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Nicolas Maduro’s Bolivarian government of Venezuela announced it will hold an anti-NATO
“counter-summit” in San Cristébal (state of Tachira) on the border with Colombia on June
28-29. Colombia, Washington’s main ally in South America, and also a huge human rights
breacher, has been a Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA) since May 2022. This development
comes amid a very tense Latin-American context, after news that Nicaragua is joining Russia
in military exercises.

Speaking about the summit, Venezuelan National Assembly member Julio Chavez
highlighted the symbolic significance of this location. The state of Tachira is the place where
a lot of Colombian-backed anti-Bolivarian activities have been taking place. For example, on
February 23, 2019 violent armed groups tried to organize demonstrations in one of the
bridges that connect the Venezuelan state of Tachira and the Colombian state of Santander.
Venezuelan authorities in Caracas have accused the Colombian authorities in Bogota of
turning a blind eye to mercenary and paramilitary activity in the region aimed against its
government.

The two nations share a 2,200 kilometers border and there have been increasing tensions
there. On June 3, Maduro stated that the “only thing” that enters Venezuela from the
Colombian side is “terrorism, violence, drug trafficking, kidnapping, smuggling, and crime”.
Caracas has also complained about Colombian illegal migration, human trafficking and
COVID-19 supposedly coming across the border. On August 2021, violence escalated on the
border with two Venezuelan soldiers killed in an alledged terrorist attack and other
incidents.

Maduro has called Colombia as a “narco-state”, and it has been described as such by a
number of experts too. It is home to an infamous mercenary industry, which often has links
to drug cartels and far-right paramilitary activity. Colombian mercenaries were behind the
US-backed murder of Haitian president Jovenel Moise last year, for example.
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In May 2020, American mercenaries attempted to enter Venezuela on speed boats from
Colombia as part of so-called Operation Gideon to launch a coup d’etat. Caracas accuses
Washington and Bogota of having played a role in it. It is a well known fact that the US at
least considered supporting an invasion of the country a number of times.

Moreover, the 2020 oil discoveries in Suriname and Guyana also add further tensions in the
continent, as there have been territorial disputes between the latter and Venezuela.

Recently, amid a global oil and energy crisis in the aftermath of the Russian-Ukrainian war,
there were talks about Washington and Caracas “resetting” their relations. On 7 March
2022, a high-level American delegation visited Venezuela to discuss oil supplies, and this
was seen as an indication that tensions between the two countries were being partly
relaxed. The country is in fact located on the world’s largest proven oil reserves. Before
sanctions in 2019, it sent about 580,000 barrels of heavy oil per day to American refineries.
The US made up for that by turning to other suppliers, including Russia, ironically.

American journalist Mac Margolis, writing for the Washington Post, on March 9, argued that
Venezuela and the United States should move beyond sanctions, ultimatums and “toxic”
polarization. Last week, Washington “authorized” Spanish oil company Repsol and Italy’s Eni
to start shipping Venezuelan oil to Europe in July, so as to help Europe ease its dependence
on Russian oil. Maduro also confirmed that the US granted licenses, and Chevron, Eni and
Repsol will exploit their oil and gas deposits in the country. Chevon is to resume operations,
but has not yet been authorized to export oil to the United States.

Despite these recent developments, the fact that Venezuela (as well as Cuba and
Nicaragua) was not invited to the Summit of the Americas is an indication that relations
today are far from a “reset”. And there is no indication American sanctions on Venezuela will
be fully lifted, as Caracas demands. It is in this context that Iran and Venezuela (two
sanctions-hit oil-producer countries) just signed a 20-year cooperation agreement, as
announced on June 11. The deal includes cooperation on the financial and energy sectors, as
well as defense projects. In fact, after not being invited to the Summit, Maduro went on an
Eurasian tour, and visited Algeria and Turkey, before arriving in Iran. Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has stated that “all aspects” of Turkish-Venezuelan relations are to
be reviewed and that “steps will be taken” to further enhance their relations.

The United States remains arguably the sole sanctions superpower in the world, according
to professors of international affairs Henry J. Farrel and Abraham L. Newman. Washington’s
sanctions policy, although still a burden for its targets, is becoming increasingly less
effective and in fact even backfires in terms of stimulating new partnerships - and even
initiatives aiming at de-dollarization. It also reflects very poorly on the US ability to accept
the emerging polycentric and multipolar new global dynamics.

If the United States refuses to resort to pragmatism and good diplomacy with Venezuela and
if its financial and economic warfare against it fails, Washington hawks could feel tempted to
employ its Colombian proxies to attack Caracas militarily in yet another coup or invasion
attempt. This would bring catastrophic consequences for the continent and even for world
peace, considering the potential alignments and escalations that could ensue.
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