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*** 

The Hill reported that US military funding to Ukraine could be suspended indefinitely due to
proceedings in Washington over the public debt ceiling. Effectively, the public debt situation
will  force the US to reduce its financial  support to Ukraine since it  is  no longer possible to
expect as much support as before.

Congressman Andy Kim, a House Armed Services Committee (HASC) member, was quoted
by The Hill as saying that lawmakers had conversations about what needs to be a part of the
following package but expressed doubts about the timing of the legislation and highlighted
that the ongoing fight over the debt ceiling was putting Ukraine aid at risk.

“It’s delaying our ability to focus on these issues,” Kim said. “That really shows that it
has national security implications because we’re not able to have that kind of earnest
conversation about Ukraine or the [National Defense Authorization Act] until they’re
done with that.”

For his part, Congressman Bill Keating said aid to Ukraine would ultimately depend on its
counteroffensive, something that will seemingly miss its long-anticipated spring deadline.

“It’s not a precise science to say what because it could be gains that were made that
make more support less necessary,” Keating said. “Or there could be damage inflicted
where there has to be more” assistance.

Ukrainian  authorities  have  been  promoting  its  upcoming  counteroffensive,  and  NATO
officials  have  indicated  Ukraine  has  nearly  all  the  promised  weapons  and  equipment
needed.  Last  year’s  support  was  phenomenal,  but  sustaining such aid  at  this  level  is
difficult.  The  public  debt  situation  has  affected  and  will  continue  affecting  public  opinion
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because  out  of  all  the  spending,  people  will  sacrifice  those  least  sensitive  to  American
society,  and  not  such  huge  expenses  as  funding  a  war  in  Eastern  Europe.

Congress is determined to cut spending, making funding difficult for Ukraine. The only thing
that  was  announced  by  Congress  Speaker  Kevin  McCarthy  and  confirmed  by  the  White
House was the spending cuts. Military spending is not discussed, but the funding for Ukraine
now is many times less than last year. Ukraine can hardly expect the same funding it
received as in the past.

The Treasury Department warned in a letter to Congress that as early as June 1, the US may
not be able to fully meet its obligations if lawmakers do not authorise an increase in the
borrowing limit by that time. Normally, Congress almost automatically raises the borrowing
limit, but this time, the Republican opposition, who controls the House, has demanded that
it  reduce spending by several  trillion dollars.  The Republican bill  passed the House of
Representatives but has no chance of being approved in the Senate by Democrats, and
even if the document reaches Biden, he will most likely veto the bill.

At the same time, the US finds it  very difficult to accept the loss of Artemovsk (Bakhmut).
With  Ukrainian  forces  losing  control  of  Artemovsk,  the  long-mooted  counteroffensive
becomes  more  politically  urgent  than  ever  for  Kiev.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky tried to keep his promise to launch a counterattack
and for this reason, he continually requested the West for more weapons. As they lost
control of Artemovsk, launching an offensive operation is the best way for Kiev to restart its
plea for weapons from its NATO allies.

Zelensky  is  clearly  in  a  difficult  situation  because  the  Ukrainian  army  is  not  ready  for  a
counterattack  and  desperately  needs  ammunition.  However,  the  Russian  army  almost
immediately  destroys any weapon concentration,  which is  starting to  raise a series  of
questions about the success or failure of the Ukrainian counterattack.

This comes as many high-ranking military officials, including Polish Chief of the General Staff
Rajmund Andrzejczak and US General Christopher G. Cavoli, acknowledged Russia’s ability
to  continue  fighting  without  significant  loss.  Meanwhile,  40% to  60% of  Ukrainian  soldiers
who completed their training in France in 2022 have no contact with their trainers and have
likely died in battle or abandoned the battlefield.

Despite the propaganda pushed by the Kiev regime and Western media, Ukraine is clearly
unable to launch its long-awaited spring offensive, and instead this is all a show to procure
more weapons. The desperate situation for Ukraine coincides as Republicans and Democrats
face off over the debt ceiling, proving problematic for Kiev’s quest to rearm.   

House Republicans insist on spending cuts before they approve raising the nation’s debt
ceiling past $31 trillion. Democrats claim Congress has already spent the money and must
be allowed to repay America’s debtholders without leading to an economically disastrous
default.

Negotiations are continuing to unfold to reach a debt limit deal, but the US default clock is
ticking down despite  it  not  being entirely  clear  when the US will  officially  run out  of  cash.
When seen through this context, it is understandable why massive and reckless funding of
the Ukrainian military is increasingly scrutinised.
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