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Andrew Higgins’s August 28 New York Times article includes this excerpt:

“The beauty of ‘Russophobia’  from Russia’s perspective is that it  absolves
Moscow of any responsibility for the consequences of its own actions — the
annexation of Crimea, its military incursions into Georgia and eastern Ukraine,
the shooting down of a Malaysian passenger jet and its repeated meddling in
Western elections — and has turned the country into an innocent victim of,
well, John McCain.

But  what  to  do  now  that,  as  Oleg  Morozov,  a  member  of  the  foreign  affairs
committee of the Duma, Russia’s upper house of Parliament, declared this
week, ‘The enemy is dead’?

Alexander Domrin, a Moscow academic and administrator of a Facebook page
called ‘Russians for Donald Trump,’ said he was ‘not sorry’ that Mr. McCain had
died, ‘because he was an enemy of my country,’  but conceded that finding a
replacement hate figure will not be easy.”

*

The  “beauty”  of  the  above  excerpted  is  its  biased  idiocy,  relative  to  how the  sound
opposition to it is regularly muted in the “free press”. That reality explains why McCain’s
death doesn’t create a vacuum in the manner suggested in the above referenced piece.

Crimea has a pro-Russian majority,  which was understandably aghast  at  the coup like
circumstances that  occurred in  Kiev.  In  addition,  there’re the precedents pertaining to
Kosovo and northern Cyprus, which make the selective hoopla against Crimea’s changed
territorial status a high point of hypocrisy.

The 2008 war in the former Georgian SSR was initiated by the then Georgian government.
Before,  during  and  after  that  conflict,  the  majority  of  Ossetians  and  Abkhaz  show  a
preference  for  Russia  over  Georgia.

The aforementioned shooting down of a Malaysian passenger jet occurred in a war zone. At
the time, some other airlines took it upon themselves to re-route their planes away from
that area. It was the responsibility of the Kiev regime to inform the international aviation
authority of an unsafe war zone situation on their internationally recognized territory. It
remains  factually  unclear  as  to  who  specifically  shot  down  that  plane.  To  a  considerable
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extent, the matter of so-called Russian election meddling remains a faith based claim.

John McCain‘s anti-Russian biases were clearly evident before the political rise of the much
despised (especially by the neocons and neolibs) Vladimir Putin. Around the time of NATO’s
first wave of post-Soviet era expansion in 1999, McCain inaccurately portrayed the history of
Poland and Russia in a PBS NewsHour segment.

In that particular cut, I very much recall how he described Poland’s last attack on Russia
being in the early 1600s, much unlike what Russia has done to Poland since that time –
described by McCain as several instances of imperial subjugation. Overlooked by him were
the close to 100,000 Poles who joined Napoleon in his attack on Russia, as well as the
romanticized (in some circles) Josef Pilsudski led Polish anti-Russian premised imperialism
during the Russian Civil War.

In addition, Poland and Hungary followed Nazi Germany’s grab for Czechoslovak territory in
1938. Czechoslovakia at the time was on good terms with the Soviet Union. In 1934, Poland
and Nazi-Germany had signed a  non-aggression pact.  At  Munich,  the  West  essentially
appeased  the  dismembering  of  Czechoslovak  territory.  In  contrast,  the  USSR  offered  an
alliance  with  the  West  (notably  France)  to  defend  Czechoslovakia.

This proposal was rejected for several reasons. Some in the West were hoping that Hitler’s
expansion would end at that point. Besides, Czechoslovakia’s positive relations with the
USSR didn’t go well with those having an anti-Soviet and/or anti-Russian inclination. Some
were also rooting for an eventual Nazi-Soviet conflict, with the West on the sidelines as the
two dictatorships bludgeoned each other.

Stalin  saw these  trends  and  (within  reason)  concluded  that  a  Soviet  agreement  with
Nazi Germany served to hopefully delay the likelihood for a Nazi-Soviet war. He knew that
the USSR needed time to further develop to better protect itself – knowing what happened
when Russia fought Germany early in WWI, at a time when Russian military preparedness
was lacking. Stalin might very well have hoped for a Nazi war with the West, which would
see these power blocks weaken each other.

The lesson in all this is that the inability to recognize the legitimate concerns of a great
power, will lead the latter to engage in activity that some others will not like. This kind of
a  scenario  can  lead  to  otherwise  unnecessary  activity,  that’s  across  the  board
counterproductive. The late John McCain and his geopolitical supporters haven’t served the
best interests of the US. Russia’s 2015 move in Syria, was partly initiated to prevent another
flawed regime change operation, like what transpired in Iraq and Libya. Whether regarding
the former USSR or otherwise, it’s quite wrongheaded to automatically side with another
country in a dispute with Russia.

*

Michael Averko is a New York based foreign policy analyst and media critic.

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Michael Averko, Global Research, 2018

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eurasiareview.com%2F08042016-fuzzy-history-how-poland-saved-the-world-from-russia-analysis%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C12417bfb682f4ba0971208d60d246674%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636710847314692430&sdata=t3ZFzAo5WxsUeszONIRdmJAjqCwecPUCBmqg2eSblJ8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eurasiareview.com%2F08042016-fuzzy-history-how-poland-saved-the-world-from-russia-analysis%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C12417bfb682f4ba0971208d60d246674%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636710847314692430&sdata=t3ZFzAo5WxsUeszONIRdmJAjqCwecPUCBmqg2eSblJ8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FGerman%25E2%2580%2593Polish_Non-Aggression_Pact&data=02%7C01%7C%7C12417bfb682f4ba0971208d60d246674%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636710847314692430&sdata=JIiDi5dqrtysaRvnkQmy2GC4OpLp%2Bfn5BzR8sCZOY%2Bw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.strategic-culture.org%2Fnews%2F2015%2F10%2F09%2Fanswering-russia-critics-on-syria.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7C12417bfb682f4ba0971208d60d246674%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636710847314692430&sdata=ry0d58XrD%2B6EMBzDZkUqn3aH%2BG6PTHFszxdDPGqZXTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eurasiareview.com%2Fauthor%2Fmichael-averko%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C484dc1d4f36847428a8d08d60e57213f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636712164708186331&sdata=y2UHEYLYrLxU7LXCQWDXjmMLtYwPuUw9lReUgsoPkGI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michael-averko


| 3

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Michael Averko

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/michael-averko
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

