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***

Fox News reports that Biden still pursues the JCPOA with Iran. See this.

For quite some time, the JCPOA talks seem to have been dead. The possible reopening of
the JCPOA talks at exactly this point in time is therefore both surprising and very interesting.

The nuclear issue and thus the JCPOA must have been part of the Saudi-Iran-China peace
discussions. The reopening of US interest in the JCPOA hints that a US side-channel may
have been opened prior to the China-Saudi-Iran agreement. Because prior to the reopening
of diplomatic and trade relations between Saudi Arabia and Iran, Saudi Arabia will have
insisted on a path to solve the issue of Iran’s nuclear program.

Either Saudi Arabia and Iran have agreed that both can pursue a nuclear program which
potentially can lead to a nuclear device for both of them… OR… they agree on measures
that they can both pursue a civilian nuclear program and make sure that it stays purely
civilian. In the latter case of safeguarding purely civilian nuclear programs in both countries,
the USA and not China can hold the keys. The USA with Iran, if they can agree on restarting
the JCPOA agreement. And the USA with Saudi Arabia for guaranteeing the start of a purely
civilian Saudi nuclear program.

Facts hint at the latter may be the case. First of all, right after the announcement of the
Saudi-Iran agreement, it became known that the US had been held informed by Saudi Arabia
during the whole process of talks. This points that the US may be a “silent partner” of the
whole China-Saudi-Iran deal. It was also immediately made clear, that Saudi Arabia and the
USA  had  been  discussing  the  possibility  of  Saudi  Arabia  joining  the  “Abraham Peace
Accords” with Israel in exchange for US acceptance (or even support) of a Saudi civilian
nuclear program. And now we have the revelation in through Fox News that the US is still
involved in talks to restart the JCPOA agreement with Iran. And for the JCPOA to restart, the
EU, France, Germany, and the UK must have been kept on the side-lines by the US as well.
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The possible existence of a US side-channel to the China-Saudi-Iran talks has potentially far
reaching consequences. First of all, it would be a sign that some communication and even
understanding can still be possible between the US and China at a time where US-China
relations are moving closer to war.

Furthermore, it would hint that other agreements may have been made between Saudi-
Arabia, Iran, China, Russia and the US and Israel in areas like Yemen, or perhaps even
Lebanon and Syria. In the case of Syria, this would then hint at a regular circle of talks
including Türkiye, Egypt, Jordan as well as the US with Qatar, Oman, and others. And in the
case of Lebanon, France may have been informed as well, though not much, as it may be
mostly  a  Saudi-Iran  discussion  facilitated  by  China.  Indeed  a  major  puzzle  being  put
together.

With  China  in  the  center  of  talks  with  a  dozen  of  countries  in  various  configurations  of
circles. Some talking with some, but not with others. Some involved in some issues, but not
in others. But China at the center.
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