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Seyyed Hossein Mousavian, a former Iranian diplomat and a senior analyst at Princeton
University has weighed in on seven factors that show anti-Iran tendencies have increased
more than ever in the White House.
Here is the full text of his Farsi article published in the Shargh daily newspaper on
Wednesday, November 29:
There have been a few unprecedented changes in the American decision-making system
that have a direct or indirect impact on Iran-related decisions in Washington:
1. Over the past few decades, in no US administration as much as the current one,
so many high-ranking military oﬃcials have occupied key positions. General
Mattis is the Pentagon Chief, General McMaster is US National Security Advisor
and John Kelley is the White House Chief of Staﬀ. In the past, these three key
posts have often been occupied by non-military persons. General Alexander Haig
was the White House Chief of Staﬀ more than 40 years ago at the time of
President Nixon. After that, non-military persons were always at the post. Joel
Rayburn is a senior military oﬃcer at the US National Security Council. After
Iran’s revolution, all these generals have had command posts in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Lebanon, and generally shared bitter experience regarding
Iran. Two or three years ago during Obama administration, Colonel Joel Rayburn
was isolated and engaged in academic work at Brown University. For the ﬁrst
time, I saw him at a seminar in which he was describing his experience in Iraq for
the audience and was promoting Iranophobia. I had an answer for him and it
turned to a one-on-one debate. Suddenly, with a quivering voice, he said, “Mr
Mousavian! What do you know about the crisis in Iraq? I have been involved in
the operation. My companions have been killed in front of my eye by the
elements supported by your Quds Force, and I’ve seen them dying… .” I told him
that my brother and three of my cousins were also martyred in Iraq war, a war
that the United States was supporting Saddam. I told him that “your claims
regarding the Quds Force has not been proved, but the Americans have
confessed about my claim on the US support for Iraq’s aggression against Iran.”
The chair of the session stopped the debate, and said “we must admit that the
hostility of the United States and Iran has had many victims on both sides.”
However, that angry colonel is responsible for Iran, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon
issues at the NSC today, and his role in policies made against Iran is even
greater than that of US State Department diplomats.
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2. The US State Department and its senior diplomats have been marginalized and
isolated in an unprecedented way. Therefore, experienced diplomats have a
“minimal” role and inﬂuence in the current US decision-making system.
3. The combination of Trump’s daughter, Ivanka, and her husband, Jared Kushner,
at the White House, and their key role in making decisions with no political and
diplomatic experience, is an unprecedented phenomenon that has angered the
generals at the White House and the Pentagon as well as the US diplomats,
causing friction in the American decision-making system. It is also important to
note that Kushner is from a famous Zionist American family, with whom
Netanyahu has had a close family relationships since his studies in the US. For
Netanyahu, Kushner is the shortest, fastest and most eﬃcient way of inﬂuencing
the White House decisions. Kushner’s special ties with Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman were also organized in this way.
4. The three developments mentioned have led to a strange confusion regarding
the national security of America and the critical process of decision-making for
foreign policies. This situation has created a golden opportunity for lobbies. Over
the past few decades, Tel Aviv’s lobby in Washington has always had
extraordinary inﬂuence over US decisions, but ultimately, Tel Aviv has followed
Washington’s decisions. But the developments in the Trump administration have
changed everything. This is an important point that may be diﬃcult for many to
accept.
5. The Saudis and the other Arab allies of the United States have had an active and
inﬂuential lobby in Washington for many years. However, in the past, the main
objective of this lobby was to maintain a balance regarding Washington’s policies
on the Arabs-Tel Aviv relationship, and boosting anti-Iranian policies was the
secondary objective of the Arabs lobby. With the onset of the Iranian nuclear
crisis, these two lobbies came together. During the Obama administration and
with the change of US policies on Iran, the lobbies of Zionists and Takﬁri Arabs
united, but failed to change Obama’s policy on Iran. However, during the Trump
administration and with taking this opportunity, the uniﬁed Tel Aviv-Riyadh-Abu
Dhabi lobby has fully succeeded in imposing its demands on the decision-making
system in Washington against Iran, and they are not facing serious obstacles.
Two, three weeks ago, a group of former senior US Democrat and Republican
oﬃcials travelled to Tel Aviv; people who held positions like Vice President,
Secretary of Defence, Secretary of State, National Security Advisor and
Ambassador in previous cabinets. They had extensive discussions with their
former Israeli counterparts about Iran and the region. The whole eﬀorts of the
American team was to convince the other side about the policy of “carrot and
stick” on Iran. But those in Tel Aviv have insisted on the policy of a “carrot-free
stick” against Iran. This type of meeting between politicians on the two sides is
not unprecedented, but what surprised the US side was the presence of Director
General of the Saudi General Intelligence Directorate Turki al-Faisal at the
meeting in Tel Aviv. Israelis had invited him to present the views of the Saudi
Crown Prince in an extremely hostile speech against Iran, and to make it clear to
Americans that Washington’s Arab allies are now on Tel Aviv’s side.
6. In the past, the United States was carrying out military operations directly to the
countries of the region, such as Afghanistan and Iraq. But Washington’s new
strategy is that the military strike be carried out by its allies with the US
supports. The US money must not be spent on wars. No American’s blood must
be spilt and the multiplied costs of the supports have to be paid. We see this in
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the war against Yemen. Tel Aviv also tries not to enter the conﬂict directly.
Therefore, Riyadh and its Arab allies must assume responsibility for any military
action to beneﬁt from US and Zionist supports. Meanwhile, the cost of these
supports must be paid. So, the Muslim countries should pay for every war which
is waged.
7. Trump is an unprecedented phenomenon in the history of US presidents. A
totally unpredictable person whose decision-making almost overwhelmingly
confused both US parties. Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Bob
Corker said that Trump policies could put America at risk of pushing for World
War III. Trump’s popularity rating is at the lowest level throughout the 70-years
of presidential race. Senior Republican ﬁgures have come to this conclusion that
Trump will lead them to their historic defeat in the upcoming US congressional
elections and also the presidential elections. At the same time, it is important to
note that until now, the majority of Trump’s decisions on domestic and foreign
policy have been controversial, with the exception of the sanctions imposed on
Iran! In such situation, the propaganda war, lobbying, and public diplomacy
stirred up Washington’s anti-Iran policies and accelerated the process of
decision-making against Iran in an unbelievable way. These seven developments
besides what I described in my article entitled “The need to pay attention to the
threat of the triangle,” in Donya-ye Eqtesad daily on November 8, have a special
meaning. Hope the Islamic Republic’s decision-makers could manage the
situation prudently.
*
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