that Mr. Chavez had resigned from power.
But word began to spread mostly through international television news reports
that Mr. Chavez had not resigned. His followers in slums and poor towns across
the country began to worry for his safety. They took to the streets to demand
that Mr. Chavez be freed. And they won.

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/14/international/americas/popular-uprising-allows-chavez-to-reclaim-venezuelan.html
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[The Bush administration showed no remorse in its attempt to violently overthrow Chavez, a
coup which cost the lives of dozens of people.]

The New York Times went on:

The Bush administration, which showed little regret with Mr. Chavez’s apparent
ouster on Friday, said it supported the O.A.S. [endorsing Chavez’s return to
power] resolution. But it called on Mr. Chavez to change his policies.

“I hope that Hugo Chavez takes the message that his people sent him, that his
own policies are not working for the Venezuelan people, that he’s dealt with
them in a high-handed fashion,” , President Bush’s national security adviser,
said today on the NBC news program “Meet the Press.”

The Bush Administration,  the  New York  Times  and the  mainstream media  showed no
remorse or shame—the U.S. government continued to watch and undermine the Chavista
movement, Venezuela’s Bolivarian Socialism, in any way that it can. The U.S. continues to
be involved and fund a long-term regime change project. The Empire never gives up.

The  U.S.  has  been  perfecting  its  regime  change  techniques,  camouflaging  them  as
“democracy promotion”, which is funding subversion through the Agency for International
Development (AID), the United States Information Service (USIS), and the Congressional
funded National Endowment for Democracy (NED), International Republican Institute (IRI)
and co-opted non-governmental  organizations  (NGO).  Covertly  the CIA and US military
continue to this day to undermining democracy in Venezuela.

Regime  change  is  being  perfected  by  sophisticated  public  relations  techniques  using
marketing  strategies,  constant  repetition,  image  control,  word  selection,  negative
campaigns,  mass  media,  false  propaganda  and  mind  shock.  The  public  justification  for
ousting a democratically elected head of state, such as today’s Venezuela President Nicolas
Maduro, is cynically said to be democracy promotion and human rights. The real U.S. foreign
policy motivation is to recruit a compliant head of state; but that is not what one will hear
from  the  mainstream  media  propaganda  machine  cabal,  as  the  New  York  Times
demonstrated after the U.S. backed military coup in 2002.

Since the fall  of  the Soviet  Union in  1991,  the U.S.  has been on a mission of  global
hegemony, known as the Wolfowitz Doctrine:

“To prevent any hostile  power from dominating a region whose resources
would, under consolidated control, be sufficient to generate global power”.

http://www.ned.org/
http://www.iri.org/
http://freedom-articles.toolsforfreedom.com/wolfowitz-doctrine-us-plan-global-supremacy/
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Brzezinski and fellow former National Security Advisers meet with President Obama in the Situation
Room. September 1, 2010. (Photo: CSIS: Center for Strategic & International Studies / FlickrPhotos)

And the Grand Chessboard master Zbigniew Brzezinski:

“The most immediate task is to make certain that no state or combination of
states gains the capacity to expel the United States from— [anywhere in the
world] —or even to diminish significantly its decisive arbitrating role.”

The U.S. is imposing world hegemony by military might, political arm twisting and economic
domination.

The military might of the U.S. is unquestionable with its trillion dollar annual budget, 1000
foreign outposts in every region of the world, interlocking military alliances such as NATO,
and its apparatus of covert special para-military forces and cyber surveillance.

Economic hegemony requires controlling world organizations such as the United Nations,
World Bank, International Monetary Fund, mega-international corporations and maintaining
world  financial  transactions  in  the  U.S.  dollar.  The  raw  economic  power  of  the  U.S.  is
regurgitated by the false theory of neoliberal economics, which has deservedly been labeled
Voodoo Economics for good reasons.

Nothing and nobody takes preference ahead of U.S. military and economic world hegemony.
To maintain it requires a cadre of academia, mass media, bureaucrats, politicians, and a
servant class that is willing to sell their soul for prestige and remuneration. One of the most
important functions of this cadre is to manufacture the consent of the majority of the
population of the U.S. and its allies. The U.S. will not hesitate to kill millions of people to
maintain  every  link  in  the  chain  of  hegemony.  As  the  Grand  Chess  Master  Zbigniew
Brzezinski himself said:

“It is now harder to control, but easier to kill, a million people“.
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Brzezinski’s  words  were  not  the  idle  musing  of  an  intellectual,  political  scientist  or
philosopher. He was dead serious. The number of people who have been killed directly and
indirectly for U.S. hegemony since 1991 is in the millions. Those millions could not be
controlled so they were killed or they became collateral damage, for the benefit of the U.S.
Empire. The number of people the U.S. has killed for the sake of democracy and human
rights is zero.

The U.S. public has become controllable by a security state apparatus of spies, militarized
police, incarceration on an industrial scale, rigged elections, policies to dumb down the
population, keep them literally fat and lazy, constantly preoccupy them with meaningless
sensationalism, create a consumer culture, entertain them with mindless saturations of sex
and violence, and keep them obedient with propaganda from a network of willing corporate
mass media.

Gaining the implied consent of the public for an astronomical military budget, foreign wars,
military campaigns, and regime change projects has been perfected to a degree that makes
George Orwell’s book Nineteen Eighty-Four look like a child’s primer. Despite the trillions of
dollars  spent  on  empire,  the  public  has  been  convinced  that  the  U.S.  cannot  afford
investments  in  human  resources  such  as  healthcare,  education,  affordable  housing,
antipoverty  programs,  mass transportation and needed infrastructure maintenance and
improvement.

Nor will the U.S. sit idle while another country invests in its human capital. The U.S. has
been on a campaign to overthrow the government of Venezuela since the 1998 election of
Hugo Chavez. Chavez broke with the neoliberal neocolonial mold of being compliant to the
U.S. Among Venezuela’s natural resources is the world’s largest proven oil reserve. That is a
resource that the U.S. wants to dominate.

Chavez committed the unforgivable crime, in the eyes of the hegemonic U.S., by rejecting
neoliberal economics, using Venezuela’s oil wealth for the benefit of the Venezuelan people,
nationalizing the oil operations in its country, adopting a socialist economic model, entering
into  a  friendship  with  Cuba,  and setting  an example  for  South  America  that  openly  defied
U.S. domination. Hugo Chavez, his Bolivarian Socialism and his successor Nicolas Maduro
are unacceptable to the U.S., and it has been attempting to eradication them.

In 2002 the George W. Bush administration was caught red handed in a plot with the
wealthy and upper middle class of Venezuela to overthrow Chavez in a coup d’état. Chavez
was briefly kidnapped, held at a U.S. military facility, and the U.S. immediately recognized
the legitimacy of the coup government.

To the U.S. surprise, and Bush’s befuddlement, the people of Venezuela turned out in mass
demanding Chavez’s return as their democratically elected president. The coup government
and the U.S. were left with no choice but to comply. But that did not stop the U.S. from
continuing  to  demonize  Chavez  and  attempting  to  overthrow  his  democratic  socialist
government.
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After Chavez’s death in 2013 his democratically elected Vice President Nicolas Maduro
assumed  the  office  of  president,  according  to  constitutional  law.  New  elections  were  held
and Maduro again was democratically elected president. The U.S. refused to recognize the
legitimacy  of  the  election  and  together  with  the  wealthy  upper  class  of  Venezuela
immediately cried election fraud.

The U.S. continued to villainize Maduro, labeling him a dictator and a human rights abuser.
The U.S. did not letup on its regime change project. The U.S. has spent hundreds of millions
of  dollars  on  so-called  “democracy  promotion”  by  USAID,  USIS,  NED,  IRI,  NGO’s  and
numerous front organizations in Venezuela to overthrow Maduro and Bolivarian Socialism,
either in elections, street violence or by a military coup. To the increasing frustration and
anger of the U.S. they have so far failed.

We are now witnessing today a U.S.  intensive phase of  the regime change project  in
Venezuela. It is a coup in the making in plain sight. It is following the textbook example used
in Ukraine, Honduras and elsewhere over the decades. The people of Venezuela like their
democracy the way it is. But no one in the US would know it from the mainstream media
propaganda.

President Donald Trump, Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, Secretary of the Treasury Steven
Mnuchin and Congress are supporting the wealthy coup plotters in Venezuela. Many of the
coup plotters are the same ones that backed the kidnapping and attempted coup against
Hugo Chavez in 2002.

The  U.S.  is  financing  the  opposition,  leading  international  diplomatic  pressure  against
Venezuela’s  democratically  elected  President  Nicolas  Maduro,  imposing  sanctions,  and
encouraging the Venezuelan military to overthrow the government. The U.S. rhetoric and
Fake News propaganda is full of outright lies, there is no nice way to say it. There is no
polite word for lies. The regime change artists and coup plotters know exactly what the truth
is. Here are just a few examples of the outrageous statements:

“As President Trump has made clear, the United States will  not ignore the
Maduro  regime’s  ongoing  efforts  to  undermine  democracy,  freedom,  and  the
rule of law”, said Secretary of the Treasury Steven Mnuchin.

[The truth: Venezuela is a democracy, with the best voting system in the world as certified
by the Carter Foundation and the Organization of American States (OAS). Maduro is lawfully
following the Constitution of Venezuela and he is not a dictator.]

https://venezuelanalysis.com/news/13264
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Here is what CIA director Mike Pompeo had to say,

“At any time you have a country as large and with the economic capacity of a
country like Venezuela, America has a deep interest in making sure that it is
stable, as democratic as possible. And so, we’re working hard to do that.”

[Truth:  Venezuela is  more democratic  and has a better  human rights  record than the
compliant governments of Mexico, Columbia and Brazil that are joining the U.S. in criticizing
Maduro for allegedly being a dictator. Pompeo let it slip that the CIA’s interests in Venezuela
is its “economic capacity”. He must mean oil.]

The Fake News is a co-conspirator to the U.S. regime change project. They pound away that
Maduro is a “dictator”, that Sunday’s referendum for a Constituent Assembly, which had one
of the largest voter turnouts in the history of Venezuela, was fraudulent. That Maduro’s
security forces are the ones responsible for the deaths and violence which is untrue; the
opposition has caused most of the deaths. The Fake News keeps repeating the numbers
killed without revealing who is doing the killing, leaving it as if Maduro is largely responsible.
It is another lie by omission.

Those deadly mysterious snipers, which we saw in Ukraine, have shown up again. The agent
provocateurs  have  mostly  killed  innocent  bystanders  and  their  own  opposition
demonstrators,  as  in  Ukraine.  It  is  cold  blooded  murder  for  oil.

The U.S. is not concerned about democracy and human rights. If it were it would be waging
a campaign and imposing sanctions against Saudi Arabia, which is on a head-chopping
spree since the beginning of the year. The U.S. would be concerned with the obscene
number of  journalists  that  have been murdered in Mexico,  that  Honduras overthrew a
democratic government with a military dictatorship (and U.S. help), that Columbia has some
of the most dirty politics in South America, where 60% of Columbian voters do not even turn
out, that Brazil is mired in scandal and corruption and a recession and that lest than 5% of
the population gives President Michel Temer a favorable rating.

The American people have to internalize that the U.S. does not care about democracy,
human rights, justice, political prisoners, torture, journalists or millions of people killed and
maimed in U.S. wars of aggression, instigation of chaos and perpetration of regime changes.

Of twenty South American countries, Venezuela comes in 7th in the United Nations Index of
Human Development. The Fake News propaganda will not mention that fact.

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/07/venezuela-maduro-constituent-assembly-170729172525718.html
https://venezuelanalysis.com/news/13275
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Heres-Your-Guide-to-Understanding-Protest-Deaths-in-Venezuela-20170422-0016.html
https://venezuelanalysis.com/news/13117
https://venezuelanalysis.com/news/13117
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/amnesty-saudi-stop-bloody-execution-spree-170726071519013.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/07/amnesty-saudi-stop-bloody-execution-spree-170726071519013.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/29/world/americas/veracruz-mexico-reporters-killed.html
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2016/03/15/us-role-honduras-coup-and-subsequent-violence
https://www.commondreams.org/views/2016/03/15/us-role-honduras-coup-and-subsequent-violence
https://www.fairobserver.com/politics/colombia-corruption-farc-peace-deal-latin-america-news-33463/
https://www.fairobserver.com/politics/colombia-corruption-farc-peace-deal-latin-america-news-33463/
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Brazilian-Presidents-Approval-Ratings-Plummet--20170624-0016.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Latin_American_countries_by_Human_Development_Index
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Latin_American_countries_by_Human_Development_Index
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In the 2012 elections of Hugo Chavez as president, the international humanitarian and
election observer President Jimmy Carter certified the results and called Venezuela’s voting
system “the best in the world“. The opposition and the U.S., which before the elections
promised to honor Carter’s certification, were crying fraud no sooner than the results were
announced. Only the U.S. because of its supposed exceptionalism gets to decide who wins
elections, who is democratically elected president and who is a dictator.

Venezuela does not need “democracy promotion” (i.e. subversion) from USAID, USIS, NED,
IRI and any of the phony NGOs. Venezuela could teach the rest of South America and the
U.S. about democracy and human rights. There is only interest in Venezuela “economic
capacity”, as CIA director Mike Pompeo admitted, meaning mostly oil. And Venezuela has
the largest oil reserves Worldwide (See graph below)

Source Energy BC

http://america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2015/11/venezuelas-electoral-system-is-being-unfairly-maligned.html
http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/oilreserves.jpg
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Source Lets Talk Royalties Canada

The U.S. wants Venezuela to embrace neoliberalism so that international mega-corporations
can exploit its oil, which is the largest proven reserve in the world.

Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, the former CEO of Exxon, wants to see his former employer
get in on the profits, instead of profits being invested in Venezuela’s people.

When is the public ever going to get it that the U.S. does not care about democracy, human
rights, the deaths of innocent civilians and those widowed, orphaned and made homeless by
U.S. stoked wars? They want the oil.

David William Pear is a progressive columnist writing on economic, political and social
issues. His articles have been published by OpEdNews, The Greanville Post, The Real News
Network, Truth Out, Consortium News, Russia Insider, Pravda, and many other publications.

All images in this article are from Flickr / Wikimedia Commons.

http://www.globalresearch.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/3.-infographic_05_reserves_20141.jpg
https://letstalkroyalties.ca/did-you-know/albertas-oil-reserves-compared-to-other-countries/
https://www.opednews.com/articles/Venezuela-Under-Siege-by-David-William-Pear-Anti-government_Oil_Propaganda_Sanctions-170717-822.html
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