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US Nears $100 Billion Arms Deal with Saudi Arabia
Ahead of Trump’s Trip
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Ahead of the US president’s visit to Saudi Arabia, a series of multi-billion-dollar arms deals
have been outlined. The previous US administration suspended some supplies because of
human rights concerns.

A senior, unnamed White House official said the US was close to completing a series of deals
to sell Saudi Arabia arms and related maintenance worth $100 billion (91.4 billion euros),
according to Reuters.

President Donald Trump begins an international tour next Friday with the first stop in Saudi
Arabia, followed by visits to Israel, the Vatican, Brussels for a NATO summit and Sicily for a
Group of Seven summit.

“We are in the final stages of a series of deals,” the White House official said
on Friday.

The arms package could  be worth  more than $300 billion  over  a  decade,  the official  said.
The  US  has  been  the  Saudi  kingdom’s  major  arms  supplier,  delivering  F-15  fighter  jets
and  command  and  control  systems  worth  tens  of  billions  of  dollars  in  recent  years.

President Barack Obama had canceled a series of planned weapons sales to Saudi Arabia in
the last months of his administration because of the Saudi-led air campaign in Yemen which
had led to numerous civilian casualties.

Trump has already met with Saudi deputy crown prince Mohammed bin Salman, who wields
much influence  in  the  kingdom due  to  the  frailty  of  the  81-year-old  King  Salman.  The  31-
year-old prince is also defense minister and has led an aggressive campaign both militarily
in Yemen and politically against Iran and Shia Muslims.

The UN estimates that 17 million of Yemen’s 27 million people are “food insecure” including
3.3 million pregnant and breast-feeding mothers and children, some 462,000 under the age
of five, who are “acutely malnourished.”

Restoring US-Saudi ties

Trump and Salman met at the White House in Washington in March. The Bloomberg news
agency reported on Thursday that Saudi Arabia’s sovereign wealth fund could invest up to
$40 billion in US infrastructure.
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US  national  security  adviser  H.R.  McMaster  previewed  Trump’s  first  foreign  tour  to  Saudi
Arabia, Israel, Italy and Belgium in a White House briefing on Friday.

“President  Trump understands  that  America  First  does  not  mean America
alone,”  McMaster  told  reporters.  “To  the  contrary,  prioritizing  America’s
interests means strengthening alliances.”

McMaster said Trump

“will  encourage our Arab and Muslim partners to take bold,  new steps to
promote peace and to confront those, from ISIS to al Qaeda to Iran to the
Assad regime,  who perpetuate chaos and violence that  has inflicted so much
suffering throughout the Muslim world and beyond.”

Saudi Arabia could say no to German weapons. Watch the video here.
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