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Regime change in store for cultural conservatives?
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It is generally observed that imperial powers like the United States frequently interfere in
foreign  governments  in  support  of  economic  or  hard  political  reasons.  To  be  sure,
Washington has refined the process so it can plausibly deny that it is interfering at all, that
the change is spontaneous and comes from the people and institutions in the country that is
being targeted for change. One recalls how handing out cookies in Maidan Square in Kiev
served as an incentive wrapped around a publicity stunt to bring about regime change in
Ukraine in 2014 when Senator John McCain and the State Department’s Victoria Nuland
were featured performers in a $5 billion investment by the US government to topple the
friendly-to-Russia regime of President Viktor Yanukovych. Of course, change for the sake of
a short-term objective might not always be the best way to go and one might suggest that
the success in bringing in a new government acceptable to Nuland has not really turned out
that well for Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, nor for those Americans who understand that
the Biden Administration’s  pledge to  arm Ukraine and stay  in  the fight  against  Russia  “as
long as it takes” just might not be very good for the United States either.

And the United States continues to be at  it,  meddling in  what was once regarded as
something like a war crime, though it now prefers to conceal what it is up to by preaching
“democracy” and wrapping the message in “woke-ish progressivism” at every opportunity.
An  interesting  recent  trip  by  a  senior  government  official  that  was  not  reported  in  the
mainstream media  suggests  that  the  game is  still  afoot  in  Eastern  Europe.  The early
February visitor  was Samantha Power,  currently  head of  USAID,  and a familiar  figure from
the Barack Obama Administration, where she served as Ambassador to the United Nations
and was a dedicated liberal interventionist involved in the Libya debacle as well as various
other wars started by that estimable Nobel Peace Prize recipient after he had received his
award. The Obama attack on Syria has been sustained until this day, with several American
military bases continuing to function on Syrian territory,  stealing the country’s  oil  and
agricultural produce.
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USAID was  founded in  1961 and  it  was  intended to  serve  as  a  vehicle  for  nurturing
democratic government and associated civic institutions among nations that had little or no
experience in popular government. That role has become less relevant as nation states have
evolved and the organization itself has responded by becoming more assertive in its role,
pushing policies that have coincided with US foreign policy objectives. This has led some
host  nations  to  close  down USAID offices.  Within  the  US government  itself,  participants  in
foreign  policy  formulation  often  observe  that  USAID  and  the  National  Endowment  for
Democracy (NED) now are largely in the business of doing what the CIA used to do, i.e.
interfering in local politics by supporting opposition parties and other dissident or even
terrorist groups. Both organizations were very active in Ukraine in 2014 and served as
conduits  for  money transfers  to  the opposition parties  and those who were hostile  to
Russia’s influence for “democracy building.”

Samantha  Power,  who  is  married  to  another  Democratic  Party  affiliated  power  broker,
lawyer Cass Sunstein, traveled to Hungary on her diplomatic passport but took pains to
cover her travel as a routine bureaucratic visit to an overseas post. Hungary is undeniably a
democracy, is a member of the European Union, and also of NATO, but Power reportedly did
not clear the travel with the Hungarian government and apparently did not meet with any
government  officials,  even  as  a  courtesy.  She  tweeted  that  her  visit  was  to  reestablish
USAID in the Hungarian capital, “Great to be here in Budapest with @USAmbHungary where
@USAID just relaunched new, locally-driven initiatives to help independent media thrive and
reach new audiences, take on corruption and increase civic engagement.”

By  “independent  media”  Power  clearly  meant  that  the  US  will  be  directly  supporting
opposition press that is anti-government and which embraces the globalist-progressive view
currently favored by the White House. A US Embassy press release on the visit revealed that
Power was in town as part of a project to relaunch seven USAID programs throughout
Eastern Europe. It did not elaborate on the “corruption” that Power intended to address,
which, of course, would have been a direct insult to the local governments wherever she
intended to  visit,  nor  did  the  document  reveal  that  many  of  the  groups  that  will  be
supported are likely to be affiliated with “globalist” George Soros.

In  Budapest,  Samantha  Power  did  indeed  meet  with  opposition  political  figures  and  civil
organizations and groups, with particular emphasis on the homosexual community including
“Joined @divaDgiV, @andraslederer, and @viki radvanyi for lunch in Budapest where we
spoke about their work to advocate for LGBTQI+ rights and dignity in Hungary and around
the world @budapestpride” as described in one of her tweeted messages after arrival.
Power was also accompanied throughout by the highly controversial US Ambassador David
Pressman, who is openly homosexual, of course, married to a man, and who has been highly
critical of the conservative Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s government, which was reelected
in 2022 by a landslide margin in a vote that was considered free and fair. Orban is disliked
by Joe Biden’s Washington because he is conservative and a nationalist, not because he is
incompetent or dishonest while Pressman was and is a perfect example of the Biden State
Department sending a terrible fit as ambassador to an extremely conservative country just
to  make points  with  the gay community  in  the US.  Pressman has  persisted in  telling
Hungarians how to behave not only on foreign policy but also on sexual diversity and
cultural  issues  and,  for  his  efforts,  was  finally  told  to  “shut  up”  by  Hungary’s  Foreign
Minister.

To  be  sure,  Hungary’s  undeniably  democratic  government,  which  is  politically  and
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economically tied to Washington, does not support the United States-led strategy to prolong
and even escalate the Russia-Ukraine war and will not contribute to arming Ukraine. It does
not accept “globalist” open immigration that seeks to challenge the established national
culture, and also opposes same-sex marriage on religious grounds. It does not allow LGBTQ
material to be presented to minors in state schools, which it considers to be morally correct
anti-pedophilia legislation. For that reason, the time was clearly right, in the “woke” view of
the Biden Administration, for Samantha Power to show up with a little dose of regime
change in her portfolio.  Hungarian officials had already expressed their concern over what
they consider extreme pressure coming from the United States, largely because Hungary is
a conservative country that values its culture and political independence. The visit by Power
sent a signal to the Hungarian government and people that the pressure will likely increase
and that Washington will not hesitate to use its embassies and overseas military bases to
actively support groups that promote views that are not generally embraced by the local
populations.

The Samantha Power story is of interest, to be sure, because it demonstrates that since the
United States is the self-appointed enforcer of the “rules based international order” nothing
in  the  world  is  off  limits.  Far  too  many  US  politicians  and  media  pundits  think  that  other
states are not really sovereign and have to submit to US dictates in everything, and if they
dare to step out of line they can be punished. If a conservative Christian country or leader –
by which one might include Hungary, Russia or Brazil – believes that homosexuality or even
abortion on demand are morally objectionable the US now believes that it has a mandate to
use federal government resources to change that perception including by actively engaging
with a foreign nation and its government on its own soil. To put it bluntly, the United States
must certainly be considered the world leader in compelling all nations to conform to the
political and moral values that it insists be adhered to.

So if one wants to learn why US Foreign Policy is so inept in terms of actually serving the
interests of the American people, look no farther than was has happened and continues to
roil in Ukraine as well as the implications of the Samantha Power visit to Hungary. For
Foreign Service Posts, providing support for the agendas of the collection of freak shows
that make up the Democratic Party has become manifestly as or even more important than
promoting  genuine  national  interests  overseas  or  assisting  American  businesses  and
travelers.

What is perhaps most interesting is the way the “woke” foreign policy is being largely
concealed from the American public and is being run as some kind of stealth operation. One
initiative run by USAID in Macedonia in 2016 under President Obama included a $300,000
grant for “suitable” Macedonian applicants to “fund” a program entitled “LGBTI Inclusion” to
counter how “Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons continue to
suffer discrimination and homophobic media content, both online and offline… Considerable
efforts are still needed to raise awareness of and respect for diversity within society and to
counter intolerance.” How many American taxpayers would be happy to learn that their
hard-earned money has been going to support  programs run in  nonconsenting foreign
democracies to make them more “woke?” Of course, no one in the Biden Administration is
telling the public about it, nor is the story likely to appear in the mainstream media, so
presumably no one will know!

*
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