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“We will stay by the side of those who long for freedom and we will confront their
oppressors,” Vice President Mike Pence.

Ramping up interventionist rhetoric and policy against progressive governments in the
region, United States Vice President Mike Pence said working for “freedom” in Cuba,
Nicaragua and Venezuela is a priority for Donald Trump’s administration during a ceremony
in which new U.S. ambassador to the Organization of American States (OAS), Carlos Trujillo,
was sworn in.

“We will stay by the side of those who long for freedom and we will confront
their oppressors,” Pence said during the event in the White House.

During his speech the U.S. vice president singled out Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela. Of
Cuba he said the island continued to live “under tyrannical legacy,” using terminology and
rhetoric used by right-wing Cuban Americans against the communist government of Cuba.

Later it was Nicaragua’s turn. Pence accused Daniel Ortega’s government of “brutally
repressing” peaceful protesters, a common allegation used by successive U.S. governments
and their western allies to justify interference despite lacking proper evidence to back their
claims.

The he attacked the Venezuelan government calling President Nicolas Maduro a “dictator”
and charged him with turning “one of South America’s most prosperous countries into one
of the poorests.”

Over the years Washington has maintained economic and political attacks against these
three countries hoping to bring about regime change.

Since 1960 consecutive U.S. governments have imposed an economic blockade against
Cuba. In the 1980s U.S. President Ronald Reagan began financing and training a
paramilitary group within Nicaragua known as the Contras. In 2015
the Obama administration declared Venezuela a “threat to its national security” and the
policy of economic sanctions and diplomatic isolation was unleashed.

The U.S. Senior Director for Latin America Juan Cruz called Monday for the Venezuelan
military to overthrow Maduro under a constitutional provision that justifies rebellion against
dictatorial rule.
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Juan Cruz, Special Assistant to President Trump and Senior Director for
Western Hemisphere Affairs, when asked if the US government supports a
military coup in Venezuela. #HSC2018 pic.twitter.com/e915UgxyiN

— Andrei Serbin Pont (@SerbinPont) April 30, 2018

Earlier this year former U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson also hinted at a military coup in
Venezuela.

The new U.S. ambassador to the OAS announced Wednesday that the OAS general assembly
meeting scheduled for June will include a debate on the situation in Venezuela.

“We can get there with a resolution condemning Venezuela for not accepting
basic humanitarian aid. That is the first step,” Trujillo explained.

Maduro has refused to accept international aid because he says he is certain that the
economic crisis Venezuela faces has been created by the U.S.-sponsored sanctions that
affect all Venezuelans.

Pence is expected to address the OAS permanent council next Monday.


https://twitter.com/hashtag/HSC2018?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/e915UgxyiN
https://twitter.com/SerbinPont/status/990945682524704769?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Venezuela-Coup-Pinochet-Tillerson-20180201-0030.html

The original source of this article is teleSUR
Copyright © Telesur, teleSUR, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Telesur

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/US-Stresses-Interventionist-Plan-in-Cuba-Nicaragua-Venezuela-20180503-0010.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/telesur
https://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/US-Stresses-Interventionist-Plan-in-Cuba-Nicaragua-Venezuela-20180503-0010.html
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/telesur
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

