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The US military is keeping a wary eye on the uprising in Kyrgyzstan, as it may affect a US
military base in the Central Asian nation that supplies troops in Afghanistan, the US daily
New York Times reported Thursday.

The newspaper said that US President Barack Obama had long courted now-deposed Kyrgyz
President Kurmanbek Bakiyev to allow the continued use of the Manas military air base near
the capital Bishkek, which houses 1,500 soldiers, DPA reported.

Bakiyev had initially cancelled the arrangement last year, but revived it after the US offered
to pay 60 million dollars instead of the previously agreed-upon 17 million dollars.

Observers had deemed the initially planned closure of the base a concession by Kyrgyzstan
to Russia and neighbouring China. Moscow granted the impoverished former Soviet republic
loans shortly after.

Russia, however, also supports the US in its Afghanistan mission.

It had nevertheless opposed the idea of the US base, along with the Kyrgyz opposition, the
newspaper reported. Opposition leaders had criticized the US for courting an authoritarian
president while also hailing democracy, a situation they called embarassing.

That same opposition movement now appears set to take over power, placing the future of
the base in doubt. Kyrgyz media had previously reported that the US planned to expand its
presence in the country, which dates back to 2001.

Washington also secured transit agreements with the Central Asian republics of Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan last year to supply its troops in Afghanistan.

The original source of this article is Trend
Copyright © Global Research, Trend, 2010

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research



https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://en.trend.az/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/region/russia-and-fsu
https://www.globalresearch.ca/theme/us-nato-war-agenda
https://www.globalresearch.ca/indepthreport/afghanistan
http://www.dpa.com/
http://en.trend.az/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://en.trend.az/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in

print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: lication
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the

copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca


https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

