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US Central Command announced last week that it was involved in 43 operations against ISIS
in Iraq and Syria in the month of January. Task & Purpose reported the monthly average for
US operations against ISIS in 2022 was 26 per month, signaling that the US military is
stepping up its assaults against the terror group.

While ISIS no longer controls any territory, there are remnants of the group in remote
regions of Syria and Iraq. CENTCOM said each raid in January was conducted with partner
forces, the government in Iraq, and the Kurdish-led SDF in Syria.

“We rely heavily on the Syrian Democratic Forces for the fight against ISIS,” CENTCOM
chief Gen. Michael Kurilla said. “Meanwhile, our Iragi Security Forces have been
aggressively taking the fight to ISIS in Iraq.”

The command said that in the operations in both countries, 11 suspected ISIS operatives
were killed, and 227 were detained. CENTCOM did not offer any information about possible
civilian casualties.

The Pentagon is notorious for undercounting or simply lying about civilian casualties.
CENTCOM'’s report for 2022 said 682 suspected ISIS fighters were killed that year and also
did not mention the potential harm to civilians despite reports that children were killed in
US-assisted operations, including in a major battle at a prison holding ISIS fighters and
civilians.

While on paper, the US presence in Syria is about fighting ISIS, the occupation is part of the
US economic campaign against Damascus. By backing the SDF and keeping about 1,000
troops in eastern Syria, the US is able to control about one-third of the country, an area
where most of Syria’s oil resources are located. The US maintains crippling economic
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sanctions on Syria specifically to prevent the country’s reconstruction.
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In this new and expanded edition of Michel Chossudovsky’s 2002 best seller, the author
blows away the smokescreen put up by the mainstream media, that 9/11 was an attack on
America by “Islamic terrorists”. Through meticulous research, the author uncovers a
military-intelligence ploy behind the September 11 attacks, and the cover-up and complicity
of key members of the Bush Administration.

The expanded edition, which includes twelve new chapters focuses on the use of 9/11 as a
pretext for the invasion and illegal occupation of Irag, the militarisation of justice and law
enforcement and the repeal of democracy.

According to Chossudovsky, the “war on terrorism” is a complete fabrication based on the
illusion that one man, Osama bin Laden, outwitted the $40 billion-a-year American
intelligence apparatus. The “war on terrorism” is a war of conquest. Globalisation is the final
march to the “New World Order”, dominated by Wall Street and the U.S. military-industrial
complex.

September 11, 2001 provides a justification for waging a war without borders. Washington’s
agenda consists in extending the frontiers of the American Empire to facilitate complete U.S.
corporate control, while installing within America the institutions of the Homeland Security
State.
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