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Russian FM Lavrov
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United States troops are continuing their presence in Syria even after its promise to end the
mission after their alleged anti-ISIS mission, and this is a pointer to the ultimate intention of
the US, which is to disintegrate, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said.

“It’s very likely that the Americans have taken a course of dividing the country.
They just gave up their assurances, given to us, that the only goal of their
presence in Syria – without an invitation of the legitimate government – was to
defeat ISIS and the terrorists,” Lavrov said.

Regarding pledges to keep a limited military contingent in the war-town state, Lavrov says
the US is not being open about their true objectives.

“Now [the Americans] are saying that they will keep their presence till they
make sure a steady process of a political settlement in Syria starts, which will
result in regime change,” the minister said during a conference in Sochi.

The foreign minister claimed there are “plans of virtual division of Syria.”

“We know of [them] and we will ask our American colleagues, how they are
seeing [Syria’s division].”

The US has nearly 2,000 troops currently stationed in Syria. In December, the Pentagon
announced the troops will remain on the ground for as long as needed “to support our
partners and prevent the return of terrorist groups.” Secretary of State Rex Tillerson later
reiterated the plan.

Although the Syrian government regards the deployment of US troops on its sovereign
territory as illegal, Washington claims the troops are reportedly fighting ISIS terrorists.

Moscow, which operates in the country on the Syrian government’s request, insists that the
US has no grounds to have a military presence in the country without the permission of the
Syrian government.
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Washington has also been arming and funding various groups under the banners of the Free
Syrian Army (FSA) and the Kurdish-dominated Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF).

“The  US,  flirting  with  various  segments  of  Syrian  society  that  oppose  the
government  with  arms  in  their  hands,  may  lead  to  very  dangerous
consequences,” Lavrov warned.

Order Mark Taliano’s Book “Voices from Syria” directly from Global Research.  

Taliano talks and listens to the people of Syria. He reveals the courage and resilience of a
Nation and its people in their day to day lives, after more than six years of US-NATO
sponsored terrorism and three years of US “peacemaking” airstrikes.

Mark Taliano combines years of research with on-the-ground observations to present an
informed and well-documented analysis that refutes  the mainstream media narratives on
Syria. 
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