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US Drone Strikes: Part of a Strategy of Global
Warfare?
Mystery airstrikes reported in Mali and the Philippines
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This week we have seen a US drone strike in Pakistan which was reported to have killed six
people (or ‘militants’ as those killed by drones are normally labelled) and a strike in Yemen
which was reported to have killed three “suspected al-Qaida militants” on the outskirts of
Aden. Such strikes have become almost routine, even though international condemnation is
growing with both UN representatives  and former US president Jimmy Carter  speaking out
in recent days.

Less routine was a “mystery” strike on a convoy of trucks in Northern Mali which was also
reported this week.  According to the Magharebia website (which it should be noted is
supported by United States Africa Command) seven “terrorists” of a brigade linked to al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) were killed while several others were injured.  US
intelligence officials contacted by the Long War Journal would neither confirm nor deny US
involvement in the strike. 

The airstrike echoed that of a similar ‘mysterious’ airstrike in the Philippines in February
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2012 when 15 people were killed including three senior alleged leaders of Abu Sayyaf and
Jemaah Islamiyah. 

Although the Philippines insists that it carried out the strikes using  their Bronco OV10
aircraft – experts have suggested this is unlikely.   We know from the Wikileaks cables that
similar claims by the then Pakistani and Yemeni governments were actually lies and that US
drones had indeed carried out the strikes.  President Benigno Aquino, admits that US drones
operate over the Philippines buti insists they are only for surveillance purposes.

While it  remains unclear whether the US has undertaken drone strikes in Mali  and the
Philippines it looks increasingly likely  that drone strikes will continue in Afghanistan and
Pakistan after the bulk of US forces leave at the end of 2014.  Former US Ambassador to
Afghanistan Karl Eikenberry  (and previously a US General serving in Afghanistan) argued  in
a keynote speech to the International Institute of Strategic Studies (IISS)  that “drones play
a very important role in Afghanistan and Pakistan” and would in fact ”play an even more
important role” in the region after US withdrawal.

The original source of this article is Drone Wars UK
Copyright © Global Research, Drone Wars UK, 2012

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Global Research

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca
www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.
For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca

http://www.brookings.edu/research/opinions/2012/03/05-drones-philippines-ahmed
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/World-News/2012/02/02/Philippine-airstrike-kills-at-least-15-militants/UPI-59361328204879/
http://www.flightglobal.com/blogs/asian-skies/2012/02/something-fishy-about-this-phi.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/dec/03/wikileaks-yemen-us-attack-al-qaida
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/252131/news/nation/aquino-says-us-drone-strikes-banned-more-us-troops-welcome
http://www.gmanetwork.com/news/story/252131/news/nation/aquino-says-us-drone-strikes-banned-more-us-troops-welcome
http://www.aviationweek.com/Article.aspx?id=/article-xml/asd_06_19_2012_p05-01-468932.xml&p=1
http://www.aviationweek.com/Article.aspx?id=/article-xml/asd_06_19_2012_p05-01-468932.xml&p=1
http://www.aviationweek.com/Article.aspx?id=/article-xml/asd_06_19_2012_p05-01-468932.xml&p=1
http://www.aviationweek.com/Article.aspx?id=/article-xml/asd_06_19_2012_p05-01-468932.xml&p=1
http://dronewarsuk.wordpress.com/2012/06/30/drone-strikes-widening-mystery-airstrikes-reported-in-mali-and-the-philippines/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
http://dronewarsuk.wordpress.com/2012/06/30/drone-strikes-widening-mystery-airstrikes-reported-in-mali-and-the-philippines/
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/admin
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

