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Economic conditions in Occupied Palestine already “scream.” The Trump administration, in
cahoots with Israel, just made things tougher by cutting half of US aid to the UN Relief and
Works Agency (UNWRA).

It goes for healthcare, education and other social services - vital for around five million
Palestinian refugees and their descendants in Gaza, the West Bank, East Jerusalem, Syria,
Lebanon and Jordan - victims of Israeli aggression in 1948 and 1967.

UNWRA defines a Palestinian refugee as “persons whose normal place of residence was
Palestine during the period 1 June 1946 to 15 May 1948, and who lost both home and means
of livelihood as a result of the 1948 conflict” - along with others affected the same way
during Israel’s Six Day War of aggression.

For starters, theTrump administration is withholding $65 million of a $125 million payment
to UNWRA due this month - maybe all aid to be frozen or ended later, an act of collective
punishment, a US and Israeli specialty, flagrantly violating international law.

On January 2, Trump disgracefully tweeted:
“(W)e pay the Palestinians HUNDRED OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS a year and get
no appreciation or respect.”
“They don’t even want to negotiate a long overdue peace treaty with

Israel...(W)ith the Palestinians no longer willing to talk peace, why should we
make any of these massive future payments to them?”

Washington and Israel want unconditional Palestinian surrender, subjugation under Tel
Aviv’s repressive boot, not peace both countries abhor.

An unnamed US official said
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“(t)here is a need to undertake a fundamental reexamination of UNRWA, both
in the way it operates and the way it is funded.”

The PA responded to Trump’s move, accusing Washington of “complicity with the Israeli
occupation by attempting to remove another permanent status issue off the table.”

US administrations have always been complicit with the Jewish state since its 1948 creation,
disdainful of Palestinian rights and welfare.

PLO executive committee member Hanan Ashrawi blasted the Trump administration’s aid
freeze, saying

it's “following Netanyahu's instructions to gradually dismantle the one agency
that was established by the international community to protect the rights of
the Palestinian refugees and provide them with essential services.”

“It is also creating conditions that will generate further instability throughout
the region and will demonstrate that it has no compunction in targeting the
innocent. Once again the US Administration proves its complicity with the
Israeli occupation.”

Netanyahu wants UNWRA eliminated, discussed in a previous article.

Aid cuts will grievously harm “the most vulnerable segment of the Palestinian
people, (depriving them) of the right to education, health, shelter and a
dignified life,” Ashwari explained.

Washington provides over $350 million annually to UNWRA, about one-third of its budget.
Neocon Nikki Haley called for a total freeze unless Palestinians bow to the will of Washington
and Israel.

Cutting aid to UNWRA inflicts enormous harm on long-suffering Palestinian refugees,
deepening a humanitarian crisis in Gazan and other refugee camps.

UNWRA head Pierre Krahenbuhl said cutting aid by Washington threatens “the dignity and
human security of millions” of Palestinians, along with threatening regional security.

He called for a global fundraising effort to make up the shortfall caused by Washington’s
despicable action, adding:

“At stake is the access of 525,000 boys and girls in 700 UNRWA schools, and
their future.”

“At stake is the dignity and human security of millions of Palestine refugees, in
need of emergency food assistance and other support in Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, and the West Bank and Gaza Strip.”

“At stake is the access of refugees to primary health care, including pre-natal
care and other life-saving services. At stake are the rights and dignity of an
entire community.”



Israel’s Ziofascist UN envoy Danny Danon praised Washington’s move, disgracefully saying

“(i)t's time for this absurdity to end...”

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres issued a weak-kneed statement, saying

“I am very concerned, and | strongly hope that in the end it will be possible for
the United States to maintain the funding of UNRWA in which the US has a very
important share” - instead of blasting Washington’s despicable move.

A State Department letter explaining it said additional US funding depends on major UNWRA
changes demanded by Washington and Israel.

Both countries are using long-suffering Palestinian refugees as pawns to get PA officials to
bow to their will - pressuring them to sacrifice the rights and welfare of their most
vulnerable people.

*

Stephen Lendman is a Research Associate of the CRG, Correspondent of Global Research
based in Chicago.

VISIT MY NEW WEB SITE: stephenlendman.org (Home - Stephen Lendman). Contact
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal..net.

My newest book as editor and contributor is titled “Flashpoint in Ukraine: How the US Drive
for Hegemony Risks WW I11.”

http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlll.html

The original source of this article is Global Research
Copyright © Stephen Lendman, Global Research, 2018

Comment on Global Research Articles on our Facebook page

Become a Member of Global Research

Articles by: Stephen Lendman
About the author:

Stephen Lendman lives in Chicago. He can be reached
at lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net. His new book as
editor and contributor is titled "Flashpoint in Ukraine:
US Drive for Hegemony Risks WW [11."


http://stephenlendman.org/
http://stephenlendman.org/
mailto:lendmanstephen@sbcglobal.net
http://www.claritypress.com/LendmanIII.html
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalResearchCRG
https://store.globalresearch.ca/member/
https://www.globalresearch.ca/author/stephen-lendman

http://www.claritypress.com/Lendmanlil.html Visit his
blog site at sjlendman.blogspot.com. Listen to cutting-
edge discussions with distinguished guests on the
Progressive Radio News Hour on the Progressive Radio
Network. It airs three times weekly: live on Sundays at
1PM Central time plus two prerecorded archived
programs.

Disclaimer: The contents of this article are of sole responsibility of the author(s). The Centre for Research on Globalization will
not be responsible for any inaccurate or incorrect statement in this article. The Centre of Research on Globalization grants
permission to cross-post Global Research articles on community internet sites as long the source and copyright are
acknowledged together with a hyperlink to the original Global Research article. For publication of Global Research articles in
print or other forms including commercial internet sites, contact: publications@globalresearch.ca

www.globalresearch.ca contains copyrighted material the use of which has not always been specifically authorized by the
copyright owner. We are making such material available to our readers under the provisions of "fair use" in an effort to advance
a better understanding of political, economic and social issues. The material on this site is distributed without profit to those
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving it for research and educational purposes. If you wish to use copyrighted
material for purposes other than "fair use" you must request permission from the copyright owner.

For media inquiries: publications@globalresearch.ca



mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca
https://www.globalresearch.ca
mailto:publications@globalresearch.ca

