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By Eric Zuesse
Global Research, January 23, 2023

Region: Russia and FSU, USA
Theme: Intelligence

All  Global  Research  articles  can  be  read  in  51  languages  by  activating  the  Translate
Website button below the author’s name.

To receive Global Research’s Daily Newsletter (selected articles), click here.

Follow us on Instagram and Twitter and subscribe to our Telegram Channel. Feel free to
repost and share widely Global Research articles.

***

An obliquely-written news-report in the New York Times on January 18th headlined “U.S.
Warms to Helping Ukraine Target Crimea” and subheaded “The Biden administration is
considering the argument that Kyiv needs the power to strike at the Ukrainian peninsula
annexed by Russia in 2014.” It reported that,

“the Biden administration is finally starting to concede that Kyiv may need the power to
strike the Russian sanctuary, even if  such a move increases the risk of escalation,
according to several  U.S.  officials who spoke on condition of  anonymity to discuss the
sensitive debate. Crimea, between the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov, is home to tens
of thousands of dug-in Russian troops and numerous Russian military bases.”

It goes on to say that this “would be one of its boldest moves yet, helping Ukraine to attack
the peninsula that President Vladimir V. Putin views as an integral part of his quest to
restore past Russian glory.”

This news-story omitted to mention that according to Russian law, Crimea (which was part
of Russia throughout 1783-1954 when the Soviet Union’s dictator, a Ukrainian, arbitrarily
transferred it to Ukraine) was restored to Russia on 16 March 2014, when a vote by Crimea’s
residents supported by over 90% the return of Crimea to being a part of Russia, and Russia
accepted that application by the Crimean people, for Crimea to become again a part of
Russia.

None of this was mentioned in the NYT’s news-report, nor was the fact mentioned there that
even U.S. polling of the residents of Crimea, both before and after the 2014 plebiscite there,
found over 90% of respondents to want restoration of Crimea as being a part of Russia. All
of that crucial information has been kept secret from the American people, and from the
people in U.S.-allied countries — they don’t know it. The NYT’s article says only that Crimea
is “the peninsula that President Vladimir V. Putin views as an integral part of his quest to
restore past Russian glory.”
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See this.

Furthermore, the NYT’s news-report fails to mention that on 8 June 2020, Russia published
from  Putin’s  office,  “Basic  Principles  of  State  Policy  of  the  Russian  Federation  on  Nuclear
Deterrence”, which presented four circumstances, lettered “a” through “d”, under which
“the possibility of nuclear weapons use by the Russian Federation” would exist; and letter
“a” there is: “arrival of reliable data on a launch of ballistic missiles attacking the territory of
the Russian Federation and/or its allies.”

In other words: “the possibility of nuclear weapons use by the Russian Federation” would
exist if America and Ukraine carry out “a launch of ballistic missiles attacking” Crimea.

According to Russian law, Crimea is, again, a part of Russia; it certainly is part of “the
territory of the Russian Federation and/or its allies.” It falls under Russia’s stated nuclear
umbrella, Russia’s protection up to and including the use of nuclear weapons — the four
official conditions under which Russia MIGHT respond by means of nuclear weapons. (And: it
falls under “circumstance” “a” — the first one that is listed.)

Russia might not employ nuclear weapons in the event of such an attack against Crimea —
it might instead respond without nuclear warheads, but only with non-nuclear ones; and,
since the invasion of Crimea would have been carried out by both Ukraine and America,
Ukraine and/or America would be targeted. If  Ukraine would be targeted, then America
might defend Ukraine by further attacking Russia — perhaps only in Crimea, but perhaps
not. In any case: Washington and Kiev would jointly have violated the top condition in which
Russia might respond with nuclear weapons; and, so, a second attack by America and
Ukraine against Russia would almost certainly result in a nuclear response by Russia; and,
as Scott Ritter has already noted, any circumstance in which one or more of Russia’s red
lines  have  already  been  crossed  by  America  and/or  by  one  of  America’s  alies  would
precipitate  a  launch  by  Russia  of  its  entire  nuclear  stockpile  of  thousands  of  nuclear
weapons, from land, sea, and air, which would mean, within pehaps 30 minutes to an hour,
game-over for everyone, and the end of life on Earth — not by some delayed “nuclear
winter,” but immediately by the direct blast-effects and the intense nuclear radiation then
spread throughout the entire atmosphere of the planet.

Though the NYT hid this crucial additional information, I don’t, though perhaps the hundreds
of U.S.-and-allied news-media that I am submitting this news-report to might all decide not
to publish it. Anyway: they all are receiving it on January 22nd. We’ll see which ones publish
it, and whether ONLY ones that Google bans do publish it, in which case this news-report still
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will appear here, even if that turns out to be the only place that does.

*
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This article was originally published on The Duran.

Investigative  historian  Eric  Zuesse’s  new  book,  AMERICA’S  EMPIRE  OF  EVIL:  Hitler’s
Posthumous Victory, and Why the Social Sciences Need to Change, is about how America
took over the world after World War II in order to enslave it to U.S.-and-allied billionaires.
Their cartels extract the world’s wealth by control of not only their ‘news’ media but the
social ‘sciences’ — duping the public.

He is a regular contributor to Global Research.
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