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Most estimates of US military spending mention a figure of 886 billion dollars or so. This is
higher than the combined military spending of the next ten biggest spenders, most of whom
are allies of the USA. This is 3 times the military spending of China.

However a recent review of US defense spending by defense analyst Winslow Wheeler has
mentioned a figure of 1447 billion dollars after making some important corrections and also
including related defense expenditures which are generally left out in commonly quoted
official figures of 886 billion dollars.

Winslow Wheeler has written,

“The big spenders, especially, like to distort the size of our spending—and to mis-
measure it—with gimmicks and yardsticks that have almost nothing to do with dollars
spent.”

The revised estimate by Wheeler seeks to correct some figures and to include some left-out
figures relating to nuclear weapons, homeland security from terrorists and criminals, and
international security.

Wheeler's complete calculations were reported in a review by Andrew Cockburn published in
‘Responsible Statecraft’ (May 7, 2023).

The Wall Street Journal noted in a recent analysis that spending on defense and veterans’
care is likely to pass 1000 billion dollars next year.

Recently a lot of concern has been expressed by various prominent persons over efforts that
keep getting made for further increases even after big military budgets have been
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sanctioned. One of these efforts relates to the presentation of a list of ‘unfunded priorities’
to the Congress by military sources. It has been seen over the years that this practice
results in the further addition of billions of dollars more to the defense budget.

Concern is also being expressed over the very high profit margins of the biggest weapon
companies and military contractors. The big profit margins merely on the supply of spare
parts by some companies which effectively act as monopoly suppliers has come as a shock
to many people.

Serious concern is also being expressed regarding the increases in military spending that
can take place even later in the year in the context of funding that is designated as “an
emergency requirement or for overseas contingency operation”. As the Congressional
Budget Office has stated, funding for this “would not be constrained.”

In the past this was often increased arbitrarily in the context of the conflict in Iraqg to include
all sorts of military expenditure. Now it is likely to be increased in the coming days in the
context of the military assistance being provided to Ukraine.

The high levels of military spending much beyond real defense needs have become part of a
vicious cycle. A small and concentrated number of military contractors get huge and inflated
orders from the government. They then use a part of their high profits to appoint high
profile lobbyists who can ensure huge levels of military funding.

However Pentagon and defense department have repeatedly not been able to pass in audits
and failed to account for a lot of spending.

This has understandably raised concerns relating to corruption. The other major area of
domestic concern relates to the defense budget eating up so much of resources that
adequate funds are difficult to find for many unmet needs of the weaker sections of US
society, or for some other priority areas.

However another concern that should receive more attention relates to the impact of ever-
increasing military budgets of the most powerful and aggressive country on the safety of
people in many other countries, particularly in the context of the forever wars and proxy
wars of the USA.

Hence campaigns to reduce the military budget of the USA should be an important concern
of the peace movement.

At the same time it needs to be stated that the military budgets of several other countries
also tend to present lower than actual figures, and this tendency is by no means confined
only to the USA. Hence at world level also the military budget is likely to be significantly
higher, compared to the estimates frequently cited.

*

Note to readers: Please click the share button above. Follow us on Instagram and Twitter
and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to repost and share widely Global
Research articles.

Bharat Dogra is Honorary Convener, Campaign to Save Earth Now. His recent books include
Planet in Peril, Man over Machine and Earth without Borders. He is a regular contributor to



Global Research.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Bharat Dogra, Global Research, 2023

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Bharat Dogra

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/bharat-dogra
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/bharat-dogra
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

